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LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

24 November 2021 

7.00PM 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CIVIC PRAYER  

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 

COUNCILLORS  

 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES AND ANY MATTERS ARISING 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday 

27 October 2021, as circulated, be taken as read and CONFIRMED. 

THAT the Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on Thursday 

4 November 2021, as circulated, be taken as read and CONFIRMED.  

5. DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

6. PUBLIC REPRESENTATIONS 

 

7. MAYORAL MINUTES   

 

8. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

8.1 LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2021 .............................. 5 

8.2 STATE OF THE SHIRE REPORT 2016-2021 ........................................... 9 

8.3 ROUND ONE OF THE 2021/22 COMMUNITY STRENGTHENING 

GRANTS PROGRAM ALLOCATIONS ............................................... 13 

8.4 QUICK RESPONSE GRANT APPLICATION ....................................... 17 

8.5 MINUTES OF THE LEETON MEN'S SHED COMMITTEE - 9 

OCTOBER AND 10 NOVEMBER 2021 AND ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 10 NOVEMBER 2021 ........................................................ 29 
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8.6 MINUTES OF COUNTRY MAYORS MEETING - 5 NOVEMBER 

2021 ................................................................................................. 42 

8.7 ANNUAL DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST RETURNS BY 

COUNCILLORS AND DESIGNATED PERSONS - 1 JULY 2020 - 

30 JUNE 2021 .................................................................................. 53 

8.8 DISSOLVING THE LEETON MEN'S SHED SECTION 355 

COMMITTEE ..................................................................................... 56  

CORPORATE MATTERS 

8.9 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 

JUNE 2021 ....................................................................................... 74 

8.10 2021/22 BUDGET REVIEW FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 30 

SEPTEMBER 2021 .............................................................................. 77 

8.11 INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2021 ................................... 94  

OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

8.12 ADOPTION OF THE ENERGY MASTER PLAN .................................. 108 

8.13 MINUTES OF THE LEETON TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEETING - 28 OCTOBER 2021 ...................................................... 113 

8.14 MINUTES OF THE LEETON LOCAL AREA TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 

MEETING - 16 NOVEMBER 2021 ................................................... 116  

ACTIVATION MATTERS 

8.15 LOCAL HERITAGE PLACES GRANT 2021/22 ................................. 129 

8.16 DRAFT HOUSING STRATEGY .......................................................... 152 

8.17 MINUTES OF THE YANCO TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING -  8 NOVEMBER 2021 .................................................... 203 

8.18 MINUTES OF THE YANCO COMMUNITY HALL COMMITTEE 

MEETING - 8 NOVEMBER 2021 ..................................................... 208 

8.19 MINUTES OF THE YANCO COMMUNITY HALL COMMITTEE 

MEETING - 11 OCTOBER 2021 ...................................................... 215 

8.20 MINUTES OF THE SUNRICE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE - ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING - 28 OCTOBER 2021 ...................................... 221 

8.21 MINUTES OF THE LIGHT UP LEETON COMMITTEE - 30 

SEPTEMBER TO 4 NOVEMBER 2021 ............................................... 247   

 

9. NOTICES OF MOTIONS   

 

10. COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

10.1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT ................................................... 256  

 

11. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS  

 

12. CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  
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Council meetings are now video recorded. Members of the public are 

advised that their voice and/or image may form part of that recording. 

 

 

PUBLIC REPRESENTATION 

 

If any member of the public wishes to formally address the Council in relation 

to a matter in this agenda they are to register to speak for a maximum of 

three (3) minutes by Tuesday 12 noon preceding the meeting.  

 

Attendees will be required to comply with COVID-19 Public Health Orders. 

 

Contact Kate Weston – 02 6953 0903 
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ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
A GUIDING CHECKLIST FOR COUNCILLORS, 

OFFICERS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEES 

 

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

• Is the decision or conduct legal? 

• Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 

• What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 

• Does it raise a conflict of interest? 

• Could your possible conflict of interest lead to private gain or loss at public expense? 

• Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 

• Would it withstand public scrutiny? 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty.  There are 

two types of conflict:  Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act and 

Division of Local Government and, Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct 

and policy.  ICAC, Ombudsman, Division of Local Government (advice only). 

 

THE TEST FOR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 

• Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 

• Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of “corruption” – using 

public office for private gain. 

• Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest 

 

IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS 

1st Do I have private interest affected by a matter I am officially involved in? 

2nd Is my official role one of influence or perceived influence over the matter? 

3rd Do my private interest conflict with my official role? 

 

Whilst seeking advice is generally useful, the ultimate decision rests with the person 

concerned. 

 

AGENCY ADVICE 

Officers of the following agencies are available during office hours to discuss the obligations 

placed on Councillors, Officers and Community Committee members by various pieces of 

legislation, regulation and Codes. 

 

Contact Phone Email Website 

Leeton Shire Council 6953 0911 council@leeton.nsw.gov.au www.leeton.nsw.gov.au 

 

ICAC 8281 5999 icac@icac.nsw.gov.au www.icac.nsw.gov.au 

 Toll Free  

 1800 463 909 

  

Office of 

Local Government 4428 4100 olg@olg.nsw.gov.au www.olg.nsw.gov.au 

 

NSW Ombudsman 9286 1000 

 Toll Free  

 1800 451 524 nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au www.ombo.nsw.gov.au  

 

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
http://www.leeton.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:icac@icac.nsw.gove.au
http://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:olg@olg.nsw.gov.au
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au
http://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/
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GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

ITEM 8.1  LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/436 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/104/02 

AUTHOR/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present the Leeton Shire Council Annual Report 2021 

to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Notes the activities and progress made during the 2020/21 financial year, as 

outlined in the Annual Report, towards achieving Council’s Delivery Program 

commitments.  

 

2. Endorses the Leeton Shire Council Annual Report 2021.  

 

3. Notes that the Leeton Shire Council Annual Report 2021 will be posted on Leeton 

Shire Council’s website on 29 November 2021, that the Minister will be advised of 

its availability on that date, and that the Leeton community will be advised of its 

availability after the 4 December 2021 elections have taken place. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Under Section 428 of the Local Government Act 1993, each year Council is required 

to prepare and publish an Annual Report within 5 months after the end of each 

financial year. The Annual Report must report on: 

 

• Council’s achievements in implementing its Delivery Program  

• the effectiveness of the principal activities undertaken in achieving the 

objectives at which those principal activities are directed. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

A council’s Annual Report is one of the key points of accountability between the 

council and its community.  
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The requirement to report to the community is a key element in the Integrated 

Planning and Reporting Framework. 

 

The Local Government (General) Regulation and a range of other legislation also 

prescribes specific information about a council’s activities that must be included in 

the Annual Report.  

 

The Annual Report is not a report to the Office of Local Government or the NSW 

Government. It is a report to the local community and other stakeholders of Council. 

