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LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

28 July 2021 

7.00PM 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CIVIC PRAYER  

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 

COUNCILLORS  

 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES AND ANY MATTERS ARISING 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday 

30 June 2021, as circulated, be taken as read and CONFIRMED.  

5. DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

6. PUBLIC REPRESENTATIONS 

 

7. MAYORAL MINUTES   

 

8. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

8.1 RESULTS OF THE LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL COMMUNITY 

SATISFACTION SURVEY 2021 ............................................................ 5 

8.2 YOUTH DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATIONS .............................. 47 

8.3 MOTIONS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

NSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2021 ................................................. 61  

CORPORATE MATTERS 

8.4 INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR JUNE 2021 ........................................... 75  

OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

8.5 LEETON LANDFILL CLOSURE AND FILLING PLAN ............................ 87  
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ACTIVATION MATTERS 

8.6 DRAFT MASTER PLAN FOR GOGELDRIE WEIR PUBLIC RESERVE 

AREA ............................................................................................... 93 

8.7 REZONING AND RECLASSIFICATION OF 26 LAKE PADDOCK 

DRIVE, LEETON................................................................................. 97 

8.8 WESTERN RIVERINA ARTS ANNUAL REPORT .................................. 115 

8.9 MINUTES OF THE WHITTON TOWN IMPROVEMENT 

COMMITTEE MEETING - 1 JUNE 2021 ........................................... 152 

8.10 MINUTES OF THE YANCO TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING - 10 MAY 2021 .............................................................. 157   

 

9. NOTICES OF MOTIONS   

 

10. COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

10.1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT ................................................... 166  

 

11. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

11.1 GOGELDRIE WEIR CARAVAN PARK AND CAMPGROUND 

LICENCE 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Closed Council with the 

press and public excluded to allow consideration of this item, as provided for 

under Section 10A(2) (a) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the 

grounds that the report contains personnel matters concerning particular 

individuals; AND the report contains information that would, if disclosed, 

confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is 

conducting (or proposes to conduct) business. 

11.2 ROXY REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE AND REVISED BUDGET 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Closed Council with the 

press and public excluded to allow consideration of this item, as provided for 

under Section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the grounds 

that the report contains information that would, if disclosed, confer a 

commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 

(or proposes to conduct) business. (The report details total costs of the 

planned Roxy Development - prior to tender. Disclosure of the total planned 

costs could inhibit the tender process )  

 

12. CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  

 

Council meetings are now video recorded. Members of the public are 

advised that their voice and/or image may form part of that recording. 
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PUBLIC REPRESENTATION 

 

If any member of the public wishes to formerly address the Council in relation 

to a matter in this agenda they are to register to speak for a maximum of 

three (3) minutes by Tuesday 12 noon preceding the meeting. 

 

Contact Kate Weston – 6953 0903 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Attendance Restrictions 

 

Due to COVID-19 there are limits on numbers of people in the Council 

chambers. 

 

Residents and ratepayers wishing to address Council will need to register in 

advance so that Council has time to arrange presentation schedules and 

options. 
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ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
A GUIDING CHECKLIST FOR COUNCILLORS, 

OFFICERS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEES 

 

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

• Is the decision or conduct legal? 

• Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 

• What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 

• Does it raise a conflict of interest? 

• Could your possible conflict of interest lead to private gain or loss at public expense? 

• Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 

• Would it withstand public scrutiny? 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty.  There are 

two types of conflict:  Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act and 

Division of Local Government and, Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct 

and policy.  ICAC, Ombudsman, Division of Local Government (advice only). 

 

THE TEST FOR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 

• Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 

• Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of “corruption” – using 

public office for private gain. 

• Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest 

 

IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS 

1st Do I have private interest affected by a matter I am officially involved in? 

2nd Is my official role one of influence or perceived influence over the matter? 

3rd Do my private interest conflict with my official role? 

 

Whilst seeking advice is generally useful, the ultimate decision rests with the person 

concerned. 

 

AGENCY ADVICE 

Officers of the following agencies are available during office hours to discuss the obligations 

placed on Councillors, Officers and Community Committee members by various pieces of 

legislation, regulation and Codes. 

 

Contact Phone Email Website 

Leeton Shire Council 6953 0911 council@leeton.nsw.gov.au www.leeton.nsw.gov.au 

 

ICAC 8281 5999 icac@icac.nsw.gov.au www.icac.nsw.gov.au 

 Toll Free  

 1800 463 909 

  

Office of 

Local Government 4428 4100 olg@olg.nsw.gov.au www.olg.nsw.gov.au 

 

NSW Ombudsman 9286 1000 

 Toll Free  

 1800 451 524 nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au www.ombo.nsw.gov.au  

 

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
http://www.leeton.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:icac@icac.nsw.gove.au
http://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:olg@olg.nsw.gov.au
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au
http://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/
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GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

ITEM 8.1  RESULTS OF THE LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL COMMUNITY SATISFACTION 

SURVEY 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/265 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF15/4 

AUTHOR/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council the findings of the Leeton Shire 

Council Community Satisfaction Survey that was undertaken June 2021. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives and notes for information the results of the Leeton Shire 

Council Community Satisfaction Survey 2021.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Micromex Research and Consulting was first contracted to undertake a Community 

Satisfaction Survey in Leeton Shire September 2019.  

 

At that time it was decided that Council should conduct a Community Satisfaction 

Survey every two years to track changes in community priorities and satisfaction 

over time. The data could then be used to ensure Council continued to address 

those issues of particular importance to the community 

 

Micromex was contracted again in 2021 to conduct a follow-up survey. 

 

This survey, conducted via telephone (landline and mobile), was carried out during 

June 2021. A total of 403 residents completed the survey, providing an appropriate 

sample size for in-depth data analysis.   

 

As it did in 2019, the 2021 Community Satisfaction Survey focused on two key areas: 

 

1. Quality of Life – this included focusing on understanding community priorities for 

the Leeton Shire area, overall quality of life rating and identifying community 

agreement with statements around roads and transport, community safety, 

infrastructure/development, the natural environment and services/facilities.  
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2. Community Satisfaction – this included rating Council administration, elected 

councillors, a range of services and facilities under the auspices of Council and 

identifying the local community’s desired level of investment in a range of assets 

managed and maintained by Council.  

 

So that accurate comparisons between the results of the two surveys could be 

made, exactly the same questions were asked in 2021 as were asked in 2019, except 

that a number of questions relating to the feasibility of a heated pool were added to 

the 2021 survey.  

 

These questions were added because the community has asked Council to look into 

the possibility of constructing and operating an indoor heated swimming pool 

and/or therapy pool in Leeton. At the April 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting, Council 

heard a report on SGL Consulting’s investigation into the feasibility of a heated 

swimming pool/therapy pool. The report made it clear that the ongoing cost of 

operating a warm water pool would be high and it was unlikely that the cost would 

be covered by pool user fees. Councillors indicated that a great deal more 

community consultation was needed before any decisions about a heated pool 

option could be made. 

 

The questions included in the survey were aimed at helping Council gauge: 

• the level of community interest in having a heated pool 

• potential usage of a heated pool  

• the degree of willingness to pay for the cost of operating a heated pool. 

 

Micromex benchmarked the results of both Leeton Shire surveys against the results of 

Councils of a similar size (population and area) to give a true picture of Leeton Shire 

Council’s performance. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Micromex Managing Director Stuart Reeve will present the survey results at the July 

2021 Ordinary Council Meeting. A snapshot of some of the results is provided below. 

 

General survey responses 

 

Some of the key results received from the survey included: 

 

• Ninety-seven percent (97%, up from 91% in 2019) of those surveyed rated their 

quality of life in Leeton Shire as Good (26%), Very Good (44%) or Excellent (27%). 

 

• The vast majority of Leeton residents (97%, up from 93% in 2019) were at least 

somewhat satisfied with the performance of Council administration over the past 

12 months. The overall satisfaction rating of 3.81 is the highest rating Micromex 

has measured for a regional council in the past 9 years. 

 

• Similarly, the vast majority of residents (93%, the same percentage as in 2019) 

were at least somewhat satisfied with the performance of elected Councillors.  

 

• As demonstrated by a high rating out of 5, respondents were most satisfied with 

Council’s provision of: library services (4.36); ovals, sportsgrounds and sporting 
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facilities (4.26); tourism/the Visitor Information Centre (4.20); playgrounds and 

parks (4.20); cemeteries (4.16); waste management (4.11); swimming pools (4.11); 

community and heritage buildings (4.04); and cultural opportunities such as the 

Roxy Theatre, museums and public art (4). 

 

• As demonstrated by a lower rating out of 5, respondents were least satisfied with: 

local roads – sealed and unsealed (2.97); building certification and development 

approvals (3.21); recreational areas along the river (3.26); Council considering 

community opinion when making decisions (3.26); storm water drainage in rural 

areas (3.28); Council engaging the community when planning for the future 

(3.35); economic development (3.36); and access to air travel (3.39). 

 

• When asked to rate comparative levels of importance, respondents rated water 

supply services (4.74) as being of most importance. Public safety (4.71) was rated 

of next highest importance, followed by local sealed town roads (4.70), waste 

management – including recycling and landfill (4.67), street lighting (4.58), 

Council keeping the community informed (4.57), sound financial management 

(4.54) and Council engaging the community when planning for the future (4.54). 

 

• When asked whether they agreed with a number of statements, the majority of 

respondents agreed that they feel safe during the day (94%), that Leeton Shire 

gives you a sense of living in community (85%), that people in Leeton Shire have 

fair opportunity to participate in community life (84%), that sporting facilities in 

the area meet their needs (81%) and that we are preserving an attractive urban 

landscape and protecting our heritage (80%).   

 

• There were much lower levels of agreement with the statements: we have 

access to a good range of health services (25%), police services in Leeton Shire 

are responsive and effective (26%) and public transport is adequate for your 

needs (38%).  

 

Council will use the results of the survey in a number of ways. First, it will use the data 

to guide the development of a new Community Strategic Plan. Second, it will use 

the data to redirect resources towards improving community satisfaction with 

Council services and facilities that received the lowest satisfaction ratings. Third, it will 

use the data to advocate for improvements in services for which Council has no 

responsibility but which are clearly of significance to the community. Policing and 

health care fall into this latter category. 

 

Heated pool question responses 

 

Survey respondents were asked whether they would use a heated pool if there was 

one in the Shire.  

 

Three-hundred and ten of the 403 respondents indicated that they would use a 

heated pool. Sixty-eight percent of the 310 said they would use the pool all year 

round, while 32% indicated that they would only use the pool during the cooler 

months. 

 

Respondents were also asked for what purpose they would use the pool. Responses 

varied, as indicated below. 
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Purpose Percentage 

Coaching/Squad training 16% 

Lap swimming 52% 

Therapy/Rehabilitation 59% 

Exercise programs 65% 

Learn to swim 41% 

Other 13% 

 

When asked how supportive they would be of paying an additional $55–$65 (per 

household) on top of pool entry fees to cover the operating shortfall of a heated 

pool, 68% of all respondents expressed a degree of support. Twelve percent said 

they were not very supportive and 20% said they were not at all supportive. 

 

(c) Options 

 

This report is for information only.  

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The survey, data collation, benchmarking and regression analysis cost $30,470, 

including gst. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The survey results detail what Council is doing well and outlines some areas for 

improvement both from an advocacy and service delivery point of view. Council 

needs to be mindful that it puts in place appropriate actions to address identified 

areas of improvement.  

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Around 1,100 residents of Leeton Shire were contacted and offered the opportunity 

to take part in the Community Satisfaction Survey. Four-hundred and three residents 

completed the survey. 
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Council thanks everyone who took the time to participate. 

