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LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

24 May 2023 

7:00PM 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CIVIC PRAYER  

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 

COUNCILLORS  

 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES AND ANY MATTERS ARISING 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday 

26 April 2023, as circulated, be taken as read and CONFIRMED.  

5. DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

6. MAYORAL MINUTES  

6.1 MAYORAL MINUTE – DAMAGING INCREASE IN EMERGENCY 

SERVICES LEVY COSTS ......................................................................5  

 

7. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

7.1 MINUTES OF THE AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT 

COMMITTEE MEETING - 11 MAY 2023 ............................................ 12 

7.2 MINUTES OF RAMJO MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2023 ..................... 22 

7.3 DELIVERY PROGRAM PROGRESS REPORT FOR QUARTER 2 

AND 3 - 2022/23 ............................................................................. 42  

CORPORATE MATTERS 

7.4 2022/23 BUDGET REVIEW FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 31 MARCH 

2023……………………………………………………SEPARATE REPORT 
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7.5 FEES PAYABLE TO MAYORS AND COUNCILLORS - LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL ANNUAL REPORT 

AND DETERMINATION 2023 .......................................................... 114 

7.6 INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR APRIL 2023 ........................................ 166  

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MATTERS 

7.7 PLANNING PROPOSAL TO AMEND LAND USE TABLE FOR RU5 

VILLAGE ZONE .............................................................................. 179 

7.8 ROUND TWO OF THE 2022/23 COMMUNITY STRENGTHENING 

GRANTS PROGRAM ALLOCATIONS ............................................. 258   

 

8. NOTICES OF MOTIONS   

 

9. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

9.1 CHANGE OF NAME OF PURCHASER VARIOUS LOTS VANCE 

ESTATE STAGE 3 AND EXTENSION IN TIME FOR DEVELOPER 

REBATES 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Closed Council with the 

press and public excluded to allow consideration of this item, as provided for 

under Section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the grounds 

that the report contains information that would, if disclosed, confer a 

commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 

(or proposes to conduct) business.   

 

9.2  ROXY COMMUNITY THEATRE – BUILD NEXT STEPS 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Closed Council with the press 

and public excluded to allow consideration of this item, as provided for under 

Section 10A(2) (d) of the Local Government Act 1993, on the grounds that the 

report contains commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 

disclosed (i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it; or 

(ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the Council; or (iii) 

reveal a trade secret.  

10. COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

10.1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT ................................................... 263  

 

11. CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  
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PUBLIC FORUM - REQUEST TO ADDRESS COUNCIL  

 

The Council may hold a public forum commencing 15 minutes prior to each 

ordinary meeting of the Council. Each speaker will be allowed a maximum of 

three (3) minutes on a listed agenda item. 

 

To register to speak on listed agenda item at a Council meeting please 

contact the Governance Team via council@leeton.nsw.gov.au or 02 6953 

0911.  

 

VIDEO RECORDING 

 

Council meetings are now video recorded. Members of the public are 

advised that their voice and/or image may form part of that recording. 

 

OATH OF OFFICE 

 

Councillors’ obligations under the Oath or Affirmation of Office are as follows: 

 

I swear that I will undertake the duties of the office of Councillor in the best 

interests of the people of Leeton and the Leeton Shire Council and that I will 

faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and 

discretions vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other 

Act to the best of my ability and judgment. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF OFFICE 

 

I solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will undertake the duties of 

the office of councillor in the best interests of the people of Leeton Shire and 

the Leeton Shire Council and that I will faithfully and impartially carry out the 

functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in me under the Local 

Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my ability and 

judgment. 

 

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
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ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
A GUIDING CHECKLIST FOR COUNCILLORS, 

OFFICERS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEES 

 

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

• Is the decision or conduct legal? 

• Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 

• What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 

• Does it raise a conflict of interest? 

• Could your possible conflict of interest lead to private gain or loss at public expense? 

• Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 

• Would it withstand public scrutiny? 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty.  There are 

two types of conflict:  Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act and 

Division of Local Government and, Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct 

and policy.  ICAC, Ombudsman, Division of Local Government (advice only). 

 

THE TEST FOR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 

• Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 

• Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of “corruption” – using 

public office for private gain. 

• Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest 

 

IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS 

1st Do I have private interest affected by a matter I am officially involved in? 

2nd Is my official role one of influence or perceived influence over the matter? 

3rd Do my private interest conflict with my official role? 

 

Whilst seeking advice is generally useful, the ultimate decision rests with the person 

concerned. 

 

AGENCY ADVICE 

Officers of the following agencies are available during office hours to discuss the obligations 

placed on Councillors, Officers and Community Committee members by various pieces of 

legislation, regulation and Codes. 

 

Contact Phone Email Website 

Leeton Shire Council 6953 0911 council@leeton.nsw.gov.au www.leeton.nsw.gov.au 

 

ICAC 8281 5999 icac@icac.nsw.gov.au www.icac.nsw.gov.au 

 Toll Free  

 1800 463 909 

  

Office of 

Local Government 4428 4100 olg@olg.nsw.gov.au www.olg.nsw.gov.au 

 

NSW Ombudsman 9286 1000 

 Toll Free  

 1800 451 524 nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au www.ombo.nsw.gov.au  

  

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
http://www.leeton.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:icac@icac.nsw.gove.au
http://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:olg@olg.nsw.gov.au
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au
http://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/
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MAYORAL REPORTS 

ITEM 1 MAYORAL MINUTE – DAMAGING INCREASE IN EMERGENCY 
SERVICES LEVY COSTS 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/29 

RECORD NUMBER 23/103 
  

 
SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

Councillors are requested to support representation to the NSW Government in 

response to the highly damaging increase in the Emergency Services Levy (ESL) 

imposed on all Councils without warning for the 2023/24 financial year. 

 

This Mayoral Minute recommends that Council call on the NSW Government to take 

immediate action to: 

 

a. restore the ESL subsidy, 

b. decouple the ESL from the rate peg to enable councils to recover the full 

cost, 

c. develop a fairer, more transparent and financially sustainable method of 

funding critically important emergency services. 