Its purpose is to provide information about the progress Council has made towards 

achieving the commitments of Council’s Delivery Program.  

 

The Leeton Shire Council Annual Report 2021 (see Attachment 1) has been prepared 

in accordance with Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines. It focuses on 

Council’s progress in implementing its Delivery Program 2017–2021 and Operational 

Plan 2020/21 commitments. It provides details of what the organisation has and 

hasn’t managed to achieve during the financial year ending 30 June 2021, and 

clearly demonstrates how Council is meeting its commitments and obligations on 

behalf of the Leeton Shire community. The report also includes the statutory 

information about which Council is required to report. 

 

The Annual Report should be read in conjunction with the Leeton Shire Council 

Annual Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2021. 

 

This year the deadline for publication of the annual report coincides with the 

‘regulated period’ before the local government elections when there are strict rules 

about the information that candidates and their supporters can publish or distribute. 

 

The Annual Report 2021 contains photographs of Councillors and information 

regarding Council’s achievements to 30 June 2021. It may, therefore, be seen as 

having the potential to promote current Councillors who are candidates for the 

upcoming Local Government elections. On the other hand, the legislation clearly 

states that the Annual Report must be published by 30 November.  

 

Council will endeavour to comply with competing legislative requirements by 

publishing the Annual Report on Council’s website no earlier than 29 November 2021 

and by postponing notification to the community of the availability of the Annual 

Report until after the elections on 4 December 2021. 

 

(c) Options 

 

1. Endorse the report content as presented. This is the recommended option. 

 

2. Endorse the report content as presented with amendments. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil 
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(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993 – s 406, s 428, s 54P(1), s 356,  

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 – cl 217 

Carers Recognition Act 2010 – s 8(2) 

Disability Inclusion Act 2014 – s 13(1) 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 – s 7.5(5) 

Fisheries Management Act 1994 – s 220ZT(2) 

Swimming Pools Act 1992 – s 22F(2) 

Swimming Pools Regulation 2018 – cl 23 

Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 – s 125(1) 

Government Information (Public Access) Regulation 2018 – cl 8, Schedule 2 

Public Interest Disclosures Act 1994 – s 31 

Public Interest Disclosures Regulation 2011 – cl 4. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Failure to publish an Annual Report by 30 November 2021 would constitute non-

compliance by Leeton Shire Council. It would also mean a lack of accountability to 

ratepayers and residents which would be reputationally damaging to the Council. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

The Leeton Shire community was consulted during the preparation of the suite of 

Integrated Planning and Reporting documents including the Community Strategic 

Plan, and the Delivery Program and Operational Plan to which the Annual Report 

relates. 

 

The community will be notified of the publication of the Annual Report via a media 

release and social media after the 4 December 2021 elections have taken place. 

 

The Office of Local Government will be notified by email. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Responsible Officers 

Managers 

Senior Management Team 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

The attached Annual Report is Council’s primary mechanism for reporting to the 

community directly about its progress in implementing the commitments of the  

2017–2021 Delivery Program and the 2020/21 Operational Plan: 
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• The Annual Report directly addresses the Community Strategic Plan Theme (6) of 

‘Strong Leadership’.  

• It demonstrates Council’s progress in achieving the Delivery Program 

commitment (20a) to ‘Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community’.  

• It also demonstrates the Council’s achievement of the 2020/21 Operational Plan 

action (20a.03) to ‘Operate an efficient and effective local government 

administration’. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Leeton Shire Council Annual Report 2021 – Attached separately 
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ITEM 8.2  STATE OF THE SHIRE REPORT 2016-2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/153 

RELATED FILE NUMBER   

AUTHOR/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present the Council’s State of the Shire Report, 

formerly called the End of Term Report, to the final meeting of the current Council in 

accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Integrated Planning and 

Reporting Manual for Local Government in NSW, March 2013. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the State of the Shire Report 2016–2021 for information and 

endorses the report being made available to the public via Council’s website after 

the Local Government elections have taken place on 4 December 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Under the Local Government Act 1993 (Section 428(2)) all NSW local councils must, 

in the year in which an ordinary election of councillors is to be held, compile a report 

on Council’s achievements in implementing the Community Strategic Plan over the 

Council’s term of office. This report must be provided to the final meeting of the 

outgoing council. 

 

It is intended that the report cover the period of the Council term, which is usually 4 

years. This year, with the extension of the Council term due to COVID-19, the report 

covers 5.25 years, from September 2016 to November 2021.  

 

The ‘Integrated Planning and Reporting Manual for Local Government in NSW, 

March 2013’, stipulates that the report be called an End of Term Report. The new 

‘Integrated Planning and Reporting Handbook for Local Councils in NSW, September 

2021’ stipulates that the report be called a State of the City/Shire Report.  

 

Although the new Guidelines are yet to be adopted, staff have opted to call the 

Leeton Shire report a State of the Shire Report because the indicator data included 

in the report provides a snapshot of the state of the Shire as it is at this point in time. 
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(b) Discussion 

 

The State of the Shire Report 2016–2021 provides an overview of Council's and the 

community's progress toward achieving the vision and outcomes of the Leeton on 

the Go – Towards 2020 Community Strategic Plan (CSP) during the identified term.  

 

The main section of the report is divided into the CSP themes. Details of the key 

activities undertaken to achieve the CSP goals are listed under each theme. Council 

activities are listed, as are the activities of other stakeholders and state agencies. This 

is because responsibility for furthering the goals of the CSP does not rest solely with 

Council but is shared with others in the community. The name of the responsible 

stakeholder/agency is provided in brackets at the end of each activity not 

undertaken to Council.  

 

Actual progress in achieving the community’s goals, as outlined in the CSP, is 

demonstrated using data ‘indicators’ that show changes in data over the period of 

time under review. The data indicators do not measure everything, instead they give 

a general sense of whether or not the community aspirations are being achieved. 

 

Council is currently within what is known as the ‘regulated period’ before the local 

government elections when there are strict rules about the information that 

candidates and their supporters can publish or distribute. 

 

The State of the Shire Report contains photographs of current Councillors and 

information about the achievements of Council. Therefore, it has the potential to be 

seen as a document that promotes the candidates who are current Councillors. For 

this reason, the report will not be made available to the public until after the 

elections have been held on 4 December 2021. 

 

The State of the Shire Report will be finalised in time for Wednesday’s Council 

Meeting and will be presented to Councillors as a PowerPoint presentation.  