 

A copy of the Leeton Shire Council Community Satisfaction Survey Results report will 

be available via Council’s website so that residents have the opportunity to access 

and review the full survey findings. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Manager 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 6 - “STRONG LEADERSHIP” within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved – 19b is to “Seek input from the Leeton community on Council 

projects/programs – Run an active Community Engagement Program”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Community Satisfaction Survey 2021 - Topline results 

2⇩  Community Satisfaction Survey Results 2021 - Presentation 
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ITEM 8.2  YOUTH DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATIONS   

RECORD NUMBER 21/276 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/292 

AUTHOR/S Corporate and Community Planning Officer  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of two applications received for 

funding assistance (Attachments 1 and 2) through Council’s Community 

Strengthening Grants under the Youth Development Category. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council awards: 

 

1. Rutalina Smith a $250 Youth Development Grant to assist with the costs 

associated with attending the Under 16 Rugby Union ‘NSW Country V ACT’ 

competition in Camden, NSW, on 25 July 2021. 

2. Emily Wright a $250 Youth Development Grant to assist with the costs 

associated with attending the Under 18 Rugby Union ‘NSW Country V ACT’ 

competition in Camden, NSW, on 25 July 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The Community Strengthening Grants program includes a ‘Youth Development’ 

Grant Category which is offered at a set amount of $250 per applicant and is 

available to support high achievement in a cultural, academic or sporting activity 

that requires attendance at a State, National or International level event.  

 

Youth Development Grant Application – Rutalina Smith 

 

A request has been received from Rutalina Smith for financial assistance to attend 

and participate in the Under 16 Rugby Union ‘NSW Country V ACT’ competition in 

Camden, NSW, on 25 July 2021. 

 

The request for funding assistance was lodged with Council on Thursday 15 July 2021. 

 

Youth Development Grant Application – Emily Wright 
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A request has been received from Emily Wright for financial assistance to attend and 

participate in the Under 18 Rugby Union ‘NSW Country V ACT’ competition in 

Camden, NSW, on 25 July 2021. 

 

The request for funding assistance was lodged with Council on Friday 16 July 2021. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Youth Development Grant Application – Rutalina Smith 

 

Rutalina was selected for the ACT Junior Rugby Union Girls Under 16s team to play in 

the NSW Country V ACT competition. She was one of five girls chosen from the 

Southern Inland Rugby Union Region (covering Grenfell, Temora, Young, 

Cootamundra, Griffith, Leeton, Hay, Albury, Wagga, West Wyalong and Tumut) to 

trial for the ACT training squad. 

 

Rutalina participated in weekly training and trial games against 50 potential team 

members with the final team of 23 members being announced on the 28 June 2021. 

 

Youth Development Grant Application – Emily Wright 

 

Emily was selected for the ACT Junior Rugby Union Girls Under 18s team to play in the 

NSW Country V ACT competition. She was chosen from the Southern Inland Rugby 

Union Region (covering Grenfell, Temora, Young, Cootamundra, Griffith, Leeton, 

Hay, Albury, Wagga, West Wyalong and Tumut) to trial for the ACT training squad. 

 

Emily participated in weekly training and trial games with the final team of 29 

members being announced on the 28 June 2021. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Council has the following options available: 

 

Youth Development Grant Application – Rutalina Smith 

 

1. Approve the application for a grant of $250. This is the recommended option. 

2. Reject the application. 

 

Youth Development Grant Application – Emily Wright 

 

1. Approve the application for a grant of $250. This is the recommended option. 

2. Reject the application. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Quick Response and Youth Development Category of the Community 

Strengthening Grants program has an annual budget of $10,000. Each year $1,175 is 

allocated for annual donations to each school in the Shire for end-of-year 

presentations. To date, no funds have been utilised from this budget. 
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(b) Policy 

 

This application meets the eligibility criteria stated in Leeton Shire Council’s Grants 

Program Guidelines and Application Instructions for 2020/21.  

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Nil 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Staff have consulted with the applicants. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Accountant 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 6 - “STRONG LEADERSHIP” within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot - 20a is to “Ensure the aspirations of the community are delivered - 

Support the community by offering a Community Grants Program”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Youth Development Grant - Rutalina Smith 

2⇩  Youth Development Grant - Emily Wright 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 1 - Youth Development Grant - Rutalina Smith Page 50 
 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 1 - Youth Development Grant - Rutalina Smith Page 51 
 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 1 - Youth Development Grant - Rutalina Smith Page 52 
 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 1 - Youth Development Grant - Rutalina Smith Page 53 
 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 1 - Youth Development Grant - Rutalina Smith Page 54 
 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 1 - Youth Development Grant - Rutalina Smith Page 55 
 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 1 - Youth Development Grant - Rutalina Smith Page 56 
 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 1 - Youth Development Grant - Rutalina Smith Page 57 
 

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 2 - Youth Development Grant - Emily Wright Page 58 
 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 2 - Youth Development Grant - Emily Wright Page 59 
 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

Item8.2 Attachment 2 - Youth Development Grant - Emily Wright Page 60 
 

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

 

 

61 

 

ITEM 8.3  MOTIONS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/278 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/454 

AUTHOR/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the opportunity to nominate 

motions, voting delegates and remote attendance for the upcoming Local 

Government NSW (LGNSW) Annual Conference, which will be held on 28–30 

November 2021 (in person) at the Hyatt Regency, Sydney, and 20 December 2021 

(on-line).  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Approves registration of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager for the 

2021 LGNSW Annual Conference. 

 

2. Confirms the two voting delegates at the LGNSW Conference to be the Mayor 

and Deputy Mayor and the substitute voting delegate, should one be required, 

to be the General Manger. 

 

3. Approves the following proposed motions for submission to the 2021 LGNSW 

Business Paper: 
 

3.1 Constitutional recognition of local government 
 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to hold a referendum to 

amend the Constitution to recognise local government as an important, 

legitimate and essential element in Australia’s system of government. 
 

3.2 Local Government representation on National Cabinet 
 

That LGNSW lobbies the Australian Government for permanent local 

government representation on the National Cabinet. 
 

3.3  Principle-based commitment to national agricultural strategy 
 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to support the goals of the 

‘2030 Roadmap: Australian Agriculture’s Plan for a $100 billion industry’ but 
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make a principle-based commitment to ensure the plan is realistic, 

optimises water use, and supports existing regional and rural communities 

and industries by maintaining and promoting agricultural diversity that 

builds resilience into our economies and helps rural communities thrive. 

Success cannot only be measured by increased prices at the farm gate. 
 

 3.4 Safeguarding the welfare of Seasonal Worker Programme workers 
 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to modify the 

implementation of the Seasonal Worker Programme (SWP) to improve 

welfare outcomes for workers to ensure councils are informed of worker 

arrivals and departures so that they can monitor their living conditions and 

welfare while they are in residence. 
 

3.5 Granting work rights to bridging visa holders and amnesty to 

undocumented workers 
 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to improve the welfare of 

migrants and resolve the labour shortages affecting businesses and 

industries in rural and regional Australia by: 

• Revising the visa regime to grant work rights to all bridging visa holders  

• Granting amnesty to undocumented workers, specifically 

undocumented farm workers. 
 

3.6 Funding for increased drug and alcohol treatment and rehabilitation 
 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to dedicate funds to 

increase drug and alcohol treatment and rehabilitation options in rural and 

regional areas as a matter of priority.  
 

3.7 Weeds management plan for Fleabane (Conyza spp.) 
 

THAT LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to develop and 

implement a weed management plan to protect agricultural land from 

incursions of Fleabane (Conyza spp.) in order to maintain the productivity 

of agricultural land and ensure the sustainability of regional communities 

by acknowledging that: 

• Fleabane is widespread across agricultural land and is having a 

negative impact on the productivity of agricultural land 

• Fleabane is resistant to standard registered herbicides including 

Glyphosate 

• Limited state and federal funding is provided for the control of Fleabane 

under the Biosecurity Act 2015 through the General Biosecurity Duty 

• the NSW Government Weed Action plan is focused on new and 

emerging weed varieties, and that Fleabane does not meet this criteria 

and therefore attracts no state or federal funding for its management as 

a species. 
 

3.8 Protecting food security and the sustainability of regional irrigation 

communities 
 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to protect national food 

security and the sustainability of regional irrigation communities by: 
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• acknowledging irrigation communities were purposefully built by 

governments to feed and drought proof the nation  

• acknowledging the unintended adverse impacts on regional 

communities as a result of certain water policy decisions and the 

operation of water trading markets 

• acknowledging that the nation’s primary producers are adept at using 

water efficiently and responsibly through on-farm practices and 

infrastructure  

• providing enhanced water access for general security water holders in 

regional communities who depend on the availability of this water for 

their livelihoods and employment 

• ensuring decisions foster diversity in agriculture and value adding 

industries as diversity is our strength and builds resilience in our 

communities and economies 

• reviewing and adjusting timelines for the completion of Murray-Darling 

Basin projects and plans such as the Murray-Darling Basin Plan 

Sustainable Diversion Limit Adjustment Measures (SDLAM) Projects and 

Water Sharing Plans to be more realistic, achievable and prevent any 

adverse third-party impacts 

• ensuring better water transparency on environmental water holdings, 

the trading of environmental water and the outcomes of efficiency 

projects 

• ensuring water conveyance losses are recognised and are properly 

costed and accounted for 

• acknowledging that annual crops grown close to the source of our 

water supplies are key to maintaining resilience in our relatively dry and 

inconsistent climate. 

 

3.9 Review of consultation process and criteria for setting speed limits/zones in 

NSW 

  

THAT LGNSW renews calls on Transport for NSW (TfNSW) to review the 

criteria for setting speed limits and the process of consulting with Councils 

when setting and modifying speed zones in NSW.  

 

4.  Determines any additional motions for submission at this meeting. 

 

5. Affords the Mayor delegated authority to submit any further proposed motions 

after consulting with Councillors prior to the deadline for submitting motions. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Local Government NSW is the peak body that represents the interests of its members, 

which include General Purpose Councils, a number of Special Purpose Councils and 

the NSW Aboriginal Land Council. 

 

(b) Discussion 
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Registration and voting 

 

Registrations to attend the 2021 Annual Conference opened on Tuesday 27 July 

2021. Voting delegates must register to attend the Conference as well as being 

registered as nominated voting delegates. 

 

Leeton Shire Council voting entitlement for the 2021 Conference is  two (2) voting 

delegates. 

 

In recent years, Council has been represented at the LGNSW Annual Conference by 

the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the General Manager. Other Councillors have 

attended the event as observers if they were interested in doing so. 

 

It is proposed that Council nominates the Mayor and Deputy Mayor as Voting 

Delegates in 2021. 

 

The deadline to provide LGNSW with the names of voting delegates is 5pm (AEDT) 

on Tuesday 2 November 2021. Additional nominations received after the closing 

date will not be accepted. However, the names of voting delegates may be 

substituted at any time, in line with Rule 34 of the LGNSW Rules. 

 

Voting delegates may not appoint a proxy to attend or vote at formal business 

sessions on their behalf.  

 

This year involves two types of voting and LGNSW is required to develop two 

separate rolls of voters:  

 

1. Voting on motions – To vote on motions, delegates must be an elected member 

of a financial Associate member, financial Ordinary member or an Administrator 

of such a member appointed in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1993.  

 

2. Voting in the election for Office Bearers and the Board (Board election) – To vote 

in the Board election, delegates must be a Councillor of a council which is an 

ordinary member. 

 

Motions for submission 

 

Council has been invited to submit motions to the Annual Conference to advance 

the sector wide policy agenda. Motions are to be strategic local government issues 

which affect members state-wide and introduce new or emerging policy issues and 

actions. 