 

The Mayoral Minute also recommends that Council write to IPART advising of the 

financial sustainability impacts on of the ESL.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT:  

 

1. Council writes to the Treasurer, the Minister for Emergency Services, the 

Minister for Local Government and local State Member (Attachment 1): 

 

a. Expressing Council’s strong opposition to the NSW Government’s last 

minute decision to impose an enormous Emergency Services Levy (ESL) 

cost increase on Councils for 2023/24 by scrapping the ESL subsidy for 

councils and at a time after Council has publicly advertised its 

Operational Plan and annual budget to the community; 

 

b. Noting that because of the unannounced 71% increase in the State 

Emergency Service budget and an 18% increase in the Fire and 

Rescue NSW budget, Council’s draft budget must now increase by a 

further $177K which continues state led imposts that impact Councils’ 

capacity to provide essential community services and infrastructure.  

 

c. Advising that the Government’s decision may force Council’s to 

reduce important local services and/or the cancellation of necessary 

infrastructure projects; 
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d. Calling on the NSW Government to take immediate action to: 

i. restore the ESL subsidy in 2023/24,  

ii. urgently introduce legislation to decouple the ESL from the rate 

peg to enable councils to recover the full cost on behalf of the 

NSW Government,  

iii. develop a fairer, more transparent and financially sustainable 

method of funding critically important emergency services in 

consultation with local government. 

 

2. Council writes to the Chair of the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 

Tribunal (IPART) advising that Council’s forced emergency services 

contribution is manifestly disproportionate to the 2023/24 rate cap, which has 

resulted in additional financial stress (Attachment 2). 

 

3. Council writes to the President of LGNSW seeking the Association’s ongoing 

advocacy to bring about a relief in the burden of Councils’ emergency 

services contribution. 

 

REPORT 

 

The ESL is a cost imposed on Councils and insurance policy holders to fund the 

emergency services budget in NSW. The majority is paid as part of insurance 

premiums, with a further 11.7% funded by Councils and 14.6% by the NSW 

Government.  

 

The ESL represents cost shifting at its worse, as it is imposed on Councils without any 

mechanism for Councils to recover costs.  In other words, it is paid for out of our 

rates.  

 

In the last month, the NSW Government has decided to scrap their subsidy for 

Council ESL payments. This unexpected and damaging levy increase for the State’s 

128 Councils’ contributions to almost $77M, with the total cost imposed on the local 

government sector increasing from $143M in the current financial year to $219M next 

year.  

 

This represents a 53.1% increase, completely dwarfing the IPART baseline rate peg of 

3.7% for 2023/24. 

 

It seems the NSW government has increased the State Emergency Service budget 

by 73%, with an 18.5% funding increase to Fire and Rescue NSW.   It is noted that this 

was done with no consultation with local Councils.  

 

For many Councils, the unexpected cost hit will absorb almost all their IPART-

approved rate rise for this year and in some cases absorb more than 100%. For 

Leeton Shire Council, the unexpected cost for 23/24 will ‘eat away’ $109,365 of the 

$289,427 proposed rate increase, or 61.5%, and will bring our total Council ESL 

contribution up to $292,365.  This is placing local government budgets under 

enormous pressure as they struggle with rate pegging compounded by the 

combined impact of the pandemic, extreme weather events, high inflation and 

wage increases.  
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It has to be said that IPART-approved rate rises are intended to compensate for the 

impacts of inflation and increases on Councils’ costs. For 23/24, if the ESL subsidy is 

not re-instated, rates increases will be largely diverted to the significantly higher ESL 

payments this year and NSW Councils will have no option other than to make cuts to 

infrastructure and services expenditure as a result of this last minute additional ESL 

impost. 

 

The timing of this development is particularly challenging for councils as it comes so 

late in the local government budgeting cycle, well after IPART’s rate determination 

for the coming financial year.   

 

In closing, I wish to be clear that all Councils strongly support a well-funded 

emergency services sector and the critical contribution of emergency services 

workers and volunteers (many of whom are councillors and council staff). However, 

it is essential that these services be supported through an equitable, transparent and 

sustainable funding model. We are not opposed to collecting funds on behalf of the 

NSW government’s emergency services, but we don’t think they should come out of 

our rates income which is needed for our own Council services.  In fact, they should 

be accounted for entirely separately to normal Council business.  

 

Local Government NSW has raised the serious concerns of the local government 

sector with the NSW Government and is seeking the support of Councils across NSW 

in amplifying this advocacy.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Minister Letter - ESL - May 2023 

2  IPART Letter - ESL - May 2023 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

ITEM 7.1  MINUTES OF THE AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING - 

11 MAY 2023   

RECORD NUMBER 23/115 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/29 

AUTHOR/S Director Corporate  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minutes (Attachment 1) and the 

Chairman’s Report (Attachment 2) of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 

(ARIC) meeting held on Thursday 11 May 2023. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Notes the Minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee meeting held 

on Thursday 11 May 2023.   

 

2. Notes the Chairman’s Report to the Mayor and Councillors from the Audit, Risk 

and Improvement Committee meeting held on Thursday 11 May 2023. 

 

3. Notes the request of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee that Council 

revisits all Special Rate Variation options to return financial sustainability to 

Council’s General Fund.   

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Leeton Shire Council’s ARIC met on Thursday 11 May 2023. The minutes of the 

meeting (Attachment 1) are now presented for Council’s information. The ARIC 

agenda and attachments are confidential to Councillors only and are available for 

review via the “Hub”. 

 

The ARIC is charged with providing independent assurance and assistance to 

Council on risk management, control, governance and external accountability 

responsibilities, as well as for the purposes of quality assurance and quality 

improvement. 
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(b) Discussion 

 

At the meeting of 11 May 2023, the ARIC reviewed the following: 

 

• Copy of the Council Report – Draft Operational Plan for 2023/24, Draft Budget 

for 2023/24, Draft Revenue Policy (including Fees and Charges) 2023/24 and 

Draft Long Term Financial Plan for 2023/24. 

• Council requirements as per the approved Draft Office of Local Government 

Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal Audit for Local Government in 

NSW.  

• Office of Local Government – Guidelines on the Use and Management of 

Credit Cards. 

• External Audit Annual Engagement Plan. 

• Internal Audit Program for 2023/24 – Confirmation of Scopes. 

• Project and Contract Management Internal Audit Action Plan Update. 

• Committee Annual Work Plan. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information only.  

 

(a) Financial 

 

There are no financial implications arising from this report. Internal audits or 

Improvement Plans are funded from the voted budget.  

 

(b) Policy 

 

There are no policy implications arising from this report. 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

The Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee is established under the Local 

Government Act 1993. 

 

The ARIC is bound by Council’s Code of Conduct and Code of Meeting Practice. 