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines for Local Government in NSW, March 

2013 
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Integrated Planning and Reporting Manual for Local Government in NSW, March 

2013 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines for Local Government in NSW, 

September 2021 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Handbook for Local Councils in NSW, September 

2021 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Nil 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

A range of community groups, organisations, businesses and other levels of 

Government were asked to provide details of their actions/achievements relevant 

to furthering the goals of the Community Strategic Plan. Many responded and their 

activities are included in the State of the Shire Report. These bodies include: 

• Argyle Homes 

• Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 

• Country Universities Centre 

• Creative Community Concepts 

• Department of Planning, Industry and Environment – Crown Lands 

• Destination Riverina-Murray 

• Leeton Art Society Inc 

• Leeton Bidgee Classic Committee 

• Leeton Business Chamber 

• Leeton Eisteddfod Committee 

• Leeton Golf Club Committee 

• Leeton High School 

• Leeton Whitton Football Netball Club 

• Leeton/Yanco Swimming Club 

• Murray-Darling Basin Authority 

• Murrumbidgee Police District 

• Murrumbidgee Primary Health Network 

• NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 

• Regional Express (REX) 

• Visit Riverina Inc 

• Whitton–Murrami Public School 

 

Council appreciates the activities of these organisations and the fact that they have 

taken the time to respond to its request for information to include in the State of the 

Shire Report 2016–2021. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Manager 

Group Managers 

Managers 

Corporate and Community Planning Officer 
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Town Planner 

Library Coordinator 

Waste and Recycling Coordinator 

Events Officer 

Recreation Facilities and Program Coordinator 

Communications Coordinator 

Regulatory Services Coordinator 

Road Safety Officer 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot - 20 c - Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community through sound 

governance practice - Continuous review and update of Council policies and plans 

to appropriately support Council’s operations. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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ITEM 8.3  ROUND ONE OF THE 2021/22 COMMUNITY STRENGTHENING GRANTS 

PROGRAM ALLOCATIONS   

RECORD NUMBER 21/400 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/292/01 

AUTHOR/S Corporate and Community Planning Officer  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of applications received under Round 

One of the 2021/22 Community Strengthening Grants program, and to seek 

Council’s approval to allocate the funds as recommended by the Grants 

Committee. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council approves the following applications for assistance under Round One of 

the 2021/22 Community Strengthening Grants program: 

 

1st Leeton Scout Group $500 

Gralee School $1,000 

Leeton Art Society $1,000 

Leeton Aviators Club $1,000 

Leeton Family and Local History Society Inc $1,000 

Leeton Showground Land Managarees $1,500 

Leeton Yanco Swimming Club $2,000 

Parkview Public School P and C. $500 

Riverina Writing House Inc $500 

Water Wheel Garden Club/Pieces N Patches Group $2,000 

 

TOTAL $11,000 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Community groups and organisations can apply for financial assistance, resources 

and/or covering the costs of hiring Council facilities under Council’s Grants Policy.  

 

Council adopted a new Grants Policy and new Community Grants Program 

Guidelines in July 2021. The new policy and guidelines more clearly articulate 

community grant funding criteria and the acquittals process. 
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Round One of the Community Strengthening Grants program was advertised in 

September 2021 with a closing date of 31 October 2021. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Ten eligible applications for financial assistance were received in this round, with a 

total value of $22,709.  

 

One ineligible application for $2000 was received that did not meet the grants 

criteria.  

 

As per the policy, the applications were first assessed by Council staff in order to 

determine their eligibility. Staff then met with Councillors Reneker, Smith and Morris, in 

their roles as members of the Community Grant Funding Committee, to review the 

applications according to the assessment criteria. 

 

Councillor Reneker declared a significant non-pecuniary interest in the applications 

lodged by the Leeton Family and Local History Society and did not take part in 

discussions regarding that application. 

 

Councillor Reneker also declared a less-than-significant non-pecuniary interest in the 

application lodged by the Riverina Writing House Inc. He took part in the discussion 

regarding that application. 

 

The following recommendations were made by the Committee: 

 

Name Purpose 

Alignment with 

Community 

Strategic Plan 

Amount 

Requested 

$ 

Amount 

Allocated 

$ 

1st Leeton 

Scout Group 

To purchase records books 

as part of the updated 

Scouts Australia Youth 

Programme 

Theme 1: A Healthy 

and Caring 

Community 

 

$700 $500 

Gralee School To assist with the purchase 

of soft fall and artificial turn 

to improve the safety of 

the playground 

Theme 1: A Healthy 

and Caring 

Community 

 

$2,000 $1,000 

Leeton Art 

Society 

To run a two-day free 

youth art workshop 

Theme 2: An active 

and Enriched 

Community 

$1,969 $1,000 

 

Leeton 

Aviators Club 

To repaint and repair the 

toilet facilities and 

changerooms 

Theme 4: A Thriving 

Economy with Good 

Jobs  

 

$4,200 $1,000 

Leeton Family 

and Local 

History Society 

Inc 

To print a series of books 

on the history of 

community facilities in 

Leeton Shire 

Theme 2: An active 

and Enriched 

Community 

$1,000 $1,000 
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Leeton 

Showground 

Land 

Managarees 

To restore the front 

showground gates 

Theme 4: A Thriving 

Economy with Good 

Jobs  

2,000 $1,500 

Leeton Yanco 

Swimming 

Club 

To provide a learn-to-swim 

program for 24 vulnerable 

children in the community 

Theme 1: A Healthy 

and Caring 

Community 

 

$2,000 $2,000 

Museum 

Miniature 

Railway Club 

Inc 

To assist with one year's 

Public Liability Insurance 

costs to enable the club to 

provide miniature train 

rides 

Theme 4: A Thriving 

Economy with Good 

Jobs 

$2,000 Ineligible – 

did not 

meet 

criteria 

Riverina 

Writing House 

Inc 

To assist with collation, 

design and printing of 

locally written book 

"COVID Poetry and 

Memoirs"  

Theme 1: A Healthy 

and Caring 

Community 

 

$2,000 $500 

Parkview 

Public School 

P&C 

To assist with an upgrade 

to the drinks van, which 

includes power 

 

Theme 1: A Healthy 

and Caring 

Community 

 

$2,000 $500 

Water Wheel 

Garden 

Club/Pieces N 

Patches 

Group 

To assist with purchasing a 

storage container for the 

purpose of storing 

equipment for both groups 

 

Theme 4: A Thriving 

Economy with Good 

Jobs  

 

$4,840 $2,000 

TOTALS $24,709 $11,000 

 

(c) Options 

 

1. Endorse the recommendations of the Community Grant Funding Committee. 

This is the recommended option. 

 

2. Amend all or some of the recommendations of the Community Grant Funding 

Committee. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

There is $25,000 allocated to the Community Strengthening Grants Program for the 

financial year. There is currently $12,500 available for Round One. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Grants Policy 

Community Grants Program Guidelines 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) states the following: 
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1. A Council may, in accordance with a resolution of the Council, contribute 

money or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for the purpose of 

exercising its functions. 