 

Motions will be included in the Business Paper for the Annual Conference only if they: 

 

1. Are consistent with the objects of the Association (see Rule 4 of the 

Association’s rules) 

2. Relate to local government in NSW and/or across Australia 

3. Concern or are likely to concern local government as a sector 

4. Seek to advance the local government policy agenda of the Association

 and/or improve governance of the Association 
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5. Have a lawful purpose (a motion does not have a lawful purpose if its 

implementation would require or encourage non-compliance with prevailing 

laws) 

6. Are clearly worded and unambiguous in nature 

7. Do not express preference for one or several members over one or several 

other members. 

 

LGNSW has requested that motions be submitted by 12 midnight (AEST) on Monday 

27 September 2021 to allow assessment of the motions and distribution of the 

Business Paper before the Annual Conference. However, in line with the LGNSW 

rules, the latest date motions can be accepted for inclusion in the Conference 

Business Paper is 12 midnight (AEDT) on Sunday 31 October 2021. 

 

Nine draft motions have been prepared for Council’s endorsement. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 1:  Constitutional recognition of local government 

 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to hold a referendum to amend the 

Constitution to recognise local government as an important, legitimate and essential 

element in Australia’s system of government. 

 

Motion Background: 

 

• Local government contributes significantly to the nation’s economic, social and 

environmental wellbeing. 

• For Federal and Local Government to work effectively in partnership and for 

funding to flow efficiently between the Federal Government and local councils, 

local government must be recognised in the Constitution. This can only happen 

lawfully through amendment to section 96 of the Constitution. 

• Federal Governments must be able to directly fund local governments. The 

recent bushfire emergency demonstrated the frustrating and unnecessary 

delays and bureaucracy created through the requirement for Federal funding 

to be distributed via State Governments. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 2:  Local Government representation on National Cabinet 

 

That LGNSW lobbies the Australian Government for permanent local government 

representation on the National Cabinet. 

 

Motion Background:  

 

• Including local government in National Cabinet would demonstrate a strong 

unity of purpose and a combined commitment to promoting partnerships 

between all levels of government. 

• The National Cabinet was established on 13 March 2020 to coordinate the 

national response to the COVID-19 pandemic in Australia. It was decision-making 

forum composed of the Prime Minister and the premiers and chief ministers of the 

states and territories. There was no local government representation on National 

Cabinet when it was established on the basis that its focus was on health. 
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• On 29 May 2020, Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced that the National 

Cabinet would replace the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) and 

would meet monthly once the coronavirus crisis has abated.  

• Councils have been represented by the Australian Local Government 

Association (ALGA) at every COAG meeting since COAG’s inception in 1992. 

Local government representation was included because all parties recognised 

that Australia has three levels of government and that local government has the 

most impact on people’s daily lives in terms of the provision of local services and 

infrastructure. 

• Decisions about how our Federation works and how it can be improved or 

reformed require all three levels of government to work together to align their 

policies and programs.  

• National Cabinet is looking towards pro-growth policies to lift investment and 

grow jobs. Local government is best placed to drive locally led recovery. 

Councils support economic growth through regional development policies and 

initiatives, strategic and land use planning, targeted investment attraction, 

prioritisation of local procurement, and focusing their annual investment on 

infrastructure that serves the community and the economy. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 3:  Principle-based commitment to national agricultural strategy 

 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to support the goals of the ‘2030 

Roadmap: Australian Agriculture’s Plan for a $100 billion industry’ but make a 

principle-based commitment to ensure the plan is realistic, optimises water use, and 

supports existing regional and rural communities and industries by maintaining and 

promoting agricultural diversity that builds resilience into our economies and helps 

rural communities thrive. Success cannot only be measured by increased prices at 

the farm gate. 

 

Motion Background: 

 

• The ‘2030 Roadmap: Australian Agriculture’s Plan for a $100 billion industry’ has 

been endorsed by the Federal Government and presents some positive initiatives 

to expand national agricultural growth. However, in the pursuit of this growth 

plan, we must also acknowledge and support the existing agricultural diversity, 

industries and infrastructure inherent in rural Australia to ensure the future health 

and sustainability of our long-established rural communities. 

• Rural and regional communities are committed to working together with all tiers 

of government and agencies to ensure national growth and the sustainability of 

our communities and industries. 

• Rural communities make a vital contribution to the nation’s economy, food 

security and social fabric.   

• Diversity in agricultural production and value-adding industries is our strength, 

creating job growth and building resilience in our rural communities and 

economies.   

• In the implementation of this plan, actions must be realistic and achievable 

without adverse impacts on agricultural diversity and associated industries and 

the prosperity and wellbeing of long-established rural communities.  
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• In pursuing national agricultural growth initiatives, water efficiency needs to be a 

key consideration. Every drop of water must be used responsibly and be 

consistently optimised. 

• Striving for a diverse agricultural sector and resilient communities affords greater 

success overall than blindly assuming that water flowing to the highest value 

crop is in the nation’s best interest. 

• Achieving the right balance requires considered, intelligent policy and should not 

rely solely on market forces. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 4:  Safeguarding the welfare of Seasonal Worker Programme 

workers 

 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to modify the implementation of the 

Seasonal Worker Programme (SWP) to improve welfare outcomes for workers to 

ensure councils are informed of worker arrivals and departures so that they can 

monitor their living conditions and welfare while they are in residence. 

 

Motion Background:  

 

• The Seasonal Worker Programme (SWP), which commenced on 1 July 2012,  is a 

Federal Government-initiated effort to improve economic opportunities for 

nationals of participating countries, while providing seasonal labour to Australia’s 

agriculture and accommodation sectors.  

• Primarily run by the Department of Education, Skills and Employment (DESE), the 

SWP is a wholly managed government programme. The SWP enables employers 

in the agriculture and accommodation sectors to cover vacancies unmet by 

Australian labour for periods of up to 9 months.  

• Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, 

Tonga, Tuvalu and Timor-Leste are SWP participating countries. 

• The SWP Portability Pilot allows approved employers operating in the Wimmera 

Mallee (Victoria), Sunraysia (Victoria/NSW), Goulburn/Murray (Victoria) and 

Riverina (NSW) regions to share workers. Under this pilot, employers have greater 

flexibility to move seasonal workers between farm placements during their visa 

period without prior approval by the department. The timeframe for this pilot has 

recently been extended and may, at some point, be expanded. 

• Some SWP workers are reported to have been living in cramped quarters, despite 

paying very high rents. ABC reporter Norman Herman told a story of nine workers 

paying a weekly rent of $1,350 to share a four-bedroom house. 

• The Fair Work Ombudsman discovered a farm that was incorrectly compensating 

workers. 

• Councils have an obligation to be connected to the programme through the 

appointed regional SWP Coordinator. However, Councils are not being informed 

about worker arrivals and departures. This means they are unable to monitor the 

living conditions and welfare of workers residing in their local government areas. 

• To improve the welfare outcomes of workers involved in the SWP, strengthen 

Australia’s standing across the Pacific region and build trust between nations, it is 

recommended that the SWP and relevant Councils sign a Memorandum of 

Understanding formalising: 

1. A close working relationship between Councils, regional SWP Coordinators, 

and SWP dedicated Welfare and Wellbeing Support Persons 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

 

 

68 

2. SWP notification to Councils of the movement of SWP workers between Local 

Government Areas 

3. Council officer attendance at arrival and departure briefings 

4. Improved implementation of the SWP Assurance Framework characteristics:  

Prevention, Deterrence, Detection and Correction  

5. The involvement of Councils in monitoring the welfare of workers involved in 

the SWP, specifically in relation to the provision of suitable housing 

6. The preparation of an SWP stakeholder communication plan aimed at 

delivering regular relevant communication to stakeholders. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 5:  Granting work rights to bridging visa holders and amnesty to 

undocumented workers 

 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to improve the welfare of migrants 

and resolve the labour shortages affecting businesses and industries in rural and 

regional Australia by: 

• Revising the visa regime to grant work rights to all bridging visa holders  

• Granting amnesty to undocumented workers, specifically undocumented farm 

workers. 

 

Motion Background: 

 

• A revision of the visa regime to grant work rights to bridging visa holders would 

enable willing migrant workers to take up employment opportunities. This would 

benefit both the migrants themselves and the communities in which they reside. 

In most cases these migrant workers would fill labour shortages that would 

otherwise not be filled.  

• An amnesty or “status resolution” for undocumented farm workers that would see 

them transition to a one or two-year visa would improve welfare outcomes for 

these workers, reduce the likelihood of them being exploited by unscrupulous 

labour hire companies, and support businesses and industry by providing them 

with a more stable and secure workforce. 
• Bridging visas are transitory visas which permit immigrants to remain in Australia 

for a certain period of time. They are generally granted to allow time for new visa 

applications to be processed after previous visas have expired. 

• According to the Department of Home Affairs, there were 336,453 people on 

bridging visas in Australia on 31 December 2020 and the number is growing.  

• There are six classes of bridging visa which have different permissions with regards 

to travel, work and study. Some visas do not grant work rights. 

• It is estimated that in some local government areas around 20% of temporary 

migrants are on bridging visas, seldom with attendant work rights. It is a situation 

that frustrates local recruitment drives, with ready and willing job seekers unable 

to take up employment due to work right restrictions. 

• Australia is facing labour shortages and is highly reliant on transient seasonal 

workers. Attracting domestic workers to seasonal work is difficult 

• A shortage of overseas workers, induced by the COVID-19 pandemic, is 

presenting a major challenge for farmers and horticulturists during harvest times.  

• It is estimated that there are 100,000 undocumented workers in Australia. About 

two-thirds (75,000) of them work in agriculture. 

• Undocumented workers are people who don’t have a visa, have the wrong kind 

of visa (including bridging visas), or whose visas have expired. 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 28 July 2021 

 

 

69 

• According to Dr Joanna Howe, a senior lecturer of law at the University of 

Adelaide, undocumented workers are susceptible to exploitation, including 

underpayment, by unscrupulous labour hire companies. The National Agricultural 

Labour Advisory Committee also indicated that undocumented workers are at 

highest risk of exploitation.  
• Recommendation 25 of the National Agricultural Labour Advisory Committee’s 

National Agricultural Workforce Strategy: Learning to excel, which was released 

in December 2020 is that the Australian Government allow a one-off 

regularisation of undocumented AgriFood workers. 
 

PROPOSED MOTION 6:  Funding for increased drug and alcohol treatment and 

rehabilitation 

 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to dedicate funds to increase drug 

and alcohol treatment and rehabilitation options in rural and regional areas as a 

matter of priority.  

 

Motion Background:  

 

The Australian Institute for Health and Welfare recognises that the use of alcohol and 

other drugs is major health issue in Australia and that the use of such substances is 

associated with a number of harms, both physical and social. These harms include 

chronic disease, mental illness, injury, premature death and dependence. There are 

also significant impacts on families and communities.  

 

Evidence suggests that Australians living in regional and remote areas are 

significantly more likely to use substances such as methamphetamines and often 

experience worse health outcomes than those living in metropolitan areas. Despite 

this evidence, there are far fewer alcohol and other drug treatment agencies in 

regional and remote areas.  

 

The Australian Government has recognised the inequality in the provision treatment 

agencies as an issue, identifying the enhancement of “access to evidence-

informed, effective and affordable treatment and support services for the whole 

population” as a priority issue under the 2017–2026 National Drug Strategy 

(Department of Health 2017). The National Drug Strategy has also identified 

methamphetamines and other stimulants as priority substances. 

 

Methamphetamines, amphetamines and MDMA (ecstasy) are a category of 

synthetic psychostimulant drugs. Crystal methamphetamine (ice) is the purest form 

of methamphetamine and supplies the most intense high, as well as the most intense 

comedown. It also has the highest potential for dependence and chronic physical 

and mental problems. In 2019, 50% of Australian meth/amphetamine users reported 

that crystal methamphetamine was the main form used in the previous 12 months 

(National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2019 conducted by the Australian Institute 

of Health and Welfare (AIHW)). 
 