 

Under the new Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines, the ARIC is required to 

oversee the Integrated Planning and Reporting Process. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Nil 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Nil 
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(b) Internal 

 

Governance and Customer Service Coordinator 

Manager Finance 

Manager WHS, QA and Risk 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic participation – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration - DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 9.6 - Deploy reliable and efficient corporate and project governance 

including audit, risk and improvement - OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 9.6.8 - Continue 

to hold Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee meetings”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Minutes of Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee - Thursday, 11 May 2023 

2  Chairman's Report - Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee - May 2023 
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ITEM 7.2  MINUTES OF RAMJO MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2023   

RECORD NUMBER 23/120 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/128 

AUTHOR/S Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

and Mayor  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the minutes of the RAMJO 

meeting held on Friday 24 February 2023 (Attachment 1). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the minutes of the RAMJO meeting held on 

Friday 24 February 2023. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The Riverina and Murray Joint Organisation (RAMJO) comprises 13 Member Councils. 

The governing board comprises the Mayors and the General Managers of those 

member councils and is supported by an Executive Officer. RAMJO comes together 

to consider common concerns of our communities and to find solutions to address 

these matters. RAMJO’s current strategic regional priorities include: 

• Water Security 

• Energy Security and Affordability 

• Transport Connectivity 

• Digital Connectivity 

• Better Health Services 

• Housing 

• Transport 

 

RAMJO also collaborates on: 

• Waste Management 

• Contaminated Lands Management 

• Shared Services 

• Disaster/Risk Management 

 

 

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 May 2023 

 

 

23 

(b) Discussion 

 

RAMJO held a Board Meeting on Friday 24 February 2023 in Leeton.  

 

Presentations included: 

• Ms Dianna Somerville from RDA Riverina, – Update on Designated Area 

Migration Agreements and collaboration of RDA Riverina and RAMJO going 

forward. 

• Ms Sam Star and Ms Claire Butler, The National Emergency Management 

Agency – Update on the Agency’s work and interactions with the newly 

renamed NSW Reconstruction Authority. 

• Mr Cameron Templeton, Office of Local Government (OLG) - Update on OLG 

and its progress of the JO Review Action Group. 

• Mr Giles Butler, Regional Development – Regional NSW – Update on Regional 

NSW. 

 

Discussions also took place regarding several matters including: 

• Governance, Finance and Advocacy – Quarterly Budget verses spend review 

Q2 2022-23 and progress of development of Audit, Risk and Improvement 

Committee (ARIC). 

• Strategic Priorities – Water sub-committee, Energy Security sub-committee, 

Transport sub-committee, Health sub-committee and Housing sub-committee 

updates as well as updates on Regional Freight Transport Priorities and revised 

Statement of Strategic Priorities. 

• Project Updates – Contaminated Lands Management, Riverina Waste Group 

& Murray Waste Group, Regional Resource Recovery Strategy, Halve Waste, 

Shared Services, Disaster Risk Reduction and Joint Organisation Net Zero 

Acceleration. 

• Advocacy updates – e-planning Portal, RFS Assets, IPART Review of the rate 

peg methodology, Country Universities Centre and Speak Up Campaign. 

• Forums – JO Chairs’ Forum. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Costs of membership of RAMJO and attendance at RAMJO meetings are budgeted 

annually.  

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 
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(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993, s400(O-Z, ZA-ZH) 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Attending RAMJO ensures that Leeton Shire Council can present key community 

issues in and to a forum and network whose collective voice is held in high regard 

and that has ready access to NSW Government Ministers and industry leaders. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Members of RAMJO Councils 

 

 

(b) Internal 

 

The RAMJO meeting on Friday 24 February 2023 was attended by the Mayor and 

General Manager. 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic participation – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration - DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 9.4 - Nurture strong partnerships with Murray Darling Association, RAMJO, MI 

Ltd, NSW Government, Commonwealth – Participate in RAMJO. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  MINUTES - RAMJO BOARD MEETING - 24 FEBRUARY 2023 
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ITEM 7.3  DELIVERY PROGRAM PROGRESS REPORT FOR QUARTER 2 AND 3 - 

2022/23   

RECORD NUMBER 23/43 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/29 

AUTHOR/S IP&R Coordinator  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council an update on the progress of 

implementing the commitments outlined in Quarter 2 and 3 (October 2022 to March 

2023) of Leeton Shire Council’s Delivery Program (DP). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes for information Council’s progress of implementing the 

commitments outlined in Quarter 2 and 3 (October 2022 to March 2023) of Leeton 

Shire Council’s Delivery Program (DP) 2022-2025. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Under the Integrated Planning and Reporting framework of the Local Government 

Act 1993, the General Manager must ensure that progress reports are provided to 

Council with respect to the principal activities detailed in the Delivery Program at 

least every 6 months. At Leeton Shire Council, reports are provided to Council on a 

quarterly basis, with the fourth quarter included in the Annual Report. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Progress reports enables Council’s executive, managers and elected representatives 

to monitor the progress of implementing key plans, including the Delivery Program 

and Operational Plan. 

 

The attached report (Attachment 1) provides the second update on the progress 

and performance of Leeton Shire Council in delivering on the commitments 

articulated in the Delivery Program (2022–2025). 

 

This report includes some trend data (primarily comparing this reporting period’s 

results with the same period of the previous year) which will enable Council to track 

progress over time, particularly in relation to the desired outcomes.  
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Of the 170 actions: 

• 129 are on track, 

• 23 need attention, 

• 6 are complete or achieved, 

• 12 are not due to commence. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for noting only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Councils adopted and reviewed budget supports the implementation of the 

adopted Delivery Program.   

 

(b) Policy 

 

The Delivery Program progress report provides Council with an opportunity to 

determine the effectiveness of each of its activities (services, programs, projects and 

so on) in achieving the goal at which it is directed.   