 

2. A proposed recipient who acts for private gain is not ineligible to be granted 

financial assistance but must not receive any benefit under this section until at 

least 28 days’ public notice of the Council proposal to pass the necessary 

resolution has been given. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

There is a low risk that successful applicants may utilise the funds in a way that is not 

agreed upon. A funding agreement and acquittal process aims to mitigate this risk. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Staff have consulted with each organisation that has requested financial assistance. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Accountant 

Councillors on the Community Grant Funding Committee 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 6 - “STRONG LEADERSHIP” within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot - 20a is to Ensure the aspirations of the community are delivered - 

Support the community by offering a Community Grants Program. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report 
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ITEM 8.4  QUICK RESPONSE GRANT APPLICATION   

RECORD NUMBER 21/465 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/128 

AUTHOR/S Corporate and Community Planning Officer  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of one application received for 

funding assistance (Attachment 1) through Council’s Community Strengthening 

Grants under the Quick Response Grant Category. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council awards Leeton Rainbow Pride Collective Inc a $176 Quick Response 

Grant to assist with purchasing a tear drop flag for promotion of World AIDS Day on  

1 December 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Council’s Community Strengthening Grants includes a ‘Quick Response’ Grant 

Category which aims to support activities that arise unexpectedly, with limited 

notice, outside the window of the twice-yearly Community Grants Scheme. 

Applications within this category are capped at a maximum of $2,000.  

 

Leeton Rainbow Pride Collective Inc 

 

A request has been received from the Leeton Rainbow Pride Collective Inc for funds 

to assist with the purchase of a tear drop flag for promotion of AIDS education, 

prevention and treatment on Worlds AIDS Day 1 December 2021. The project aims to 

support LGBTQIA people and the broader community through essential HIV 

education. 

 

The application was lodged with Council on 15 November 2021.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The project has arisen unexpectedly due to COVID-19 public health orders impeding 

the planning and delivery of events such as the promotion of World AIDS Day.  
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The Quick Response Grant application submitted by Leeton Rainbow Pride 

Collective Inc also included a request of $150 to fund a corporate fundraiser pack 

for Red Ribbon Day on 24 November 2021.  

 

The Community Grants Funding Committee decided that this portion of the grant 

application did not meet the eligibility criteria and would not be funded. Section 4.2 

(Exclusions) of the Community Grants Program Guidelines states that grants will not 

be provided for ‘activities that have already occurred’ and ‘fundraisers and general 

donations to registered charities’. 

 

Options 

 

Council has the following options available: 

 

1. Approve the Leeton Rainbow Pride Collective Inc Quick Response Grant 

application for $176. This is the recommended option. 

 

2. Reject the Leeton Rainbow Pride Collective Inc Quick Response Grant 

application for $176.  

 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Quick Response and Youth Development Category of the Community 

Strengthening Grants program has an annual budget of $10,000. Each year $1,175 is 

allocated to schools in the Shire for end-of-year presentations. To date, $500 of the 

allocation has been utilised for Youth Development Grants and $3,923 has been 

utilised for Quick Response Grants This leaves $4,402 in the budget for Quick 

Response and Youth Development Grants. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Leeton Shire Council’s Grants Policy. 

Community Grants Program Guidelines. 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) states the following: 

 

Can a Council financially assist others? 

 

1. A Council may, in accordance with a resolution of the Council, contribute 

money or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for the purpose of 

exercising its functions. 

 

2. A proposed recipient who acts for private gain is not ineligible to be granted 

financial assistance but must not receive any benefit under this section until at 

least 28 days’ public notice of the Council proposal to pass the necessary 

resolution has been given. 
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(d) Risk 

 

Nil 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Staff have consulted with the applicant. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Accountant 

Community Grants Funding Committee 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 6 - “STRONG LEADERSHIP” within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot - 20a is to Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community through 

community leadership - Support the community by offering a Community Grants 

Program. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Quick Response Grant Application - Leeton Rainbow Pride Collective 
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ITEM 8.5  MINUTES OF THE LEETON MEN'S SHED COMMITTEE - 9 OCTOBER AND 10 

NOVEMBER 2021 AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 10 NOVEMBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/380 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/432/02 

AUTHOR/S Corporate and Community Planning Officer  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The Leeton Men’s Shed is a Section 355 Committee of Council. 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Leeton Men’s 

Shed meeting held on Wednesday 13 October 2021, the minutes of the Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) held on Wednesday 10 November 2021 and the Minutes of 

the Leeton Men’s Shed meeting held on Wednesday 10 November 2021 

(Attachments 1, 2 and 3). 

 

The minutes of the meetings are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee 

and are presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information: 

  

1. The minutes of the Leeton Men’s Shed Committee meeting held on Wednesday 

13 October 2021. 

 

2. The minutes of the Leeton Men’s Shed Committee AGM held on Wednesday 10 

November 2021. 

 

3. The minutes of the Leeton Men’s Shed Committee meeting held on Wednesday 

10 November 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Leeton Men’s Shed Committee is to oversee the day-to-day 

operations of the Leeton Men’s Shed as per the delegation issued by Leeton Shire 

Council: 

 

• To develop the strategic direction of the Leeton Men’s Shed. 
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• To provide appropriate reports and recommendations to Council. 

• To care for and maintain the Men’s Shed facility through responsible day-to-day 

management. 

• To ensure the safety of the patrons of the shed. 

 

The Leeton Men’s Shed Committee holds regular monthly meetings to which all 

members are invited. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Men’s Shed Committee met on 13 October 2021 and the following was 

discussed: 

 

• COVID-19 safety plan, QR codes and relevant signage to be displayed on site 

• No correspondence regarding the Ordinary Council Meeting on Wednesday 22 

September regarding the incorporation of the committee. The Leeton Shire 

Men’s Shed Executive requested that a separate meeting be held prior to the 

Council Meeting with Councillors to discuss the possibility of incorporating the 

committee. As this was organised to be held in October, it was assumed that the 

executive was therefore aware that the meeting had been deferred until after 

this meeting 

• Meeting with Councillors scheduled for Wednesday 20 October to discuss the 

incorporation of the committee 

• An audit of tools to be undertaken with a report presented at the November 

meeting. 

 

The Men’s Shed Committee held its Annual General Meeting on 10 November 2021 

and the following office bearers for 2021/22 were elected: 

 

Chairman:  George Reynolds 

Vice Chairman 1:  John Johnson 

Vice Chairman 2:  Dave Carne 

Secretary: Lindsay Marsh 

Treasurer: Ron Hutton 

Publicity Officer:  Lindsay Marsh 

Catering Officer:  Bobby Gordon 

 

Committee: Jim Milne, Tom Knagge, Jock Hamilton, John Johnson, Buddy Salafia 

 

Auditor: B Allen  

 

The Men’s Shed Committee met on 10 November 2021 and the following was 

discussed: 

 

• Disposal of surplus machinery 

• The committee is still awaiting advice on the sale of the land 
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• Meeting with Councillors on the 20 October 2021 and discussed the Council’s 

proposal to dissolve Leeton Men’s Shed Section 355 committee. The history and 

the role of the LMS in our community was discussed and the Councillors were 

presented with some proposals. Ian Tooke, Zone 4 Coordinator and 

President/Secretary of the AMSA NSW Committee spoke regarding his 

experience with completing incorporation at the Blaney Men’s Shed. The 

proposal has been postponed until the Council meeting on 24 November 2021. 