People in remote and very remote areas are 2.5 times as likely to use amphetamines 

and methamphetamines as those in major cities. Similarly, cannabis use and the use 

of pharmaceuticals are higher in remote and very remote areas than in major cities. 

Mission Australia, one service provider in this field, delivers alcohol and drug services 
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in most states and territories, and helped about 12,000 clients through their 23 

alcohol and drug services in 2016–2017. The organisation’s submission into the 

provision of drug rehabilitation services in regional, rural and remote NSW identified 

the need “to invest in more drug rehabilitation services, early intervention, 

detoxification facilities and aftercare supports in regional, rural and remote NSW”. 

 

People living in regional and remote areas face: 

• poorer health outcomes than residents of metropolitan areas 

• limited access to alcohol and other drug services 

• socioeconomic disadvantage 

• geographic isolation 

• having to leave their family and community support to access residential 

rehabilitation and withdrawal facilities 

 

The impacts of amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) use on users and their families, 

which then impact on their communities, include: 

• decline in physical and mental health 

• stress 

• trauma 

• loss of employment and financial strain 

• relationship breakdown 

• isolation 

• homelessness 

• involvement with the criminal justice system 

• child neglect 

• unwanted/unplanned pregnancy 

• pressure of added caring responsibilities (caring for the user or their children) 

• exposure to violent behaviour 

• financial strain. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 7:  Weeds management plan for Fleabane (Conyza spp.) 

 

THAT LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to develop and implement a weed 

management plan to protect agricultural land from incursions of Fleabane (Conyza 

spp.) in order to maintain the productivity of agricultural land and ensure the 

sustainability of regional communities by acknowledging that: 

• Fleabane is widespread across agricultural land and is having a negative impact 

on the productivity of agricultural land 

• Fleabane is resistant to standard registered herbicides including Glyphosate 

• Limited state and federal funding is provided for the control of Fleabane under 

the Biosecurity Act 2015 through the General Biosecurity Duty 

• the NSW Government Weed Action plan is focused on new and emerging weed 

varieties, and that Fleabane does not meet this criteria and therefore attracts no 

state or federal funding for its management as a species. 

 

Motion Background 

 

• It is vital that productive agricultural land continues to be sustainable and viable 

for both the interest of the nation and in particularly regional communities. The 

incursion of weeds species which negatively impacts the productivity and yield 
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of agricultural land, will have a profound effect on the sustainability of regional 

communities throughout Australia.  

• While state and federal funding is available for the management of new and 

emerging species of weeds, limited funding is available for the management of 

weed incursions of species that are widespread and have impacted the 

productivity of agricultural land over an extensive period. In ensuring agricultural 

land productivity is maintained, sufficient Federal and State funding must be 

provided into both research and the effect management of such well-

established and widespread weed species, particularly Fleabane.  

• Our agricultural producers and farming communities make a vital contribution to 

producing reliable and affordable food for the nation. If agricultural land were to 

become less productive with lower yields due to weed incursions, these 

agricultural and farming communities will become unsustainable for future 

agricultural output.  

• Fleabane (Conzya spp.) is difficult to control with available registered herbicides 

and is more tolerant to glyphosate than most other annual weeds.   

• Fleabane does not meet the criteria for either state of federal funding under the 

NSW Weed Action plan due to it not being in the classification of “new or 

emerging weed”. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 8:  Protecting food security and the sustainability of regional 

irrigation communities 

 

That LGNSW calls on the Australian Government to protect national food security 

and the sustainability of regional irrigation communities by: 

• acknowledging irrigation communities were purposefully built by governments to 

feed and drought proof the nation  

• acknowledging the unintended adverse impacts on regional communities as a 

result of certain water policy decisions and the operation of water trading 

markets 

• acknowledging that the nation’s primary producers are adept at using water 

efficiently and responsibly through on-farm practices and infrastructure  

• providing enhanced water access for general security water holders in regional 

communities who depend on the availability of this water for their livelihoods and 

employment 

• ensuring decisions foster diversity in agriculture and value adding industries as 

diversity is our strength and builds resilience in our communities and economies 

• reviewing and adjusting timelines for the completion of Murray-Darling Basin 

projects and plans such as the Murray-Darling Basin Plan Sustainable Diversion 

Limit Adjustment Measures (SDLAM) Projects and Water Sharing Plans to be more 

realistic, achievable and prevent any adverse third-party impacts 

• ensuring better water transparency on environmental water holdings, the trading 

of environmental water and the outcomes of efficiency projects 

• ensuring water conveyance losses are recognised and are properly costed and 

accounted for 

• acknowledging that annual crops grown close to the source of our water 

supplies are key to maintaining resilience in our relatively dry and inconsistent 

climate. 
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Motion Background: 

 

• Regional irrigation communities were established by our governments more than 

100 years ago to feed and drought-proof the nation. Water remains the lifeblood 

of these communities.   

• A clear, realistic and integrated approach to water policy and management 

needs to be urgently adopted and maintained by governments. This is vital to 

ensuring balanced social, economic and environmental outcomes can be 

achieved from water use while protecting long-established regional communities 

and water-related industries who make a vital contribution to the nation’s 

economy, food security and social fabric. 

• It is in the nation’s interest to preserve and optimise purposely built irrigation 

schemes and communities that were established over 100 years ago as key 

nation building initiatives. 

• Our producers, industries and communities make a vital contribution to 

producing diverse, safe, reliable and affordable food for the nation. Diversity in 

agriculture and value adding industries is our strength and builds resilience in our 

communities and economies.  

• Where there is water there is healthy and prosperous communities. 

• Many regional irrigation communities are under significant stress due to zero or 

low general security allocations. Water policy exacerbated by drought is pushing 

many communities and industries to a tipping point. If we lose them, they will not 

recover, and our communities will be decimated. A decline in mental health and 

community wellbeing is being seen. General security water holders in regional 

irrigated communities need more certainty. 

• The commoditisation of water has also led to many problematic outcomes for 

communities.  Producers and their families who have a long history of requiring 

water to produce crops and food are being placed at a major disadvantage. 

There are flow-on effects on businesses, industries and communities who depend 

on diverse irrigated agriculture and water for their employment and livelihoods.   

• Irrigated regional communities have made significant investments such as on-

farm works and industry infrastructure to use water responsibly. It is in the nation’s 

interest to protect regional assets, investments and community entrepreneurship. 

• Governments too have invested heavily in schemes to optimise economic, social 

and environmental outcomes from water use.  For example, in recent years, the 

Australian Government funded a $347.6M Private Irrigation Infrastructure 

Operators Program in the MIA (Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area) for works aimed to 

improve the efficiency and productivity of water use and management of 

private irrigation networks to deliver savings for the environment.   

• In developing measures to manage environmental water, governments must 

carefully consider social, economic and environmental impacts. Better water 

transparency on environmental water holdings, the trading of environmental 

water and the outcomes of efficiency projects is critical. 

• Unintended outcomes from the likes of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan and water 

trading policies are eroding the underlying principles of Australia's water reform 

agenda to achieve balance economically, socially and environmentally.   

Consequently, the vision of other local and other government initiatives to ignite 

investment, create jobs, grow population and facilitate resettlement 

opportunities in the regions is being impeded. 
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• Water trading rules should optimise agricultural endeavour and the use of 

established on and off-farm infrastructure to ensure the sustainability of these 

schemes and the most efficient application of available water for agricultural 

production. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 9: Review of consultation process and criteria for setting speed 

limits/zones in NSW 

  

THAT LGNSW renews calls on Transport for NSW (TfNSW) to review the criteria for 

setting speed limits and the process of consulting with Councils when setting and/or 

modifying speed limits and speed zones in NSW.  

 

Motion Background: 

 

• When 50km speed zones are extended well outside town limits, it makes a 

mockery of the reasoning behind the initial establishment of 50km speed zones. 

• When 80km speed zones are introduced routinely for all railway crossings on 

highways instead of on a case-by-case basis in response to individual risk 

management plans, it takes away common sense and unnecessarily exposes 

drivers to increased risk of incurring traffic infringements. 

• More weight should be given to the feedback provided by Councils during 

consultation regarding the establishment and modification of speed limits/zones. 

 

(c) Options 

 

1. The recommendation as printed plus any addition motions proposed and 

formulated at this meeting. This is the preferred option. 

 

2. Council could resolve to register delegates to the conference and not submit 

any Notices of Motions for inclusion in the agenda. However, it should be noted 

that in recent years, many of the Motions presented by Leeton Council have 

been supported by the sector when presented to the Conference cohort. 

 

3. Council could resolve to not attend the Local Government NSW Annual 

Conference in 2021. Should Council determine this way, any Motions it sought to 

present would then be considered purely on the supporting documentation 

without a Council representative available to speak on the matters. Also, 

Council’s votes for both motions and board elections would lapse.  

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Council’s budget for Members of Council to attend Seminars and Conferences for 

2021/22 is $6,000.  

 

The cost for members to attend the event is $979 per person. This is the early bird 

rate, which applies up until Monday 11 October 2021. Accommodation and travel 

expenses are additional.  

 

The General Manager’s costs would be met from a separate budget allocation. 
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(b) Policy 

 

Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Mayor and Councillors 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

If Council chooses not to submit Motions to the LGNSW Conference 2021 it risks 

failing to advocate on issues of importance to the community. If it chooses not to 

send delegates to the conference it risks the ability to speak in support of its Motions. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Manager 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 18 - A community that has politicians 

who act and listen - 18 c - Develop and maintain strong working relationships at a 

Federal and State level - Continue advocacy with Federal and Local MPs and 

government agencies on key issues for the region. 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
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CORPORATE MATTERS 

ITEM 8.4  INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR JUNE 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/277 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/137 

AUTHOR/S Finance Coordinator  

APPROVER/S Manager Finance 

Group Manager Corporate    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide details to the Councillors on the funds which 

have been invested during the month of June 2021. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the information contained in the Investments Report for June 

2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

This report is required to be prepared on a monthly basis and presented to the next 

available Ordinary Council Meeting in accordance with Clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2005. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Leeton Shire Council has $17,028,610 invested with local bank branches and credit 

unions. This equates to 37.50% of the total investment portfolio as at 30 June 2021. The 

total current investment portfolio of $45,415,590 is invested in Approved Deposit 

Institutions (ADIs) which are regulated by the Australian Prudential Regulatory 

Authority (APRA). 

 

Attached to this report is a Statement of Bank Reconciliation (Attachment 1) and a 

Summary of Investments (Attachment 2) as at 30 June 2021. 

 

The Statement of Bank Reconciliation details what Council has in its bank account at 

30 June 2021 (after taking into account unpresented cheques, unpresented deposits, 

and unpresented debits) compared to what Council has in its general ledger as at 

30 June 2021. 

 

The Summary of Investments details all the investments held by Leeton Shire Council 

as at 30 June 2021 (including the on-call accounts). It also details the institutions 

where the investments are held, how long the investments have been held by 

amount and percentage and differentiates the investments between current (12 

months or less) and non-current (over one year). 
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The table below details the monthly movements of investments for June 2021. 

 

Opening balance as at 1 June 2021 $ 40,912,693 

Less:   

Maturities (5) $ 4,500,000 

Subtotal $ 36,412,693 

Plus:   

Roll-overs (3) $ 2,500,000 

New Investments (2) $ 2,000,000 

CBA Business Online Saver (BOS) movements $ 1,500,087 

AMP Business Saver Account  $ 1 

AMP 31 Day Notice Account  $ 2,002,063 

Macquarie Cash Management Accelerator Account  $ 1,000,746 

Closing balance as at 30 June 2021  $ $45,415,590 

 

The following table details the investment holdings split between the Banks and 

Credit Unions. 

 

Banks $42,915,590 

Credit Unions $  2,500,000 

TOTAL $45,415,590 

 

 

The following table details the break-up of investments according to the restrictions 

which are placed on them. 