 

Trend and comparative data allow Council to consider whether activities need to 

be reconsidered, re-prioritised or differently resourced to achieve the desired 

outcome more effectively. 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

The Integrated Planning and Reporting framework of the Local Government Act 

1993. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

This report provides a tool for Council to monitor the progress and performance of its 

activities and take corrective action where necessary to address any risks identified 

through the reporting process. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Internal 

 

All responsible officers identified in Council’s Delivery Program (2022–2025)  
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic participation – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 9.2 - Undertake authentic and timely community engagement where 

community input genuinely shapes Council decisions –- OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 

9.2.2 - Run an active community engagement program. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Delivery Program Progress Report - Quarter 2 and 3 (October 22 to March 23) 
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CORPORATE MATTERS 

ITEM 7.5  FEES PAYABLE TO MAYORS AND COUNCILLORS - LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL ANNUAL REPORT AND DETERMINATION 2023   

RECORD NUMBER 23/121 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/29 

AUTHOR/S Governance & Customer Service 

Coordinator  

APPROVER/S Director Corporate    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to allow Council to fix the fees payable to Councillors 

and the Mayor for the 2023/24 financial year. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council fixes the annual fees for the 2023/24 financial year at the maximum 

amount allowable, being $17,680 per Councillor and $37,925 for the Mayor. Total 

allocation is $197,045. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The Local Government Act 1993 (the LG Act) requires the Local Government 

Remuneration Tribunal (LGRT) to report to the Minister for Local Government by 1 

May each year on its determination of categories of Councils and the maximum 

amounts of fees to be paid to mayors, councillors, and chairpersons.  

 

On 27 April 2023, under sections 239 and 241 of the LG Act, LGRT released its Annual 

Determination Report (Attachment 1). This report details the minimum and maximum 

fees to be paid to councillors and mayors in New South Wales (NSW) and the 

categories for each Council for the period 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024. 

 

Section 242A(1) of the LG Act requires the Tribunal to give effect to the same policies 

on increases in remuneration as those of the Industrial Relations Commission.  The 

Tribunal determined a 3% per annum increase in the minimum and maximum fees 

applicable to each category. 

 

In addition, pursuant to section 239 of the LG Act, the Tribunal undertook a review of 

the categories and allocations of Councils into each category as part of its review. 

The outcome of this review was that twenty six (26) Councils have been 

recategorised into a higher existing category or placed in a new category, including 

Leeton Shire Council which has been recategorised from “Rural” to “Rural Large”. 
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(b) Discussion 

 

The LGRT has determined an increase of 3% increase to Mayoral and Councillor fees 

for the 2023/24 financial year, with the increase to take effect from 1 July 2023. 

 

The table below outlines the minimum and maximum fees as per (Attachment 1) 

payable to Mayors and Councillors in 2023/24 per remuneration category for all 

General-Purpose – Non-Metropolitan Councils in NSW: 
 

Category Councillor Fees ($) Mayoral Fees* ($) 

General Purpose Councils – 

Non-Metropolitan 

Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

Major Regional City  $19,760 $34,330 $41,960 $106,960 

Major Strategic Area $19,760 $34,330 $41,960 $106,960 

Regional Strategic Area $19,760 $32,590 $41,960 $94,950 

Regional Centre $14,810 $26,070 $30,820 $64,390 

Regional Rural  $9,850 $21,730 $20,980 $47,420 

Rural Large (Leeton) $9,850 $17,680 $15,735 $37,925 

Rural $9,850 $13,030 $10,490 $28,430 

 

* This fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor as a Councillor (Section 249(2) of the 

Act). 
 

Sections 248 and 249 of the Act require Councils to fix the annual fees paid to 

Councillors (including Mayors) and the Mayors as separate allowances. The fees 

fixed by each Council must be in the range determined by the LGRT and it is 

mandatory for the fees to be paid to the Mayor and Councillors. 

 

In accordance with Section 248 (4) and 249 (4) of the LG Act, if a Council does not 

fix an annual fee, the minimum remuneration levels as determined by the LGRT will 

apply.   

 

Under Section 249 (5) a Council may pay the Deputy Mayor (if there is one) a fee 

determined by the Council for such time as the deputy mayor acts in the office of 

the Mayor. The amount of the fee so paid must be deducted from the Mayor’s 

annual fee. This is the current practice of Council.  

 

In recent years Council has accepted the below increase as follows: 

 

Financial Year Tribunal Increase (%) Council Increase (%) 

2022/23 2% 0% 

2021/22 2% 2% 

2020/21 2% 2% 

2019/20 0% 0% 

2018/19 2.5% 2.5% 
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2017/18 2.5% 2.5% 

 

The following table details the fees paid (based on the eleven (11) scheduled 

Ordinary Council Meetings per year) to Leeton Shire Councillors and the Mayor for 

the past 5 years: 
 

Fee 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 

Councillors  $10,868 $11,143 $11,143 $11,363 $11,363 

Mayoral (additional to 

Councillor fee)  
$23,716 $24,310 $24,310 $24,805 $24,805 

 

To assist in the determination of what annual fee to fix for Councillors and the Mayor 

for the period 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024, Councillors may wish to take the following 

into consideration during their deliberations including the: 

 

• time required to attend and prepare for Wednesday night Ordinary Council 

meetings, 

• time required to attend Councillor workshops, Extraordinary Council and 

other meetings, public and community consultation sessions and other 

reference or committee groups,  

• time taken to attend individual representations made by members of the 

community,  

• benefits provided (reimbursements) to Councillors as per the Councillor 

Expenses and Facilities Policy. 

 

Consideration should also be given to the limited facilities provided to Councillors. 

Currently Leeton Shire Council provides Councillors with an iPad only and the 

current Mayor chooses not to access a Mayoral car or mobile phone. 

 

To conclude, all Councils in NSW are required to annually set their level of fees for 

both Councillors and the Mayor based upon the outcome of the Tribunal’s 

Determination.  

 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Fixes the annual fees for the 2023/24 financial year at the maximum amount 

allowable, being $17,680 per Councillor and $37,925 for the Mayor. Total 

allocation is $197,045. This is our recommended option.  

 

2. Fixes the annual fees for the 2023/24 financial year at the minimum amount 

allowable, being $9,850 per Councillor and $15,735 for the Mayor. Total 

allocation is $104,385. 

 

3. Fixes the annual fees for the 2023/24 financial year at the current 2022/23 

amount being paid being $11,363 per Councillor and $24,805 for the Mayor. 

Should Council select this option, Councillors would maintain their current level of 

remuneration. Total allocation is $127,072. 
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4. Fixes the annual fees for the 2023/24 financial year at the current 2022/23 fees 

payable plus the 3% per annum increase, being $11,704 per Councillor and 

$25,549 for the Mayor. Total allocation is $130,884.  