• Members have been requested to provide the office with their double 

vaccination certificate number. 

• Men’s Shed will close from 16 December 2021 and reopen on 10 January 2022. 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for noting only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Leeton Men’s Shed Committee is a Section 355 Committee. It currently manages 

its own finances. Any identified minor maintenance issues are met through Council’s 

annual maintenance program. Any major enhancements are to be funded by the 

Leeton Men’s Shed Committee.  

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a Council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

The Men’s Shed is operated as a Section 355 Committee of Council. This is an 

unusual situation for Men’s Sheds in Australia. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political and financial impacts. Note that Council has commenced a 

review of all Section 355 Committees to check for legislative compliance. 

 

Work Health and Safety – the Men’s Shed abides by the Australian Men’s Shed 

Association (AMSA) guidelines. Safety issues are addressed in the general Men’s 

Shed meetings and there is a designated Safety Officer. A safety inspection was 

completed by Council’s WHS Coordinator on 4 September 2020. A defibrillator has 

been purchased and is available in the shed. Council’s insurer has confirmed that 

Men’s Shed members are only covered by Council’s insurance if the activity they 

are engaged in can be regarded as “exclusively working for Council”. 
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Working with young people – Council has adopted a Child Safe Policy, which has 

implications for all Council volunteers. Staff have provided the Committee with a 

comprehensive briefing. No programs are to be held with children below the age of 

18 unless all members present on the day have a current Working with Children 

Check. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Nil 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making - Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Leeton Men's Shed Meeting Minutes - 9 October 2021 

2⇩  Leeton Men's Shed AGM Minutes - 10 November 2021 

3⇩  Leeton Men's Shed Meeting Minutes - 10 November 2021 
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ITEM 8.6  MINUTES OF COUNTRY MAYORS MEETING - 5 NOVEMBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/452 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF121/129 

AUTHOR/S Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

and Mayor  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Country 

Mayors Association meeting held on Friday 5 November 2021 (Attachment 1). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Country Mayors Association 

meeting held on Friday 5 November 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The Country Mayors Association (CMA) allows Local Government (LG) from rural and 

regional NSW to come together to discuss issues of specific interest to areas outside 

the major metropolitan centres as well as looking at the bigger picture of the whole 

LG sector within the State. The CMA represents about three quarters of the state in 

land mass. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Country Mayors Association held an AGM and Ordinary Meeting on Friday  

5 November 2021.  

 

Presentations included: 

 

• Cr Linda Scott, President LGNSW – who provided a report on opportunities where 

they might exist including Advocacy Wins, Advocacy Updates, Opportunities for 

Collaboration and Upcoming Events. 

 

• Mr Grant Barnes Chief Regulatory Officer, Natural Resources Access Regulator 

(NRAR), Department of Planning, Industry and Environment – who provided an 

overview of the primary function of the NRAR. Highlighted that Councils are 

large holders of licenses and need to ensure that the approvals and license 

conditions that are set are appropriate. 
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• Mr Joseph Rahme, Senior Manager, Stakeholder Engagement, NSW Telco 

Authority – provided an update on key projects, Critical Communications 

Enhancement Program, Public Safety Mobile Broadband, Mobile Black Spot 

Program and Connecting Country Communities. The Authority is also aiming to 

have the five emergency service providers onto the one network by December 

2024. 

 

Discussions also took place regarding several other matters, with motions passed on: 
 

• Proposed Employment Zones Framework – calls for the proposed employment 

zones framework not to apply to regional areas due to reasons including impact 

on council resources, negative impacts of regional economies and its narrow 

metropolitan focus. 

• Waste Management Facilities – calls for NSW Country Mayors Association to 

oppose the Energy from Waste infrastructure (EfW) in its current form and request 

that it not be advanced until it includes metropolitan locations for (EfW) facilities 

and it is extensively exhibited for public and Council’s feedback before any 

decision is made. 

• Reintroduction of Rural Council Model – calls for LGNSW to call upon the State 

Government to introduce a model for rural councils to impose commensurate 

governance and oversight by the State Government. 

• Cost Shifting – calls for the State Government to undertake an urgent review into 

the cost shifting from the State to Local Government, particularly in the areas of 

emergency services, external audit, crown land management, planning, 

companion animals, underground petroleum storage systems and now COVID 

19 Health Order Compliance. 

• Inability of Small Councils to make Co-Contributions for Project and Grant 

Applications – calls for NSW Country Mayors Association to advocate to the 

Australian and State Governments on a fairer grant system for small and rural 

councils, to ensure they are not disadvantaged compared to better resourced 

councils in terms of ability to provide co-contributions to either comply with the 

grant conditions or to be competitive against other submissions. 

• Need for more appropriate Application of Speed Zones and Better Considered 

Consultation with Local Councils – calls for a review of how the speed zoning 

guidelines are applied, most especially in relation to 50km/hr limits outside built 

up areas and having greater regard for local council knowledge, including 

improved engagement, when identifying safety risk and safety investment 

priorities and when introducing new speed limits. 

• Mayoral and Councillor Allowances – calls for NSW Country Mayors Association 

to approach all political parties to seek a bi-partisan approach to bringing 

Mayoral and Councillor allowances in rural NSW to reflect a midpoint between 

Qld and Vic. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 
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Costs of membership of CMA and attendance at CMA meetings are budgeted 

annually. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Attending CMA ensures that Leeton Shire Council can present key community issues 

in and to a forum and network whose collective voice is held in high regard and 

that has ready access to NSW Government Ministers and industry leaders. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Members of the Country Mayors Association 

 

(b) Internal 

 

The CMA meeting on Friday 28 May 2021 was attended by the Mayor and Deputy 

Mayor. 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 18 - A community that has politicians 

who act and listen - 18 a - Forge and maintain strong regional relationships – 

Participate in Country Mayors Association. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Minutes NSW Country Mayors Association Meeting - 5 November 2021 
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ITEM 8.7  ANNUAL DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST RETURNS BY COUNCILLORS AND 

DESIGNATED PERSONS - 1 JULY 2020 - 30 JUNE 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/454 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/123 

AUTHOR/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council that the annual Disclosure of Interest 

Returns by Councillors, senior management and designated persons for the period 

1 July to 30 June 2021 were submitted in the appropriate form by the deadline of 

30 September 2021 and have been made publicly available. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT Council receives and notes the report on the 2020/21 Annual Disclosure of 

Interest Returns by Councillors, senior management and designated persons. 