 

Total Investments $ 45,415,590 

Less restrictions   

Water Supply $ 17,361,885 

Sewerage Services $ 9,546,011 

Other external restrictions $ 5,643,205 

Internal restrictions $ 10,489,012 

Total restrictions $ 43,040,113 

   

Net unrestricted investments $ 2,375,477 

 

Note that ‘Other external restrictions’ and ‘Internal restrictions’ amounts have not 

been updated from May 2021, as the finance team is still working on End of Financial 

Year 2021 reconciliations. 

 

Externally restricted funds can only be used for the purposes for which they were 

raised. These include water, sewer, domestic waste operations and unexpended 

specific purpose grants.  
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Internal restrictions are funds set aside by a Council resolution, usually through 

adoption of the Budget or as part of the Quarterly Budget Review process. Internally 

restricted funds can be set aside to fund specific items such as plant replacement, 

infrastructure renewal, unplanned building renewal or liabilities such as employee 

leave entitlements.  

 

Unrestricted cash is used to provide working capital for Council to fund short-term 

operations and fluctuations in payables and receivables. The level of unrestricted 

cash can vary depending upon the level of outstanding creditors and debtors at 

month-end. 

The Reserve Bank of Australia kept its rates and guidance unchanged at its meeting 

in July 2021.  

 

The average yield on Council investments for June fell from 1.08% in May to 0.88% in 

June.  This is due to the fact that maturing Term Investments were reinvested at the 

lower interest rates now being offered by financial institutions.    

 

The following column graph compares monthly accrued interest with the original 

budgeted interest for each month. 

 

The actual $37,658 in interest accrued for June 2021 is lower than the original 

budgeted amount of $66,667 by $29,009.   

 

 
 

The following line graph compares year-to-date interest with the original budgeted 

interest for the period. This shows that Council’s actual investment income has been 

lower than the original budget as at 30 June 2021.  
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The following tables provide information on investment rates this year compared to 

last year, as well as a comparison of investment balances from this year to last year. 

 

Performance Measures This Year Last Year 

Portfolio Average Interest Rate (year to date) 1.33% 2.22% 

 

Investment Balances  This Year Last Year 

Opening Balance as at 1 June      $40,912,693 $46,785,291 

Current Balance as at 30 June       $45,415,590 $47,375,859 

 

 

Lehman Brothers  

 

Lehman Brothers Australia Dividend Payment Update:  

 

No further information to report for June 2021.   

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The rate of return across the portfolio is 0.88% for June 2021. The budgeted 

percentage for the 2020/21 Financial Year is 2.0%.  
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The consolidated actual investment income from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 

compared to the original budgeted annual investment interest from 1 July 2020 to 30 

June 2021 is detailed below. 

 

Actual Interest Accrued from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 $588,484 

Original Budgeted Interest – 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 $800,000 

Variance – Negative -$211,516 

 

(b) Policy 

 

All funds are invested in accordance with Leeton Shire Council’s Investment Policy. 

Investments are to be considered in conjunction with the following key criteria:  

 

• No Institution at any time shall hold more than 45% of Council’s total investments. 

The maximum percentage will be determined by the short-term rating of the 

institution: 

A1+ up to 45%, A1 up to 35%, and A2 up to 30%.  

 

• The Trustee Act 1925 provides for investments with building societies and credit 

unions. While they are not rated, they are now covered under Financial 

Prudential legislative controls.  

 

• The maximum amount of funds invested with a building society/credit union will 

be 5% of Council’s total investments at the time the investment was placed. Not 

more than 40% of Council’s total portfolio should be held with building 

societies/credit unions at the time of placing each investment.  

 

• Council’s investments should be placed in an appropriate mixture of short-term 

(0–1 year) and medium term (1–5 years) categories according to Council’s 

funding requirements and risk profile at the time of placing each investment.  

 

Council’s Portfolio Compliance 

 

Asset Allocation 

 

The majority of the portfolio is directed to Fixed-Term Deposits (62.75%), followed by 

the cash at call accounts with the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, AMP Bank and 

Macquarie Bank (25.47%).  Floating Rate Notes are 9.58% of the portfolio, and 2.20% 

is held in Bonds.   

 

Term to Maturity  

 

Overall, the portfolio remains lightly diversified from a maturity perspective with 

deposits maturing out to 5 years.  

 

Counterparty  

 

At 30 June 2021, Council did not have an overweight position to any single 

Authorised Deposit Taking Institution. The portfolio is well-diversified across the entire 

credit spectrum, including the unrated Authorised Deposit Taking Institution.  
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Credit Quality  

 

The portfolio remains well-diversified from a credit ratings perspective, with the 

portfolio spread across the entire credit spectrum.  

 

All aggregate ratings categories are within the Investment Policy limits. 

 

The following table details the credit rating of each of the categories in which 

Council has money invested. All investments are compliant with Council’s 

Investment Policy. 

 

Compliant Credit Rating Invested ($) Invested % 

Max. Limit 

(%) Available ($) 

Yes AA Category $9,258,840 20.37% 100.00% $36,205,184 

Yes A Category $3,003,304 6.61% 100.00% $42,460,720 

Yes BBB Category $30,701,880 67.53% 100.00% $14,762,144 

Yes Unrated ADI's $2,500,000 5.49% 40.00% $15,685,609 

    $45,464,024 100.00%     

            

Note: Valuations of Council’s senior Floating Rate Notes on the Imperium Markets platform are marked-

to-market and priced on a daily basis from an independent third-party provider. Council has recorded 

its FRNs internally at the purchase price or face value. As such, the total portfolio’s balance is likely to 

differ as at the reporting date. 

 

A credit rating is an evaluation of the credit risk of a prospective financial institution 

predicting their ability to pay back the investment and interest at maturity and an 

implicit forecast of the likelihood of the institution defaulting.  

 

The credit ratings are an opinion based on the credit-worthiness of the company 

issuing the security and are assigned by Australian Ratings based on publicly 

available information at a point in time.  

 

If a company is unrated, it does not necessarily mean that its interest rate securities 

are high risk, but it does mean that investors will have to turn to other means to 

evaluate its financial strength or the security's complexity.  Council utilises its 

investment advisors to gather company research data to ensure that due diligence 

is performed for all its investments. 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

All funds are invested in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 

1993 and the Ministerial Investment Order. 

 

Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires an 

Investment Report to be prepared monthly and presented to the next available 

Ordinary Council Meeting. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The following table provides information on investment types, including a risk 

assessment and the amount and percentage invested compared to the total 

investment portfolio. 
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Investment Type 
Risk Assessment Amount 

$'000 
% of Portfolio 

Capital Interest 

Term Deposits Low Low 28,500 69.66 

Cash/At Call Deposits Low Low 7,063 17.26 

Bond Low Low 1,000 2.45 

Floating Rate Notes Low Low  4,350 10.63 

TOTAL 

  

40,913 100.00 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Council’s investment advisors are Amicus Advisory and Imperium Markets. Both 

investment advisors were contacted by staff for advice during the month of June 

2021. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

No additional internal consultation was undertaken. 
 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 
 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot – 20b is to “Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community through 

sound financial and asset management – Maintain Council’s financial sustainability 

through maximising investment returns”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Statement of Bank Reconciliation - 30 June 2021 

2⇩  Summary of Investments - 30 June 2021 
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OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

ITEM 8.5  LEETON LANDFILL CLOSURE AND FILLING PLAN   

RECORD NUMBER 21/264 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/396 

AUTHOR/S Waste and Recycling Coordinator  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Operations    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council on the Leeton Landfill Closure and 

Filling Plan and to request endorsement of the plan. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council endorses the Leeton Landfill Closure and Filling Plan. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Leeton Shire Council runs a landfill waste facility for the purpose of disposal of 

household and selected commercial waste. The landfill was commissioned in 2006 

following the closure of the Brobenah landfill. The site is licenced to accept 20,000 

tonnes of waste per year under an EPA licence. 

 

The Landfill Closure and Filling Plan (see separate Attachment 1) was developed for 

the site to provide the Council with a clear direction on the works and operations 

required to facilitate the future rehabilitation of the landfill disposal areas and post-

closure management requirements. This has been done in accordance with the 

NSW Solid Waste Guidelines. 

 

The preparation of the detailed closure and post-closure plan for the waste disposal 

site provides Council with some clarity around the timing and costs for landfill 

restoration and monitoring. The Plan is a vital tool to enable the best practice closure 

of the landfill site as well as planning for the future funding commitment and 

environmental monitoring required for the site. 

 

The Plan also includes a layout plan for the proposed landfill cell system, shown in 

Figure 1 below.  
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Figure 1. Landfill Layout Design 

 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Plan provides a roadmap for Leeton Shire Council that highlights the key 

priorities and activities that will be undertaken by Council.  

 

The key objectives of the Plan are to provide: 
 

• A final capping system profile in accordance with the NSW Landfill Guidelines 

• A filling plan to provide direction for the proposed filling operations having 

regard to the final closure profile 

• Remaining void space calculations 

• Environmental engineering and management measures for landfill gas and 

surface water in accordance with the NSW Landfill Guidelines 

• A comprehensive phased closure plan which will form the basis of a future 

detailed design for the whole site and subsequent construction drawings and 

contract documentation required for the phases of the project 

• Post-closure monitoring plan for the rehabilitated landfill  

• Cost estimates for rehabilitation and post-closure management 

• An implementation plan to guide the Council towards achieving the outcomes 

in the Closure and Filling Plan.  

 

The Closure and Filling Plan also includes conceptual design drawings for the 

proposed landfill capping profile, shown below in Figure 2. Capping is a 

sophisticated civil works activity, akin to building a very deep road. 
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Figure 2. Capping Typical Section 

 

There are three distinct activities within the Closure and Filling Plan:  

 

Stage 1 – Active Landfill  

 

Council gained approval from the EPA to continue landfill activities in this area until 

the area has reached capacity. The remaining life of Stage 1 is estimated to be 18 

years (assumed completion date 2038/39) and consists of seven remaining trenches. 

Permanent capping of the trenches within Stage 1 is to be undertaken progressively 

or in a single event.  

 

Stage 2 – Future Landfill 

 

The landfill area in Stage 2 will include 12 landfill cells designed in accordance with 

the EPA Guidelines. The life of Stage 2 is estimated at 80 years. The capping will 

occur over three phases. The final profile of Stage 2 with be 15m above ground 

level.  

 

Post Closure Landfill 

 

The post-closure use of the site is to continue its operation as a waste facility 

including the operation of the Community Recycling Centre. In the future, further 

material processing and recovery infrastructure may be established at the site. 

However, no infrastructure will be placed on the landfill and it will be rehabilitated 

with natural vegetation or returned to agricultural grazing lands, which could 

provide a source of revenue for the Council. 

 

The Closure Plan identifies an estimated landfill life of 90 years. At the current 

consumption, it is projected that the landfill will actually last 108 years. Further 

diversion of recyclable and organic waste from the landfill may further extend its 

useful life. 
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(c) Options 

 

1. Endorse the Leeton Landfill Closure and Filling Plan as recommended. This is the 

preferred option. 

 

2. Endorse the Leeton Landfill Closure and Filling Plan with amendments. 

 

3. Reject the Leeton Landfill Closure and Filling Plan and Council undertake review 

of the Plan for future endorsement.  

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

While the Talis report estimates the life of the landfill as 90 years, based on today’s 

volumes and practices it is probable that improvements in education and increased 

waste diversion/recycling opportunities will extend the life substantially. For the 

purposes of Council’s current budgeting, staff have therefore revised the estimated 

life to 108 years. This will be reassessed regularly.   

 

Accounting standards for landfill sites require that Council recognises the necessity 

of rehabilitating the site at some future point as a liability. This is called a 

Rehabilitation Provision (Provision).   