 

5. Determines another combination of options. 

 
IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

If Council endorses the recommended option, the Councillor and Mayoral fees total 

allocation for 2023/24 is $197,045. Council’s Draft 2023/24 Budget for Councillor and 

Mayoral fees allocation is $165,159 and the final budget would need to be adjusted 

accordingly.  

 

(b) Policy 

 

Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Mayor and Councillors Policy 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993 (Sections 239, 241, 242A 248 and 249) 

Local Government Remuneration Tribunal Annual Report and Determination 

Industrial Relations Act 1996 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Nil 

 
CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Governance and Customer Experience Coordinator 

Manager Finance 

Director Corporate 

General Manager 

 
LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 6 - “STRONG LEADERSHIP” within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot – 20a is to “Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community through 

community leadership – Operate an efficient and effective Local Government 

Administration   
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ATTACHMENTS 

1  Local Government Remuneration Tribunal - 27 April 2023 
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ITEM 7.6  INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR APRIL 2023   

RECORD NUMBER 23/123 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/29 

AUTHOR/S Accountant  

APPROVER/S Manager Finance 

Director Corporate    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

This report provides details of the performance of Council’s investment portfolio for 

the period ending 30 April 2023. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the information contained in the Investments Report for April 

2023.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

This report is required to be prepared monthly and presented at the next available 

Ordinary Council meeting in accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government 

(General) Regulation 2021. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Council’s cash and investment holdings total $ 48,602,165. 

 

As at 30 April 2023, Leeton Shire Council has $47,344,948 invested in Approved 

Deposit Institutions (ADIs) of which $5,229,424 (11.05%) is invested with local bank 

branches. 

 

Attached to this report is a Statement of Bank Reconciliation (Attachment 1) and a 

Summary of Investments (Attachment 2) as at 30 April 2023. 

 

The Statement of Bank Reconciliation reconciles the Bank Statement balances to the 

General Ledger at 30 April 2023 by taking into account unpresented cheques, 

unpresented deposits, and unpresented debits.  

 

The Summary of Investments details all the investments held by Leeton Shire Council 

as at 30 April 2023.  
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The following table details the total Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investment holdings: 

 

Cash in Transaction Account $ 1,257,217 

Deposits At Call Accounts $14,544,948 

Investments  $32,800,000 

TOTAL $48,602,165 

 

The table below details the monthly movements of investments for April 2023. 

 

Opening Investments Balance  $ 49,793,514 

Less:     

Maturities  $ 1,000,000 

Transfer to CBA Current Account $    2,500,000 

Subtotal $ 46,293,514 

Plus:     

Roll-overs  $ 1,000,000 

New Investments   $  

CBA Business Online Saver (BOS) movements $ 22,508 

AMP Business Saver Account  $   

AMP 31 Day Notice Account  $ 20,669 

Macquarie Cash Management Accelerator Account  $ 8,257 

Closing Investments Balance $ 47,344,948 

Add back Cash in Transaction accounts   1,257,217 

Total Cash and Investments $ 48,602,165 

 

The following table details the break-up of investments according to the restrictions 

which are placed on them. The following is forecast in the March 2023 QBRS forecast 

(subject to daily movements). 

 

Total Cash and Investments $ 48,602,165 

Less restrictions      

Water Supply (Excl. Unfinished Works) $ 20,543,382 

Sewerage Services (Excl. Unfinished Works) $ 2,380,810 

Domestic Waste Management $ 4,704,428 

*Other external restrictions  $ 8,377,007 

External Restrictions (Excl. Unfinished Works) - Sub Total $ 36,005,627 

Internal restrictions $ 6,190,593 

Total restrictions $ 42,196,220 

Operating Capital & Unfinished Works $ 6,405,945 

*Includes - Unspent Grants Restrictions, Stormwater Levy Restriction, Deposits, Retentions and Bonds 
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Externally restricted funds can only be used for the purposes for which they were 

raised. These include water, sewer, domestic waste operations and unexpended 

specific purpose grants.  

 

Internally restricted funds are set aside through Council resolution for specific 

purposes such as plant replacement, infrastructure renewal or funded provisions. 

Internal restrictions are considered as part of the Budget adoption or the Quarterly 

Budget Review process. 

 

Operating Capital is used to provide working capital for Council to fund short-term 

operations, current Capital works program, and fluctuations in payables and 

receivables. 

 

Water Investments Summary 

 

In accordance with Murrumbidgee Irrigation (MI) records, the total Water Licenses 

currently held are 5,584 ML. As at 16 January 2023, there was 100% allocation for 

town water, 100% for high security and 100% for general security water.  

 

Table of Water Sales as at the end of April 2023: 

 

 
  

Council has undertaken temporary trade of 1900 ML for $75,637 (net of sale 

brokerage fees) as at 30 April 2023. The annualised return on investment for the sale 

is 1.02%. It is worth noting that water sales pricing is unreliable and as such the ROI is 

volatile. 

 

In accordance with the Temporary Trade of Water Allocation Policy the safety 

margin has been set at 10% of the predicted town water demand for the remainder 

of the water year.  

 

 
 

Date Qty Price/ML
Total Water

Sale
Brokerage Net Total

21/07/2022 300 $70 $21,000 -$930 $20,070

10/08/2022 600 $70 $42,000 -$1,310 $40,690

2/12/2022 500 $22 $11,000 -$420 $10,580

23/03/2023 500 $9 $4,500 -$204 $4,297

General and Water Fund

Sales
1900 $78,500 -$2,864 $75,637

Water Entitlements
Allocation 

(%)

Total 

Allocation 

(ML)

F'cast + 

Usage 

(ML)

Sales this 

month

Total 

Volume 

Sold

(ML)

Safety 

Margin 

(ML)

Remaining 

Allocation 

(Saleable)

Market 

rate 

27.4.23

Potential 

Income from 

Sales

Town Water High Security

 (C7) - 4,097ML
100% 4,097     2,256     -         929        26          886        $4.00 $3,544

Investment Water

*General Security

 (C1) - 516 ML
100% 516        -         516        $4.00 $2,064

High Security

 (C3) - 971ML
100% 971        -         971        -         $4.00 $0

Total 5,584     2,256     -        1,900     26          1,402     5,608$     
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Please note these breakdowns are internal only and will be reviewed and 

reconciled at year end to ensure results for all funds are optimised.  

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

For April 2023 the annualised rate of return across the investment portfolio is 3.64%.  

With continued higher than expected interest returns Council has increased the 

interest budget in the March QBRS to $1.33m. 