 

 

REPORT 
 

(a) Background 

 

Leeton Shire Council’s Code of Conduct requires Councillors and designated 

persons to complete, and lodge with the General Manager, a return in the form 

prescribed by Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 of the Code of Conduct within: 

 

• 3 months of becoming a councillor or designated person, or 

• upon a change of interests arising, and then 

• annually thereafter. 

 

Disclosure of Interest Returns lodged by Councillors, senior management and 

designated persons (as defined in Part 5 of the Code of Conduct) must be tabled at 

a Council meeting after the final lodgement date of 30 September each year, in 

accordance with the Code of Conduct.  

 

A register of returns must be kept and the information contained in returns made 

publicly available in accordance with the requirements of the Government 

Information (Public Access) Act 2009, the Government Information (Public Access) 

Regulation 2018 and any guidelines issued by the NSW Information Commissioner. 
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(b) Discussion 

 

The Disclosure of Interest Returns for all Councillors, senior staff and designated 

persons for the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 were lodged in the appropriate 

format by the due date of 30 September 2021. 

 

In accordance with the Code of Conduct the Disclosure of Interest Returns have 

been made publicly available on Council’s website. They can be found in the Public 

Access to Information section of the website. 

 

In the interests of protecting those who have completed returns from identity theft, 

signatures have been redacted from all published returns.  

 

A folder of hardcopies of the published Disclosure of Interest Returns will be available 

for viewing at the Council meeting. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for noting only 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Code of Conduct – Section Five: Pecuniary Interests 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993 – Sect 440 Code of Conduct 

Local Government Act 1993 – Sect 739 Protection of Privacy 

Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 

Government Information (Public Access) Regulation 2018 and guidelines issues by 

the Information Commissioner 

Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Corporate Risk – Councillors, senior staff and designated persons have obligations 

under the Code of Conduct to submit pecuniary interest returns. Non-submission of a 

pecuniary interest disclosure form is potentially a breach of the Code of Conduct. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Office of Local Government 

Information and Privacy Commission 

https://www.leeton.nsw.gov.au/about-council/public-access-info.aspx
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(b) Internal 

 

Senior Management Team 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 6 - “STRONG LEADERSHIP” within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot - 20a is to Ensure the aspirations of the community are delivered - 

Operate an efficient and effective Local Government Administration.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report 
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ITEM 8.8  DISSOLVING THE LEETON MEN'S SHED SECTION 355 COMMITTEE    

RECORD NUMBER 21/435 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/432 

AUTHOR/S Executive Manager IPR, Governance and 

Engagement  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to request that Council dissolve the Leeton Men’s Shed 

Section 355 Committee on the basis that the Men’s Shed : 

 

• should not be classified as a Section 355 Committee because of the nature of its 

operations – it does not carry out any of the functions of Council 

• is now a successful and sustainable organisation that would be better served by 

becoming an incorporated body. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT Council: 
 

1. Dissolves the Leeton Men’s Shed Section 355 Committee, giving the Men’s Shed 

7 months written notice of its intention to do so, with dissolution of the Section 

355 Committee to take place by 30 June 2022 at the latest. 
 

2. Allows the Leeton Men’s Shed to purchase the Men’s Shed buildings and the 

part of Lot 330 DP 751742 on which the buildings stand for the price of $1.00, with 

Council covering all subdivision and legal costs, including the cost of establishing 

appropriate water and sewer connections. 
 

3. Allows the Leeton Men’s Shed to retain ownership of the funds and assets it 

currently holds in its capacity as a Section 355 Committee. 

 

4. Pays for AMSA Group Insurance Program coverage and IRS2 insurance 

coverage on behalf of the Leeton Men’s Shed, at a rate of $50.50 per member, 

up to a maximum of $2,500 for the first year of its operation as an incorporated 

body. 

 

REPORT 
 

(a) Background 
 

Section 355 Committees are committees constituted under the powers granted by 

the Local Government Act 1993.  
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These committees provide a mechanism by which interested persons can have an 

active role in the management of Council facilities and the provision of services to 

the community. This provides a two-fold benefit by giving protection to the 

Committee operating under the banner of Council, and by providing Council with 

assistance in carrying out its functions. 

 

Council can, by resolution, dissolve a Section 355 Committee at any time. 

 

A report on dissolving the Men’s Shed Section 355 Committee on the basis that the 

Men’s Shed is now a successful and sustainable organisation that would be better 

served by becoming an incorporated body was tabled as Item 8.4 Dissolving the 

Men’s Shed Section 355 Committee of the Agenda for the Ordinary Council Meeting 

of 22 September 2021(Attachment 1). 

 

The Men’s Shed emailed a request that Item 8.4 be deferred to allow time for the 

Men’s Shed to address the Council on the matter. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Council accommodated the request to defer Item 8.4 and Councillors met with 

members of the Leeton Men’s Shed on 20 October 2021. 

 

At that meeting the Men’s Shed representatives said that, while Council’s offer was 

generous, they would prefer to remain a Section 355 Committee but that they would 

consider, subject to certain conditions, Option 1 of Item 8.4:  

 

That Council dissolves the Leeton Men’s Shed Section 355 Committee (giving 

the Men’s Shed three months written notice of its intention to do so), approves  

the Leeton Men’s Shed to purchase the Men’s Shed buildings and the part of 

Lot 330 DP 751742 the land on which it stands for the price of $1.00 (with 

Council covering all costs associated with the transfer of ownership), allows 

the Leeton Men’s Shed to retain ownership of the funds and assets it currently 

holds in its capacity as a Section 355 Committee, and pays for the Leeton 

Men’s Shed AMSA Group Insurance Program coverage and IRS2 coverage, 

at a rate of $50.50 per member (capped at $2,500) for the first year of its 

operation as an incorporated body. 

 

Ian Tooke, the AMSA NSW Committee Vice-President and Zone 4 Coordinator, also 

attended the meeting. Mr Tooke spoke of the Blayney Men’s Shed experience of 

becoming incorporated and expressed the view that incorporation would be a 

positive for the Leeton Men’s Shed. 

 

The Men’s Shed followed up the meeting with a written response to the matter of 

dissolving the Men’s Shed Section 355 Committee (Attachment 2). The document 

outlined the desired conditions under which the Men’s Shed would be comfortable 

proceeding with the dissolution process.  

 

These conditions and staff responses are listed in the table overleaf: 
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No. Leeton Men’s Shed Request Response 

1.  To have 12 months or longer from 

being given notice in writing of the 

Council’s intention to dissolve the 

Leeton Men’s Shed Section 355 

Committee to execute the changes 

identified in Option 1 as stated in Item 

8.4 notification dated Wednesday 22 

September 2021. 