 

Each time a new landfill cell is opened for use, Council must estimate the cost of 

what the capping and rehabilitation will cost in the future and then work out how 

much money needs to be put aside, either banked or otherwise provided now, to 

meet this obligation in the future.  

 

The initial value of the Provision is then recognised as an asset in the first instance. This 

value will vary depending on the anticipated inflation and bank rates at the time of 

calculation. 

 

For Stage 1, Council estimates that a new cell will be required around every 

3-5 years and has a capping cost of approximately $1.1 million (based on today’s 

costs). 

 

For Stage 2, where cells are almost double in size, the capping cost is estimated at 

$1.6 million (based on today’s costs).  

 

For Stage 1, where there are 12 cells with an estimated life of 18 more years, Council 

currently has five trenches opened. The first of these trenches was opened in 

2009/10.  To date, no Rehabilitation Provision has been made in previous budgets for 

the cost of capping these five cells. To ‘catch up’ and ensure that future 

generations are not saddled with the costs of today’s waste generators, staff are 

recommending a $3.3 million Provision with $2.7 million to be recognised as a cost in 

the 2020/21 financial year.  This covers the equivalent of 10 years of provisioning and 

depreciation.   
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While $2.7 million will be reflected in Council’s 2020/21 Financial Statements, it does 

not necessarily mean that the money can or will be available unless it is restricted. 

 

From 2021/22, provisioning will need to be undertaken on an annual basis.  While not 

currently in the adopted 2021/22 budget, this will need to be addressed at a future 

quarterly budget review. Staff are estimating a Provision in the vicinity of $350,000 for 

2021/22.   

 

Each year Council is required to re-examine the Provision and recognise the change 

in value and recognise the depreciation of the initial asset.  Future year’s allocations 

will vary depending on population, usage levels, changes to economic conditions 

(such as bank rates and inflation) or EPA licensing requirements.   

 

In theory, by the time Council needs to undertake the capping process, the Provision 

will be the real cost. As such the cost will not be recognised in the year the work is 

undertaken but would have already been recognised in the preceding years. 

 

Consideration of future Provisioning funding options is necessary due to the large 

amount of money that will be required when trenches are capped. There are a 

number of options that Council can explore, such as: 
 

• Introducing gate fees for all users 

• Increasing Waste Charges levied on each parcel or property 

• Introducing internal cost recovery from Council construction, demolition and 

open spaces municipal waste disposal. (Council disposal fee ‘savings’ are 

estimated at $368,649 for the 2020/21 financial year) 

• Determining if more components or greater volumes of Leeton’s waste can be 

diverted from landfill (extending the useful life of the site) 

• Considering loan funding if the required funds are not available 

• Investigating potential offset from methane generation. 

 

While Council has the ability to gradually implement cost increases, in rough terms 

for Stage 1 it is expected that Council’s Domestic Waste Management must 

increase its revenue by approximately $350,000 per annum (indexed to increase 

each year) such that adequate cash can be generated and restricted to cover 

landfill capping and rehabilitation obligations as they occur or to repay borrowings 

as they fall due. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Protection of the Environment Operations (Waste) Regulation 2014 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

NSW Solid Waste Guidelines 2016 
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(d) Risk 

 

There is significant environmental and economic risk if EPA requirements for the site 

are not met. Cells must be capped and remediated properly or Council risks a 

reduced life of the landfill and increased pollution at the site. 

 

Council risks a future financial burden if funding of these works is not planned for now 

and money put into reserve to cover the closure and remediation costs of the site. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

NSW Environmental Protection Authority  

Talis Consultants 

 

(b) Internal 

 

LSC Senior Management Team 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Three: A HEALTHY NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 9 - A community that 

respects the natural environment - 9 a - Provide waste management services - 

Operate Resource Recovery Facility and Transfer Stations in compliance with the 

regulations. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇨  Leeton Landfill Closure and Filling Plan - Attached separately  

   

../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_28072021_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=3
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ACTIVATION MATTERS 

ITEM 8.6  DRAFT MASTER PLAN FOR GOGELDRIE WEIR PUBLIC RESERVE AREA   

RECORD NUMBER 21/275 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/449 

AUTHOR/S Manager Visitor Services and Local 

Activation  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present the DRAFT Gogeldrie Weir Master Plan (Public 

Reserve Area) to Council for its endorsement to go on public exhibition.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council endorses the DRAFT Master Plan for the Gogeldrie Weir Public Reserve 

Area (Attachment 1) to go on public exhibition for a period of 28 days, starting from 

Friday 30 July and concluding on Thursday 26 August.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Leeton Shire Council engaged the services of industry professionals Integrated Site 

Design in mid-March 2021 to prepare a Master Plan for the Gogeldrie Weir Public 

Reserve Area.  

 

The preparation of a precinct masterplan to redevelop the Gogeldrie Weir Public 

Reserve Area was identified as a key priority in the Leeton Shire Council Delivery 

Program 2017–2022.  

 

The proposed development will provide the following benefits to the local 

community and visitors to the Gogeldrie Weir Public Reserve Area: improved facilities 

and access for the local community and visitors, greater access to the 

Murrumbidgee River and foreshore, links to the adjacent National Park and a visitor 

attraction to encourage increased visitation.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

This vision for a redeveloped Public Reserve Area at Gogeldrie Weir is to enhance 

the Community Recreation Area at Gogeldrie Weir to deliver an attractive family 

friendly, accessible, social and recreation hub for the residents of Leeton Shire and 

day visitors that is integrated with the Murrumbidgee Valley National Park and 

complementary to the next-door campground.  
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The broad design principles used to guide the preparation of the DRAFT Master Plan 

included: 

 

1. Clearly defined access to the recreation reserve with appropriate signage and 

car parking. 

2. Unrestricted public access to the weir structure and recreation reserve. 

3. Continuous public access along the entire river frontage – both above and 

below the Weir. 

4. A welcoming and fun space for visitors, including suitable play activities for 

children as well as safe boat launching and fish cleaning facilities. 

5. Retained access to the weir structure for WaterNSW. 

6. Removal of perimeter fencing in the recreation reserve and provision of a diverse 

range of recreation facilities to enhance general community use of the reserve. 

7. Provision of separate toilet facilities for the public reserve area.  

8. Provision of interpretive signage for the Weir and local cultural heritage. 

 

Extensive site inspection activities and key stakeholder meetings were undertaken to 

inform the development of the DRAFT Gogeldrie Weir Public Reserve Area Master 

Plan, including:  

 

• Detailed site inspection and project inception meetings with Council 

representatives – review asset condition, site constraints and adjacent Crown 

Land. 

• Discussions with the Leeton and District Local Aboriginal Land Council as well as 

members of the Gogeldrie Weir Committee 

• Review and analysis of detailed feedback received from the Gogeldrie Weir 

Have Your Say Leeton consultation survey conducted in August 2020.  

• Consultation with NSW National Parks and WaterNSW key staff representatives on 

possible opportunities for enhancement and expansion. 

 

The DRAFT Master Plan that has been prepared is informed by evidence and 

supported by concept designs with potential ideas for inclusion, cost estimates 

(capital and operations), a funding/staging plan and facilities management plan 

(identifying alternative methods for operating and funding the management and 

maintenance of the reserve). It will also assist Council greatly in applying for future 

grant applications relating to the redevelopment works.      

 

All potential ideas listed in the concept design plans for redeveloping the Gogeldrie 

Weir Public Reserve Area are ideas only and being presented to the wider 

community for comment before any firm plans are locked in for the redevelopment.  

 

(c) Options 

 

The Draft Master Plan for the Gogeldrie Weir Public Reserve Area is recommended 

for endorsement by the Council in order to undertake public consultation. 
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IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Cost estimates provided by Integrated Site Design indicate that to implement all 

suggestions included in the concept drawings for the redevelopment of the 

Gogeldrie Weir Public Reserve Area will cost $2,957,800.  

An indicative $2 million has been allocated in the 2021/22 Leeton Shire Council 

Capital Works Budget to implement elements of the Gogeldrie Weir Master Plan for 

the Public Reserve Area, being made up of $1 million in grant funding (opportunities 

to be applied for), $500,000 in Contributions Funding from external partners such as 

WaterNSW and NSW National Parks and $500,000 in Council Loan Funding.  

 

(b) Policy 

Leeton on the Go – Community Strategic Plan 

Leeton Shire council 2021/22 Budget Including Capital Works Program 

Delivery Program 2017–2022 and Operational Plan 2021/22 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Managing expectations by: 

 

• Financial/affordability – ensuring community is aware that project 

implementation is subject to successful grant funding applications. 

• Land ownership – Half of the land and infrastructure being proposed for 

redevelopment in the Public Reserve Area is owned by NSW National Parks and 

Water NSW, so Council needs to ensure that buy-in from these key stakeholders 

for certain aspects of the redevelopment is sought. There has been close 

consultation throughout the development of the DRAFT Master Plan with these 

two key stakeholders including representation on the Gogeldrie Weir Committee 

from Water NSW. 

• Increased operational costs – a redevelopment of this scale will bring with it 

increased operating expenditure for items such as regular maintenance of the 

area. Council needs to be prudent with this spend and manage it effectively on 

behalf of ratepayers.     

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service 

Water NSW 

Leeton and District Local Aboriginal Land Council 

Gogeldrie Weir Committee Members 

 

Consultation with the wider community on the concept plans for the DRAFT 

Gogeldrie Weir Public Reserve Area Master Plan will be undertaken by Council’s 

Have Your Say Leeton community engagement website and hard copies will be 
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made available for viewing by the general public at the Leeton Shire Council 

Administration Office, Leeton Shire Library, Whitton Post Office, Murrami Post Office, 

and Yanco Post Office.  

 

(b) Internal 

Property Coordinator & Native Title Manager 

Manager Planning, Building & Health 

Group Manager Corporate 

Group Manager Operations 

General Manager 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Three: A HEALTHY NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – A community that 

enjoys our natural environment – 10 a - Provide recreational facilities along the 

Murrumbidgee River within Leeton Shire – Monitor the provision of camping and 

recreational facilities at Gogeldrie Weir (delivered under lease) and develop a 

precinct masterplan. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇨  DRAFT Gogeldrie Weir Master Plan (Public Reserve Area) - Attached separately  
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ITEM 8.7  REZONING AND RECLASSIFICATION OF 26 LAKE PADDOCK DRIVE, 

LEETON   

RECORD NUMBER 21/253 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/277 

AUTHOR/S Manager Planning, Building and Health  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is two-fold.  First, this report seeks to inform Council on the 

outcome of the public exhibition of the Planning Proposal to rezone 26 Lake 

Paddock Drive, Leeton from RE1 Public Recreation to R2 Low Density Residential 

pursuant to the Leeton Local Environmental Plan 2014, and the outcome of the 

public hearing held into the reclassification of that land from ‘community’ land to 

‘operational’ land. Second, this report seeks Council’s endorsement of the Planning 

Proposal to enable the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) to 

finalise and make the plan. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council resolves to:  

 

1. Endorse the rezoning and reclassification of Lot 49 in DP 1114977, 26 Lake 

Paddock Drive, Leeton, from Public Recreation RE1 to Low Density Residential R2 

and from community land to operational land.  

 

2. Submit the final Planning Proposal to the Department of Planning, Industry and 

Environment for final determination and plan-making.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

On 5 February 2002, Council granted development consent for a 103-lot residential 

subdivision in McQuillan Road, subject to conditions including the requirement to 

pay development contributions for the provision of recreation and open space.  