 

The following graph compares year-to-date interest with the revised budgeted 

interest for the period.   

  

 
 

 The consolidated actual investment income from 1 July 2022 to 30 April 2023 

compared to the revised budgeted investment interest is detailed below.  

        

       
 

The following tables provide information on investment rates this year compared to 

last year, as well as a comparison of investment balances from this year to last year. 

  

Actual versus budgeted interest and earnings Apr-23 Year To Date

Investments - Interest earned 94,517$                  729,605$                

Deposits at call 51,434$                  333,381$                

Rebates and Other earnings 4,923$                    33,455$                  

Total Earnings 150,874$                1,096,441$             

Forecast Interest 110,833$                1,108,330$             

Variance 40,041$                  ($11,889)
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 Performance Measures Year to Date Last Year (Apr) 

Portfolio Average Interest Rate (year to 

date inc. Cash) 

3.00% 0.76% 

Investment Balances  Year to Date Last Year 

Opening Balance as at 1 April   $49,793,514 $45,351,607 

Current Balance as at 30 April $47,344,948 $47,356,087 

For the month of April 2023, the portfolio (excluding cash) provided a solid return of 

+0.29% (actual) or +3.59% p.a. (annualised), marginally underperforming the 

benchmark AusBond Bank Bill Index return of +0.30% (actual) or +3.77% p.a. 

(annualised). Over the past year, the portfolio (excluding cash) returned +2.66% p.a., 

outperforming bank bills by 0.30% p.a.  The longer-term outperformance continues 

to be driven by a combination of those deposits originally invested between 1-3 

years, as well as the introduction of FRNs and fixed bonds into the portfolio, which 

have been locked-in at attractive margins 

In early April, the RBA left the cash rate unchanged at 3.60% as the RBA justified its 

decision by wishing to allow time for the lagging effects of prior interest rate to be 

realised.  However, the RBA took the markets by surprise with a 25 basis point hike at 

its May Meeting, taking the cash rate to 3.85% with its goal to return inflation to 

target within a reasonable timeframe. 
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Council Portfolio Compliance 

 

Investment Maturing Profile 

The portfolio remains lightly diversified from a maturity perspective with deposits 

maturing out to 5 years.  The graph below shows when Council’s current investments 

mature and the related values. 

 

 
 

Financial Asset Allocation 
 

Council’s financial assets are invested as per the table below: 

 

 
 

 

  

Investment Investment % of 

 Type Capital Interest Face Value Portfolio

Term Deposits Low Low 23,500,000     49.64%

Cash/At Call Deposits Low Low 14,544,948     30.72%

Floating Rate Notes Low Low 5,800,000       12.25%

Bonds Low Low 3,500,000       7.39%

TOTAL         47,344,948 100%

Risk Assessment
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Counterparty  

As at the end of April 2023, Council did not have an overweight position to any 

single Authorised Deposit Taking Institution. The portfolio is well-diversified across the 

entire credit spectrum.  
 

All aggregate ratings categories are within the Investment Policy limits. 
 

 
 

Credit Quality  

The following table details the credit rating of each of the categories in which 

Council has money invested. All investments are compliant with Council’s 

Investment Policy. 
 

Compliant Credit Rating Invested ($) Invested % Max. Limit (%) 

Yes AAA Category $1,504,974 3.18% 100.00% 

Yes AA Category $20,730,149 43.82% 100.00% 

Yes A Category $4,085,284 8.63% 80.00% 

Yes BBB Category $20,991,908 44.37% 70.00% 

Yes Unrated ADI's           $0 0.00% 30.00% 

    $47,312,316 100.00%   
*Note: Valuations of Council’s senior Floating Rate Notes on the Imperium Markets platform are marked-to-market 

and priced on a daily basis from an independent third-party provider. Council has recorded its FRNs internally at the 

purchase price or face value. As such, the total portfolio’s balance is likely to differ as at the reporting date. 

(Imperium Markets) 
 

Maximum Limit Percentage is based on the Revised Investment Policy for 2022. 

 

(b) Legislative/Statutory 

 

All funds are invested in accordance with section 625 of the Local Government Act 

1993 and the Ministerial Investment Order. 
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CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Council’s investment advisors are Amicus Advisory, Imperium Markets (for financial 

investment advice) and Marsden Jacobs (for water trading advice).  

 

Advisors were contacted by staff for financial investment advice during the month 

of April 2023. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Director Corporate  

Director Operations  

Manager Finance  

Accountant  

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

 

CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic participation – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration - DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 9.7 - Deploy reliable and efficient corporate management - financial, asset, 

property, records, information technology, buildings and plant/fleet - OPERATIONAL 

PLAN ACTIVITY 9.7.3 - Foster Council's financial sustainability through maximising 

investment returns, including cash and water sales”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Bank Reconciliation April 23 

2  Summary of Investments April 23 
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ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MATTERS 

ITEM 7.7  PLANNING PROPOSAL TO AMEND LAND USE TABLE FOR RU5 VILLAGE 

ZONE   

RECORD NUMBER 23/102 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/29 

AUTHOR/S Manager Planning, Building and Health  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager Economic & Community 

Development    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present the outcomes of agency and community 

consultation of a Planning Proposal to amend the land use table associated with 

the RU5 Village zone in Leeton Local Environmental Plan 2014 (LEP 2014). 

 

Leeton Shire Council has been granted authorization to exercise delegation as 

the local plan-making authority under section 3.36 of the Environmental Planning 

and Assessment Act 1979.  

 

It is recommended that the Planning Proposal be made and forwarded to the 

Department of Planning and Environment to request that Parliamentary Counsel 

draft the statutory instrument. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council resolves to: 

 

1. Make the Planning Proposal to amend the land use table associated with 

zone RU5 Village in Leeton Local Environmental Plan 2014. 