The timeframe will be extended to 7 months 

from 24 November 2021, with dissolution of the 

Section 355 Committee to take place by 30 

June 2022. Seven months is considered to be 

ample as this is not a new proposition. This 

timing will align with Council's financial year 

and will better align with new Delivery Program 

which commences 1 July 2022. 

2.  That Leeton Men’s Shed can 

negotiate in good faith an extension 

of our boundary by 6.7m on the 

eastern side of the Shed where the 

current dog park fence is situated 

before the land is subdivided. This is 

needed to provide adequate parking 

for members and handicapped 

visitors as well as provide more space 

for truck delivery of goods to the 

Shed. It will also provide a greater 

turning circle for members and visitors 

to enter and exit the car park without 

the need to reverse. 

Extending the boundary of the Men’s Shed 

allotment would eat into the area of the 

adjacent lot. That lot has been earmarked for 

development and all the available space is 

needed for that purpose. 

 

In addition, the cost of undertaking a 3-lot 

subdivision, which is what will be required in 

order to excise the Men’s Shed allotment, will 

be in the vicinity of $10,000 (surveying, transfer 

of ownership, ancillary matters). Extending the 

boundary beyond the existing fence-line 

would incur additional expenditure – for the 

construction of new fencing, for example.  
 

The Men’s Shed has operated at this site within 

the current footprint for approximately 10 years 

without apparent issue. While it is 

acknowledged it would be nice for the Men’s 

Shed to have additional space, with a current 

membership of only 35 – not all of whom are 

present at one time – and with the shed only 

open three mornings a week, it is considered 

that the land available for the Men’s Shed 

adequately accommodates their needs. 

3.  That Leeton Shire Council agrees to 

pay all costs and execute installation 

of water and sewerage services 

directly to the subdivided portion of 

land on which the Shed is located 

from Brobenah Rd to the Shed on Lot 

330 DP 751742 prior to the asset 

transfer to the Leeton Men’s Shed. 

Council will ensure the Men’s Shed is fully 

connected to these services at a time that is 

convenient to Council. Until then, Council will 

cover the water and sewer charges. All 

connection costs will be paid out of the water 

and sewer reserve funds. 

4.  That Leeton Shire Council transfer title 

and ownership, at no cost to the 

Men’s Shed, of 3 Pendula Street, 

Leeton, being Lot 2 DP 238458 ‘gifted’ 

to Council on behalf of the Leeton 

Shire Men’s Shed as a Section 355 

Committee of LSC in 2014. 

It is not considered necessary for Council to 

incur the additional cost of transferring title 

and ownership of 3 Pendula Street (Lot 2 DP 

238458) to the Leeton Men’s Shed. Instead, 

Council will adhere to the initial agreement 

that when it is successful in selling the lot the 

proceeds will be transferred to the Leeton 

Shire Men’s Shed. 

5.  That Leeton Shire Council pay for the 

cost of a NSW Government regulation 

It is suggested that the Men’s Shed apply for a 

Community Strengthening Grant and/or other 
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for two concreted parking spots for 

handicapped visitors in accord with 

AS1428 to the Shed, including a 

concreted path to the doorway to 

provide access for handicapped 

persons as may be required when we 

become incorporated. 

grants to undertake these works. 

6.  That Leeton Shire Council agrees to 

pay for and provide suitable gravel 

road access to the Shed from 

Brobenah Road. 

Access to the Shed from Brobenah Road will 

be incorporated in the subdivided Lot, as was 

noted on the diagram attached to Item 8.4 

‘Dissolving the Men’s Shed Section 355 

Committee’ of the Agenda for the Ordinary 

Council Meeting of 22 September 2021 

(Attachment 3). Operations have advised that 

the existing access is suitable. Should Council 

determine that gravel resheeting is required, 

an additional $2,000 would need to be added 

to the cost of the subdivision. 

7.  That Leeton Shire Council perpetually 

reimburse Leeton Men’s Shed on an 

annual basis, the cost of rates 

including water, sewerage, garbage, 

and land rates (if land rates are 

applicable) modelled on the 

example of agreements between 

Blayney Shire Council and Blayney 

Men’s Shed as discussed by Mr Ian 

Tooke, Secretary, AMSA NSW 

Committee, at the Council meeting 

held on Wednesday 20 October with 

Council Staff, Councillors and the 

Men’s Shed Committee. 

Should the Leeton Men’s Shed achieve 

charitable status, Council will cover the cost of 

property rates until such time as the Men’s 

Shed ceases to exist as an entity or loses its 

charitable status.  
 

Other than the costs involved in initial 

connection, the Leeton Men’s Shed will be 

responsible for any costs associated with the 

provision of water, sewer and waste services. 

Discounts of up to 80% on some services (eg 

water and sewer access charges) may apply 

(application required) to the Men’s Shed once 

their charitable status is confirmed 
 

Council does not waive these costs for any 

other dwelling, business or organisation. 

8.  That Leeton Men’s Shed have the 

right to operate as a work site if the 

adjoining land is rezoned as 

residential, with no restrictions to be 

applied to opening hours or noise. 

The Men's Shed is required to operate 

according to its conditions of consent.  Any 

proposed future changes will be subject to a 

merit-based assessment process as required 

under the LEP.  Similarly, future development 

proposals around the location of the Men's 

Shed will have to have regard to the 

consented activities of the Men's Shed. 

9.  That Leeton Shire Council provide 

ongoing administrative advice and 

support to the Men’s Shed, when 

needed, in meeting all the 

requirements in becoming 

incorporated as well as with day-to-

day business when necessary as a 

valued Community organisation. 

Council will support the Men’s Shed in their 

efforts to become incorporated but does not 

have the capacity to provide further ongoing 

administrative support.  
 

In any case, Council does not provide 

administrative support to other community 

organisations, many of which are just as 

valuable as the Men’s Shed.  
 

It is suggested that the Men’s Shed advertise 
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for volunteers with office administration skills.  

10.  That Leeton Shire Council agree to 

provide Leeton Men’s Shed with de-

commissioned Computer/laptops 

following Council hardware upgrades 

that may be redundant to their needs 

when requested. 

Council will supply the Men’s Shed with one 

surplus used desktop computer and one 

laptop when it next has one of each available. 

Council will consider future requests on a case-

by-case basis. Every effort will be made to re-

allocate secondhand Council devices to the 

Men's Shed to assist with moving to 

incorporation. 

11.  That Leeton Shire Council provide 

Leeton Men’s Shed with a suitable 

phone service to the Shed as 

previously requested on numerous 

occasions. 

According to the Manager ICT, the provision of 

a telephone line to the Men’s Shed location is 

problematic. Instead, Council is prepared to 

supply a secondhand mobile telephone. The 

Men’s Shed will be responsible for paying the 

ongoing usage costs and for replacing the 

telephone if it is damaged or becomes 

obsolete. 