That consent was subsequently modified, at the request of the developer, to reduce 

the recreation and open space contribution in lieu of the dedication of 6,000m² of 

open space.  The dedication would include the land known as Lot 49 in DP 1114977 

and adjacent Lot 48 in DP 1114977.  The dedication of these two lots resulted in a 

total area of 10,570m² being dedicated to Council for open space, with Lot 48 

comprising 8,828m² and Lot 49 comprising 1,742m². 
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Subsequent to the above, in undertaking initial design considerations for the 

residential estate and surrounds, Council established that the combined area of 

10,570m² across both Lots 48 and 49 for open space would be excessive. This 

presented an opportunity to realise the asset value of Lot 49 for resale as a 

residential allotment, subject to rezoning and reclassification, allowing the proceeds 

of the sale to be directed towards the development of the larger parcel of open 

space on Lot 48. 

 

To this end, on Wednesday 22 August 2018, Council resolved to reclassify Lot 49 in DP 

1114977, 26 Lake Paddock Drive, Leeton, from community to operational land in 

accordance with Section 32 of the Local Government Act 1993.  Council made this 

resolution on the basis that the land was deemed unsuitable for the purpose of 

recreation and open space due to its size and shape.  As noted above, in the report 

to Council for that meeting, it was noted that the intention following the eventual 

sale of Lot 49 would be that the proceeds would be allocated to the establishment 

of a recreational and open space facility on adjacent Lot 48. 

 

Further to the above resolution to reclassify Lot 49, on 26 September 2018, Council 

resolved to rezone Lot 49 in DP 1114977, 26 Lake Paddock Drive, Leeton, from Public 

Recreation RE1 to Low Density Residential R2.  The rezoning, in conjunction with the 

reclassification, is necessary to enable the sale of Lot 49 as a single residential zoned 

allotment. 

 

A Planning Proposal report was prepared and submitted to DPIE for consideration as 

per Council’s resolution. Additional information was submitted to DPIE following 

submission of the Planning Proposal in relation to matters regarding housing and 

growth targets, addressing property restrictions, further information on compliance 

with new State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs), stormwater management, 

accessibility and additional justification for the residential zoning of Lot 49. Following 

submission of this additional information, on 9 March 2021, DPIE issued a Gateway 

Determination for the Planning Proposal and reclassification under Section 3.34(2) of 

the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). 

 

The Gateway Determination is contained in Attachment 1. 

 

The Gateway Determination required the Planning Proposal be updated as follows: 

 

a) include mapping showing the proposed changes to the LEP maps LZN 014F, LSZ 

014F, HOB 014F and FSR 014F. 

 

As required by Condition 2 of the Gateway Determination, Council amended the 

Planning Proposal and submitted it to DPIE on 6 April 2021.  DPIE confirmed by email 

correspondence on 26 April 2021 that the Planning Proposal could proceed to 

public exhibition in accordance with Condition 3 of the Gateway Determination 

and Section 3.34(2)(c) and Schedule 1 Clause 4 of the EP&A Act. 

 

The final (amended) Planning Proposal is contained in Attachment 2. 

 

The Planning Proposal was publicly exhibited from 4 May 2021 to 1 June 2021 in 

accordance with the Gateway Determination and Council’s Community 
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Participation Plan. Council confirmed that no submissions were received from the 

community during the exhibition of the Planning Proposal. 

 

The Gateway Determination stated that a public hearing was not required under 

Section 3.34(2)(e) of the Act, but that Leeton Shire Council was to conduct a public 

hearing in accordance with the requirements of Section 29 of the Local Government 

Act 1993 given the proposal involves reclassification of public land from community 

land to operational land (Condition 5). 

 

The public hearing was conducted on 30 June 2021.  Sufficient public notification of 

the hearing was undertaken by Council in accordance with DPIE’s Local 

Environment Plan (LEP) practice note PN 16-001, which specifies once the Planning 

Proposal public exhibition period has ended, at least 21 days public notice is to be 

given before the hearing. This allows the person chairing the hearing sufficient time 

to consider written submissions and all issues raised. 

 

Mel Krzus (Director) of City Plan Strategy and Development (City Plan) was the 

Independent Chair (Chair) of the public hearing on 30 June 2021. At the request of 

Council, given the escalating COVID-19 situation at the time, the Chair facilitated 

the public hearing by Zoom.  The hearing commenced promptly at 3.00pm in  

Council’s chambers. The hearing was attended by Council officers as ‘observers’ 

but no members of the public/community attended. This meant that no submissions 

regarding the proposed reclassification were made at the public hearing. 

 

The Chair prepared a report summarising the outcomes of the public hearing 

(Attachment 3), which was issued to Council on 8 July 2021. The report 

recommended that Council proceeds with the reclassification of 26 Lake Paddock 

Drive, Leeton (Lot 49 in DP 1114977) from ‘community’ to ‘operational’ land.  The 

report was made available for inspection by the public at Leeton Shire Council not 

later than 4 days after the report had been received, in accordance with Section 

47G(3) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

As noted in Section (a) above, the Planning Proposal has only undergone minor 

amendments as a result of the conditions of the Gateway Determination issued by 

DPIE.  This includes preparation of mapping showing the proposed changes to the 

relevant LEP maps (height, minimum lot size, land zoning, FSR). The overall intent of 

the Planning Proposal remains unchanged, which seeks to facilitate the below: 

 

• Amendment of the zoning of the land from RE1 Public Recreation to R2 Low 

Density Residential 

• Introduction of a minimum lot size of 4,000m² for the land 

• Introduction of a maximum building height of 8.5 metres 

• Introduction of a maximum floor space ratio of 0.5:1 

• Insertion of Lot 49 into Part 2, Schedule 4 of the Leeton LEP to reclassify the land 

from community land to operational land; and 

• Extinguishing of the public reserve status, flood easement and use of land 

restrictions on title of Lot 49, DP 1114977 (discharging interests). 
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Facilitation of the above will ultimately enable the sale and development of Lot 49 

for the purpose of a single low density residential development, with the proceeds of 

the sale able to be allocated to the redevelopment of adjacent Lot 48. 

 

There will be no planning, policy, public or social implications as a result of the 

rezoning and reclassification.  There would however be a range of public and social 

benefits, as follows: 

 

• There are no likely environmental impacts as a result of the proposal. The 

intended low density residential use is consistent and compatible with surrounding 

land. 

• There will be a minor increase in housing stock in an existing urban and accessible 

area of the township of Leeton, which is a positive outcome for the community, 

housing stock and housing affordability generally. 

• The proposal will result in better utilisation of the current vacant allotment at Lot 49 

and ultimately, a more orderly and economic use and development of the land. 

• There will be direct benefits to the public given the funds from the sale will be 

reallocated to the development of adjacent Lot 48, which is a much larger area 

of open space that is more accessible, appropriately sized and, therefore, better 

‘quality’ than Lot 49. While Lot 48 has been largely redeveloped since the time 

that the Council first resolved to reclassify and rezone Lot 49, the funds from the 

sale will offset the cost already accrued by Council as a result of the 

redevelopment. 

 

(c) Options 

 

At this late stage in the process and given Council has previously resolved to rezone 

and reclassify Lot 49 for the aforementioned purpose, there are limited practical 

options moving forward. 

 

Failure to resolve to submit the Planning Proposal for finalisation and plan-making is 

an option. However, this would result in a considerable loss of time and cost 

associated with undertaking the Planning Proposal and reclassification process to-

date, but also, ongoing issues surrounding the vacancy of Lot 49 (cost associated 

with ongoing maintenance, safety concerns and the like). 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Should the sale of the land proceed, subject to finalisation of the Planning Proposal 

and reclassification of the land, it is understood the funds obtained from the sale of 

Lot 49 will offset the costs associated with planning, legal and conveyancing costs, 

as well as the costs associated with the prior redevelopment and embellishment of 

adjacent Lot 48. 

 

Funding for the facilitation of the public hearing and preparation of the public 

hearing report and the subject report has been provided by the NSW DPIE. 

 

Existing resources will be utilised for the final stages of delivery of the proposal, 

consequently, no additional funding is anticipated to be required. 
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(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

In accordance with the Gateway Determination, the Planning Proposal must be 

reported to Council for a final recommendation within 5 months of the date of the 

determination. A final recommendation on the Planning Proposal must therefore be 

made at the subject July Council meeting, noting that the aforementioned 5 months 

ceases on 9 August 2021. 

 

Further to the above, the Gateway Determination requires that the Planning 

Proposal must be submitted to DPIE for finalisation within six (6) months from the date 

in the determination. Subject to a favourable recommendation by Council on the 

current proposal, the Planning Proposal must therefore be submitted to DPIE by no 

later than 9 September 2021. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Given the Planning Proposal is in its final stages of plan-making and given there were 

no submissions raised during either the public exhibition of the Planning Proposal or 

the public hearing for the reclassification, it is considered there is a very limited risk 

that DPIE will not complete the LEP amendment. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Following issue of the Gateway Determination by DPIE on 9 March 2021, and 

amendment of the Planning Proposal in accordance with Conditions 1 and 2 of that 

determination, the Planning Proposal (as amended) was publicly exhibited for a 

minimum of 28 days, between 4 May 2021 to 1 June 2021. Public exhibition of the 

Planning Proposal was undertaken in accordance with Condition 3 of the Gateway 

Determination and Council’s Community Participation Plan. 

 

As noted earlier, no public submissions were received in relation to the public 

exhibition of the Planning Proposal. 

 

Also as noted earlier, Condition 5 of the Gateway Determination confirmed Council 

was required to conduct a public hearing in accordance with the requirements of 

Section 29 of the Local Government Act 1993 as the proposal involves 

reclassification of public land from community land to operational land. 

 

Notice of the public hearing was made on both Council’s website and in the local 

newspaper The Irrigator (via the ‘Council Noticeboard’) on 4 June 2021, which 

provided more than the required 21 days’ notice prior to the public hearing. 

 

The public hearing was held at Council’s chambers on 30 June 2021 at 3.00pm for 

one (1) hour. Due to the escalating COVID-19 situation, Leeton Shire Council 

requested that the public hearing be chaired via Zoom.   
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As required by Section 47G of the Local Government Act 1993, the person presiding 

at the public hearing must be independent of Council and must not be a councillor 

or employee of Leeton Council and must not been a councillor or employee of that 

Council at any time. The public hearing was chaired by such an independent 

person, being Mel Krzus of City Plan.  The public hearing was attended by the 

following Council representatives, as ‘observers’: 

 

• Francois Van Der Berg, Manager Planning, Building & Health 

• Sarah Sharman, Town Planner 

 

The public hearing was not attended by any members of the public and no 

submissions (verbal or written) were received in relation to the proposed 

reclassification. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Manager 

Group Manager Activation 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Five: A QUALITY BUILT ENVIRONMENT within 

Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 17 - A community that 

enjoys attractive towns and parks - 17 a - Provide open spaces for active and 

passive leisure - Maintain and improve Council's park network. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Gateway Determination 

2⇨  Final (amended) Planning Proposal - Attached separately  

3⇩  Public Hearing Report 
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ITEM 8.8  WESTERN RIVERINA ARTS ANNUAL REPORT   

RECORD NUMBER 21/207 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/168 

AUTHOR/S Manager Cultural Services  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

Leeton Shire Council makes an annual budget allocation of $11,000 for membership 

of Western Riverina Arts (WRA). This report summarises the reported benefits to the 

Leeton Community of this investment. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the information in the Western Riverina Arts reports.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The Board of WRA held its AGM in April 2021. In anticipation of Council’s continued 

funding in 2021/22, WRA has outlined its outcomes for 2020/21 and its forward plans 

for Council’s information. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

WRA utilises Council’s annual investment to support Leeton’s creative community.  

 

For 2020/21, leading into 2021/22 

 

WRA supported the Leeton Shire creative community in the following manner. 

 

• Australian Art Deco Festival Leeton – Sponsored $500 for the 2021 event. 

• Roxy Community Theatre – Engaged on the Theatre’s redevelopment and 

supported its promotion and shows. 

• Leeton Artists – Supported the development of a number of projects including a 

series of online videos by Artist Jason Richardson.  