  

2. Forward the Planning Proposal to the Department of Planning and 

Environment to request that Parliamentary Counsel draft the planning 

instrument. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Council resolved at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28 

September 2022 to: 

 

• forward a Planning Proposal to amend the land use table associated with 

the RU 5 - Village zone in the Leeton Local Environmental Plan 2014 (LEP 

2014) to the Minister for Planning to request a Gateway determination 
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pursuant to section 3.34 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 

1979, and  

• request that authorization be granted to enable Council to exercise 

delegation as the local plan-making authority under section 3.36 of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  

 

A Gateway determination was issued on 7 February 2023 and Council has been 

delegated the role of the local plan-making authority. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Intended Outcomes 

 

The intended outcomes of the Planning Proposal are to: 

 

• support the development of housing diversity in the small villages of Leeton 

local government area to cater to all sectors and life stages of the population 

and to address housing affordability. This is to be achieved by amending the 

land use table to zone RU5 Village to permit a greater range of housing types 

in zone RU5 Village,  

• enable greater access to community, health and commercial services in 

small villages, 

• encourage economic and tourism business development in the small villages 

by permitting a greater range of commercial land uses in zone RU5 Village, 

and 

• correct anomalies in the land use table to zone RU5 Village regarding the 

permissibility of certain land uses. 

 

Agency Consultation 

 

The Gateway determination required that consultation with the NSW Rural Fire 

Service be carried out prior to community consultation.  

 

The Rural Fire Service (RFS) responded to a request for comment on 15 March 2023 

and raised no objection to the Planning Proposal subject to future development 

that is proposed on bushfire prone land being subject to the guideline planning for 

Bush Fire Protection 2019.  

 

The RFS also recommended that preparation of strategic planning instruments and 

subdivision development consider the implications of including grasslands on 

bushfire prone land mapping. 

 

Community Consultation 

 

The draft Planning Proposal was exhibited between 24 March 2023 and 21 April 

2023. No submissions were made during the exhibition period. 

 

Planning Framework 

 

The Planning Proposal is consistent with relevant directions and implements actions 

of the Riverina Murray Regional Plan 2041, Liveable Leeton Community Strategic 
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Plan 2035, Leeton Shire Council Local Strategic Planning Statement 2020 and 

Leeton Shire Local Housing Strategy 2021-2041. 

 

Given that no changes are recommended by the RFS, and no objections were 

received during community consultation, it is recommended that Council exercise 

delegations under section 3.36 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 

1979 and make the draft Planning Proposal as exhibited. 

 

The final step is for Parliamentary Counsel to draft the planning instrument. After 

receipt of the planning instrument a further report will be put to Council with a 

recommendation to endorse the instrument and to request that the 

amendment to Leeton LEP 2014 be published. 

 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council resolves to: 

 

1. Make the Planning Proposal to amend the land use table associated with zone 

RU5 Village in Leeton Local Environmental Plan 2014. This is the recommended 

option. 

 

2. Forward the Planning Proposal to the Department of Planning and Environment 

to request that Parliamentary Counsel draft the planning instrument. 
 

3. Another resolution as advised by Council. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The resources required to prepare a planning proposal are included in the 2022/23 

Operational Plan.  

 

Aside from providing residents with options to address the housing shortage, securing 

this update to the land use tables will also improve the marketability of Council’s 

own land being the allotment for development at Conapaira Street Whitton. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Riverina Murray Regional Plan 2041 

Leeton Community Participation Plan 2019 

Liveable Leeton Community Strategic Plan 2035 

Leeton Shire Council Local Strategic Planning Statement 2020 

Leeton Shire Council Housing Strategy 2021-2041 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  

Local Government Act 1993 
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(d) Risk 

 

If Leeton Shire Council does not address the restrictions on the RU5 zone, affordable 

housing options in the Village Zone will be severely limited and business 

development opportunities will be foregone. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Department of Environment and Planning 

NSW Rural Fire Service 

Leeton Shire Community Members 

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Manager 

Executive Manager Economic & Community Development 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area FOCUS AREA 4. A quality environment within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 4 - We balance the needs of our 

natural and built environments - 4.1 - Intelligent land use planning and utilities 

planning to meet the needs of a growing population, with consideration for the 

environment and future generations - Implement all the short-term goals identified in 

Council's Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS)”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Amendments to RU5 Village zone Land Use Table - Draft Planning Proposal to 

Amend Leeton Local Environmental Plan 2014 

2  Gateway Determination - Planning Proposal to Amend Land use Table for RU5 

Zone 
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ITEM 7.8  ROUND TWO OF THE 2022/23 COMMUNITY STRENGTHENING GRANTS 

PROGRAM ALLOCATIONS   

RECORD NUMBER 23/111 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/29 

AUTHOR/S Community Development Coordinator  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager Economic & Community 

Development    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the applications received for Round 

Two of the 2022/23 Community Strengthening Grants program, and to seek Council’s 

approval to allocate the funds as recommended by the Community Grant Funding 

Working Group. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Approves the following applications for funding under Round Two of the 2022/23 

Community Strengthening Grants program: 

 

Leeton Family and Local History Society Inc $1,996 

Leeton Eisteddfod Society $2,000 

Leeton Senior Citizen’s Committee $349 

Physical Activity Leaders Network (auspiced by MLHD) $2,000 

Creative Connection Riverina Association  

                                   (auspiced by Western Riverina Arts) $2,000 

Boys to the Bush  $1,909 

Leeton Army Cadets $1,700 

Leeton District Dressage Club $1,000 

MIA Branch of the MS Society $1,350 

  

TOTAL $14,304 

 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Community groups and organisations can apply for financial assistance, resources 

and/or covering the costs of hiring Council facilities under Council’s Grants Policy.  

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 May 2023 

 

 

259 

Council adopted a new Grants Policy and new Community Grants Program 

Guidelines in May 2022. The new policy and guidelines clearly articulate community 

grant funding criteria and the acquittals process. 

 

Round Two of the Community Strengthening Grants program was advertised 

throughout March and April 2023 with a closing date of 30 April 2023. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Nine eligible applications were received in this round, with a total value of $20,554.  

 

As per the policy, the applications were first assessed by Council staff to determine 

their eligibility. The Community Grant Funding Working Group met on 8 May 2023 to 

review the applications according to the assessment criteria.  

 

The following recommendations were made by the Working Group: 

 

Name Purpose 

Alignment with 

Community 

Strategic Plan 

Amount 

Requested 

($) 

Amount 

Allocated 

($) 

Leeton Family 

and Local 

History 

Society Inc 

 

Purchase Perspex boxes 

for donated models of 

early buildings of Leeton 

and district.  To keep them 

safe from dust and 

damage.  Project includes 

panels with photos and 

information on buildings 

 

Focus Area 1 - A 

connected, 

inclusive and 

enriched 

community. 

$1,996 $1,996 

Leeton 

Eisteddfod 

Society 

 

To contribute to cost of 

venue hire for the 2023 

Eisteddfod. 

 

Focus Area 1 - A 

connected, 

inclusive and 

enriched 

community  

$2,000 $2,000 

Leeton Senior 

Citizen's 

Committee 

 

Purchase a portable 

speaker & microphone to 

be used at morning tea 

functions 

 

Focus Area 1 - A 

connected, 

inclusive and 

enriched 

community  

$349 $349 

Physical 

Activity 

Leaders 

Network 

(auspiced by 

NSW Health 

MLHD) 

 

 

 

Purchase equipment to 

run low-cost gentle 

exercise classes for older 

people in Leeton Shire. 

 

Focus Area 2 - A 

safe, active and 

healthy community. 

$2,000 $2,000 
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Name Purpose 

Alignment with 

Community 

Strategic Plan 

Amount 

Requested 

($) 

Amount 

Allocated 

($) 

Creative 

Connection 

Riverina 

Association 

(Western 

Riverina Arts) 

 

To fund costs associated 

with Bloodshed at the 

Banquet 

Focus Area 1 - A 

connected, 

inclusive and 

enriched 

community  

$5,000 $2,000 

Boys to the 

Bush - Leeton 

 

To purchase a lawn 

mower and brushcutter to 

assist partnership with 

Leeton Shire Council and 

fulfill a long-term plan to 

offer a service to older 

people and those with 

disabilities in Leeton. 

 

Focus Area 5 - 

Strong Leadership 

and civic 

participation  

$1,909 $1,909 

Leeton Army 

Cadets 

 

To purchase a portable 

defibrillator to be 

available when they are 

away on exercises.  Often 

it is in remote areas not 

close to hospitals or 

ambulances 

Focus Area 2 - A 

safe, active and 

healthy community 

 

$2,000 $1,700* 

Leeton 

District 

Dressage 

Club 

 

Provide transport for 

donated sand for arena 

 

Focus Area 2 - A 

safe, active and 

healthy community 

 

$3,800 $1,000 

MIA Branch 

of the MS 

Society 

 

To purchase fliers & posters 

for events, venue hire at 

LSClub for 4 meetings, 

admin and tech support 

for events, hydrotherapy 

equipment (life jackets, 

incontinence products) 

Focus Area 2 - A 

safe, active and 

healthy community 

 

$1,500 $1,350 

  TOTALS $20,554 $14,304 

* Note that the Leeton Army Cadets are not eligible for the NSW Local Sport 

Defibrillator Grant Program as they are not a sporting club. 

 

There was also a grant application from the Leeton Town Band for $1,700 which was 

recommended for support. It has been removed as Council’s Delivery Program 

already covers supporting the Leeton Town Band annually for the same purpose.  
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(c) Options 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Endorses the recommendations of the Community Grant Funding Working 

Group. This is the recommended option. 

 

2. Amend all or some of the recommendations of the Community Grant Funding 

Working Group. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

There is $25,000 allocated to the Community Strengthening Grants Program for the 

2022/23 financial year.  $16,020.05 remains after Round 1.  The total request for 

Round 2 was $4,534 above the available funds.   

 

However, some of the amounts awarded are less than requested, allowing the final 

allocation of $14,304 to be within the budget, leaving $1716.05 unspent, and 

available for Quick Response applications. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Grants Policy 

Community Grants Program Guidelines 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) states the following a: 

 

1. Council may, in accordance with a resolution of the Council, contribute money 

or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for the purpose of exercising its 

functions. 

2. Proposed recipient who acts for private gain is not ineligible to be granted 

financial assistance but must not receive any benefit under this section until at 

least 28 days’ public notice of the Council proposal to pass the necessary 

resolution has been given. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

There is a low risk that successful applicants may utilise the funds in a way that is not 

agreed upon. A funding agreement and acquittal process aims to mitigate this risk. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Staff have consulted with each organisation that has requested financial assistance. 
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(b) Internal 

 

Councillors on the Community Grant Funding Working Group 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

CSP FOCUS AREA 1 - A connected, inclusive and enriched community – DELIVERY 

PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 1  - Community Services and Community 

Development - DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 1.5 - Offer advice, active support and 

grants to community groups including: A community grants program; Annual 

donations to the Town Band, Men's Shed and Eisteddfod Society; Annual school 

prizes; Low and subsidised leases/licences for community groups; Payroll services for 

grant funded staff at Leeton Connect, Leeton Multicultural Support Group and 

Jumpstart - OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 1.5.1 - Support the community by offering a 

Community Grants program”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report  
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COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

ITEM 10 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT 

RECORD NUMBER 23/119 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/508 

AUTHOR Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

and Mayor   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the Councillor activity reports submitted for the period between 

27 April to 23 May 2023. 

 
 

Cr Tony Reneker 
 

28 April 2023 Visit from Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley, 

Governor of New South Wales & Meeting with Yanco CWA 

Executive 

29 April 2023 Sporting Walk of Fame Gala 

1 May 2023 Leeton Connect Meeting & Welcome Dinner with Bhutanese 

Embassy Delegation 

3 May 2023 Police Quarterly Update Meeting & Civic Reception for 

Bhutanese Embassy Delegation Presentation 

4 May 2023 Meeting with IRCF/FRRR for Leeton Community Update 

8 May 2023 Yanco Community Hall and Markets Committee Meeting 

12 May 2023 RAMJO Board Meeting 

15 May 2023 Youth Council Meeting 

17 May 2023 Weeds Committee Meeting 

18 May 2023 Historical Society Meeting 
 

Cr Tracey Morris 
 

28 April 2023 Visit from Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley, 

Governor of New South Wales 

29 April 2023 Leeton Parkrun 

2 May 2023 Western Regional Planning Panel Determination 

3 May 2023 Civic Reception for Bhutanese Embassy Delegation Presentation 

11 May 2023 Audit Risk & Improvement Committee Meeting 

13 May 2023 Leeton Parkrun 

17 May 2023 Community Engagement Session 

20 May 2023 Leeton Parkrun 
 

Cr Michael Kidd 
 

28 April 2023 Visit from Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley, 

Governor of New South Wales 

3 May 2023 Civic Reception for Bhutanese Embassy Delegation Presentation 
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Cr Paul Smith 
 

8 May 2023 Grant Assessment Meeting 
 

 

Cr Tony Ciccia 
 

29 April 2023 Armstrong Siddeley Cars on Show in Mountford Park 

17 May 2023 Weeds Committee Meeting and Traffic Committee Meeting 

 

 