• Leeton Art Society – Sponsored and supported the Society and member artists. 

• Leeton Museum and Art Gallery – Exhibition by Veronica Collins. 
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• Leeton Writers Group – Raised grant funds to support the Leeton Writer in 

Residence Program and supported a weekly writers group ‘gathering’ that 

averaged 20 participants and expanded to 70 participants online. 

• Restart Grants and Micro Grants – Administered and distributed grants across the 

region. 

• Country Arts Support Program (CASP) – Provided assessment services to the NSW 

Government for the CASP Arts and Cultural Finding Program. 

• Regional Arts Development Organisation (RADO) Workshops with the NSW 

Government – Provided outcomes on the logistics of distributing grants to the 

region through the RADO network. 

• Warangesda Exhibition – Planned for the next 12 months at the Leeton Museum 

and Gallery (WCIC), post COVID-19. 

• Leeton and District Aboriginal Land Council (LDALC) – Partnered on funding, and 

provided logistical and in-kind support for four major projects initiated by the 

Leeton Wiradjuri Community:  

1. Bernard Higgins – First Nations Digital Artist (Leeton) progressing his career via a 

residency 

2. Six public films on the Wiradjuri Language 

3. Oral History Stories – a small event to be held in the Leeton Museum and Art 

Gallery (LMAG) 

4. Water installation in the safe – a digital art installation in the old-style safe in the 

Museum section of the LMAG. 

These four projects are to be delivered in 2022. Two of the projects engaged the 

LMAG and LDALC in defining project concepts and milestones. One of the 

projects is to take place in the LMAG, and the LMAG is the preferred venue for 

Brendan Higgins’ residency. The final business plan for the residency is to be 

submitted to Leeton Shire Council because the Shire is home to the preferred 

venue, although the project will go ahead even if the LMAG is not confirmed as 

the venue. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

• For the year ended 31 December 2020, Western Riverina Arts reported a surplus 

on activities ($26,572) above the budget projection against the previous year 

($2,675). 

• Western Riverina Arts' Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2020 reported total 

assets of $103,764 and liabilities of $15,214. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

There are no policy implications from this report. 
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(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

There are no legislative or statutory requirements arising from this report. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Council’s interests are promoted through staff representation on the governing 

board. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

The Western Riverina Arts Board has provided the attached reports for Council’s 

information. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Nil 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 2 - “AN ACTIVE AND ENRICHED COMMUNITY” 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 07 - A community 

that enjoys arts and culture - 7b is to “Enhance artistic and cultural activity across 

Leeton Shire - Collaborate with Western Riverina Regional Arts Board to deliver 

events and programs in Leeton Shire”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  2020 WRA  Annual Report 
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ITEM 8.9  MINUTES OF THE WHITTON TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING - 

1 JUNE 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/273 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/446/02 

AUTHOR/S Manager Visitor Services and Local 

Activation  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Whitton Town 

Improvement Committee meeting held on Tuesday 1 June 2021 (Attachment 1). 

 

The Minutes are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee and are 

presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Whitton Town Improvement 

Committee meeting held on Tuesday 1 June 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Whitton Town Improvement Committee is to be a forum for 

engagement between the community of Whitton and Leeton Shire Council. To 

facilitate this purpose, the Committee holds meetings on a quarterly basis to discuss 

priorities for the Whitton community, including those identified in the Whitton Town 

Improvement Plan. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Whitton Town Improvement Committee met for a Committee Meeting on 

Tuesday 1 June 2021. Discussions were held in relation to several matters including 

the: 
 

• Whitton Mural and Water Tower Art Project – the Committee provided its 

endorsement of the concept designs.  

• Red’s Butcher Shop and Vacant Blocks Update – weeds were sprayed on the 

Red’s butcher shop block on 18 May 2021 and a full-scale yard clean-up was 

undertaken to make the block easier to maintain in future. It will be added to the 

parks and gardens maintenance schedule as advised by the Manager Open 
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Space and Recreation. Council is still open to expressions of interest for the 

property’s use. Chair of the Whitton Town Improvement Committee, Tracy Catlin, 

has suggested Council needs to put up onsite advertising (real estate style).  

• Whitton Courthouse Museum – the Museum is currently closed to visitors because 

of the deterioration of the Courthouse wall and building. Volunteers are allowed 

into the Museum but the Courthouse is off-limits. Funds have been voted in the 

2021/22 budget to make it secure. Once these works have been completed, the 

Museum can be re-opened to the public. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

$146,000 was obtained via the NSW Government’s Stronger Country Communities 

Fund – Round 3 to complete the Whitton Mural and Water Tower Artwork Project. 

 

$60,000 has been allocated in the Leeton Shire Council 2021/22 Capital Works 

Budget to address structural integrity issues at the Whitton Courthouse Museum.  

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Financial – ensuring the community knows that identified projects are subject to 

budget bids 

Representative – ensuring the voice of community is heard, not just the voice of the 

Committee 

Informational – ensuring the wider Whitton community is informed about Committee 

plans and progress. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Manager Open Space & Recreation 

Manager Cultural Services 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved – 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making – Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Whitton Town Improvement Committee Meeting Minutes - 1 JUNE 2021 
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ITEM 8.10  MINUTES OF THE YANCO TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING - 

10 MAY 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/274 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/447/02 

AUTHOR/S Manager Visitor Services and Local 

Activation  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Yanco Town 

Improvement Committee meeting held on Monday 10 May 2021 (Attachment 1). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Receives for information the Minutes of the Yanco Town Improvement 

Committee meeting held on Monday 10 May 2021. 

2. Endorses for membership of the Yanco Town Improvement Committee Barb 

Mansell, Hugh Milvain, Beryl Coelli, Pam Bonfield and Robert Hermes.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The former Yanco Progress Committee folded into the Yanco Town Hall Committee 

nearly a decade ago. It was recently resolved by the Yanco Hall Committee – on 

Council’s recommendation – to re-establish a separate committee to ensure a 

stronger focus on town improvement. 

 

The purpose of the Committee is to be a forum for engagement between the 

community of Yanco and Leeton Shire Council. To facilitate this purpose, the 

Committee holds meetings on a quarterly basis to discuss priorities for the Yanco 

community, and to develop and implement a Yanco Town Improvement Plan. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Yanco Town Improvement Committee held a Committee Meeting on Monday 

10 May 2021. Discussions took place regarding several matters including the: 
 

• Horse trough – the committee was advised that the horse trough has been 

patched and last week sealed to finish the works. 
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• Installation of kerbing on both sides of the centre islands (in front of Yanco Shop) 

– the Committee was advised that the 2021/22 budget does not include 

provision for these works. They were also advised that there had been no 

complaints received of drainage issues or people parking on the grass median. If 

this is becoming an issue Council could potentially look at reinstalling copper log 

fencing. 

• Councillor Nardi suggested that mural artworks could be a great way to further 

improve the entrance to Yanco, with the side of the Yanco Hotel building as you 

drive in from Narrandera a potential location. Cr Nardi and the Manager Visitor 

Services and Local Activation are to meet onsite to discuss the matter. 

• Cr Nardi and Mayor Maytom both suggested Yanco building owners in the main 

street could be included in the next stage of the 

Façade Painting Project.  

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Horse Trough Project was funded via the Infrastructure Drought Funding Round 3, 

which provided $5,000 to complete the project. 

 

$191,895.23 is being carried over in the 2021/22 Leeton Shire Council Operational 

Budget for the CBD Façade Painting Project – Stage 2.  

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Financial – ensuring community knows identified projects are subject to budget bids. 

Representative – ensuring the voice of the Yanco community is heard, not just the 

voice of the committee 

Informational – ensuring the community is kept informed about committee plans 

and progress. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Advertisements calling for committee members to join the Yanco Town 

Improvement Committee were displayed at Yanco Shop and an initial 
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advertisement was placed in the Council News, in The Irrigator, when the 

Committee was re-established last year.  

 

(b) Internal 

 

Manager Roads & Drainage 

Manager Cultural Services 

Manager Special Projects 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved – 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making – Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Yanco Town Improvement Committee Minutes - 10 May 2021 

2⇩  Yanco Town Improvement Committee Membership Applications 
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COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

ITEM 10.1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT 

RECORD NUMBER 21/266 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/130 

AUTHOR Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

and Mayor  

  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT Council notes the Councillor Activity Reports for the period 1 July 2021 to  

28 July 2021. 
 

 

Cr Paul Maytom 
 

2 July 2021 Miss Fisher and Crypt of Tears Exhibition Opening 

6 July 2021 Quarterly Police Meeting with Narrandera Shire Council 

7 July 2021 Sporting Walk of Fame Meeting 

9 July 2021 MLHD Health Plan Meeting 

13 July 2021 Leeton Connect Strategic Meeting, JumpStart Public 

Meeting and Gogeldrie Weir Masterplan Presentation 

15 July 2021 Leeton Connect Board Meeting 

16 July 2021 Leeton Multicultural Support Group FRRR Project Update 

Meeting and Leeton CBD Façade Painting Stage 1 Photo 

Opportunity 

19 July 2021 Murray Darling Association Committee of Regional Chairs 

Meeting 

21 July 2021 Sporting Walk of Fame Meeting and Leeton Men’s Shed 

Meeting 

26 July 2021 Murray Darling Association Region 9 Annual General 

Meeting and Ordinary Meeting and Public Health 

Meeting with Local Member Helen Dalton MP 

27 July 2021 RAMJO Board Dinner 

28 July 2021  RAMJO Board Meeting 
 

Cr George Weston 
 

8 July 2021 Bega Plant (Leeton) Site Visit 

13 July 2021 Community Strategic Plan Consultation and Gogeldrie 

Weir Masterplan Presentation 

14 July 2021 Community Strategic Plan Consultation 

15 July 2021 SunRice Festival Meeting 

16 July 2021 CBD Committee Meeting Roxy Forecourt Design 

Updated Plans and Leeton CBD Façade Painting Stage 1 

Photo Opportunity 

17 July 2021 Volunteer at Leeton Museum and Gallery 
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26 July 2021 Public Health Meeting with Local Member Helen Dalton 

MP 
 

Cr Tracey Morris 
 

2 July 2021 Miss Fisher and Crypt of Tears Exhibition Opening 

13 July 2021 Gogeldrie Weir Masterplan Presentation 

15 July 2021 Community Strategic Plan Consultation 

16 July 2021 Leeton CBD Façade Painting Stage 1 Photo Opportunity 

17 July 2021 Leeton Park Run 

24 July 2021 Leeton Park Run 

26 July 2021 Public Health Meeting with Local Member Helen Dalton 

MP 

 

Cr Sandra Nardi 
 

12 July 2021 Yanco Community Hall Committee Meeting 

26 July 2021 Public Health Meeting with Local Member Helen Dalton 

MP 

 

Cr Tony Ciccia 
 

12 July 2021 Community Strategic Plan Consultation  

13 July 2021 Gogeldrie Weir Masterplan Presentation 

14 July 2021 Community Strategic Plan Consultation 

16 July 2021 CBD Committee Meeting Roxy Forecourt Design 

Updated Plans 

 

Cr Paul Smith 
 

14 July 2021 Gogeldrie Weir Masterplan Presentation 

15 July 2021 Community Strategic Plan Consultation  

26 July 2021 Public Health Meeting with Local Member Helen Dalton 

MP 

 

Cr Tony Reneker 
 

2 July 2021 Miss Fisher and Crypt of Tears Exhibition Opening and 

Sporting Walk of Fame Meeting 

7 July 2021 Sporting Walk of Fame Meeting 

12 July 2021 Community Strategic Plan Consultations  

14 July 2021 Volunteer at Leeton Museum and Gallery 

16 July 2021 CBD Committee Meeting Roxy Forecourt Design 

Updated Plans 

21 July 2021 Sporting Walk of Fame Meeting 
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