 

It should be noted that Council does not require the permission of the Men’s Shed in 

order to proceed with the dissolution of the Section 355 Committee. Nor does it 

need to comply with any conditions the Men’s Shed have put forward.  

 

(c) Options 

 

Option 1: That Council dissolves the Leeton Men’s Shed Section 355 Committee 

(giving the Men’s Shed 7 months written notice of its intention to do so), approves 

the sale of the Men’s Shed buildings and the land on which they stand (part of Lot 

330 DP 751742) to the Leeton Men’s Shed for the price of $1.00 (with Council 

covering all costs associated with subdivision of the Lot and the transfer of 

ownership), allows the Leeton Men’s Shed to retain ownership of the funds and 

assets it currently holds in its capacity as a Section 355 Committee, and pays for the 

Leeton Men’s Shed AMSA Group Insurance Program coverage and IRS2 coverage, 

at a rate of $50.50 per member (capped at $2,500) for the first year of its operation 

as an incorporated body. This is the preferred option. 

 

Option 2: That Council adopt Option 1 with adjustments. 

 

Option 3: That Council maintains the status of the Leeton Men’s Shed as a Section 

355 Committee but requires the Men’s Shed to take out the AMSA insurance, at their 

cost, to ensure its members and assets are adequately covered. 

 

Option 4. That Council retains the status quo. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Leeton Men’s Shed manages its own finances and, according to the most 

recent Treasurer’s report, has $40,769.24 in its bank account. 
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Leeton Shire Council has supported the Men’s Shed financially since its inception, 

providing $3,078 in grant funding over the years on top of the provision of rent, rate 

and service-charge-free premises. If the Men’s Shed ceases to be a Section 355 

Committee its access to the Community Grants Program will not be impacted and 

the Men’s Shed will have the same access to financial support as any other 

community organisation. 

 

As a Section 355 Committee, the Leeton Men’s Shed benefits from being covered by 

Council’s insurance policies. If the Men’s Shed ceases to be a Section 355 

Committee, it will be required to fund its own insurances at a combined cost of 

$50.50 per member. The Men’s Shed has approximately 35 active members, which 

would mean that the cost would be in the vicinity of $1,767 per year. If Council 

adopts the recommendation that cost would be covered by Council in the first year. 

This amount would be drawn from Council’s budgeted insurance provisions. 

 

If the recommendation is adopted and the ownership of the Men’s Shed building 

and the land on which it stands is transferred to the Men’s Shed, the Men’s Shed will 

be required to pay for any additional building and contents insurance, 

maintenance, and water and property rates. It the Men’s Shed achieves charitable 

status it would be exempt from paying property rates and would be eligible 

(application required) for discounts of up to 80% for some charges (water and sewer 

access charges, for instance). 

 

While accurate figures are not available because most of the costs associated with 

the administration of 355 Committees aren’t separated out on a per Committee 

basis, it is estimated that Council would save a minimum of $12,400 per year if the 

Leeton Men’s Shed were to cease being a Section 355 Committee. This estimate is 

based on $3,000 per year in maintenance costs, $2,000 in insurance costs, $1,400 

(reduced if the Men’s Shed achieves charity status) in waste/water/sewer services, 

and 10 hours a month in labour (not including on-costs).  

 

(b) Policy 

 

Under Section 355 of the Local Government Act 1993 a council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

The Men’s Shed is operated as a Section 355 Committee of Council. This is an 

unusual situation for Men’s Sheds in Australia. It could be argued that while the 

Men’s Shed offers a valuable service to the community, it does not perform any 

functions of Council. 

 

As a Section 355 Committee, the Leeton Men’s Shed is subject to Leeton Shire 

Council’s Code of Conduct and other policies. 

 

As a member of the AMSA, the Leeton Men’s Shed must comply with the 

Association’s national compliance standard for Men’s Sheds and Men’s-Shed-

specific Health and Safety and Risk Management systems. 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993 
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(d) Risk 

 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political and financial impacts.  

 

Work Health and Safety – the Men’s Shed abides by the AMSA guidelines. Safety 

issues are addressed in the general Men’s Shed meetings and there is a designated 

Safety Officer. A safety inspection was completed by Council’s WHS Coordinator 4 

September 2020. A defibrillator has been purchased and is available in the shed.  

 

Insurance – Advice regarding the degree to which Council’s insurance covers the 

Leeton Men’s Shed members. The former Community Services Manager said 

Council’s insurer has confirmed that Men’s Shed members are only covered by 

Council’s insurance if the activity they are engaged in can be regarded as 

“exclusively working for Council”. Notwithstanding the varied advice, the insurance 

coverage through the AMSA Group Insurance Scheme is more appropriate to the 

Leeton Men’s Shed because it is specifically targeted to Men’s Shed activities. 

 

Working with young people – Council has adopted a Child Safe Policy, which has 

implications for all Council volunteers. Staff have provided the Committee with a 

comprehensive briefing. No programs are to be held with children below the age of 

18 unless all members present on the day have a current Working with Children 

Check (WWCC). Most Men’s Shed members have not yet applied for WWCCs. 

Members were reminded of the requirement at the Men’s Shed Meeting of June 

2021. 

 

Good use of Council Resources – Council staff can spend considerable time 

supporting Men’s Shed administration and processes that are best led by the 

Committee. Examples include WHS inspections, workplace investigations and 

financial reporting. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

The Leeton Men’s Shed 

The AMSA NSW Committee Vice-President and Zone 4 Coordinator – Ian Tooke 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Corporate and Community Planning Officer 

Debtors/Creditors Officer 

Former Manager Community Services  

General Manager 

Manager Finance 

Manager WHS, QA and Risk 

Property Coordinator and Native Title Manager 

Senior Rates Officer 

Water Billing and Revenue Officer 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved – 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making – Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Item 8.4 Dissolving the Leeton Men's Shed Section 355 Committee Report - from 

the Agenda for the 22 September Councl Meeting 

2⇩  Response from the Leeton Men's Shed Section regarding Section 355 

Committee status - Friday 22 October 2021 

3⇩  Men's Shed location - part Lot 330 DP 751742 - exact location of access to be 

determined 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 1 - Item 8.4 Dissolving the Leeton Men's Shed Section 355 Committee Report - 

from the Agenda for the 22 September Councl Meeting 

Page 64 

 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 1 - Item 8.4 Dissolving the Leeton Men's Shed Section 355 Committee Report - 

from the Agenda for the 22 September Councl Meeting 

Page 65 

 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 1 - Item 8.4 Dissolving the Leeton Men's Shed Section 355 Committee Report - 

from the Agenda for the 22 September Councl Meeting 

Page 66 

 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 1 - Item 8.4 Dissolving the Leeton Men's Shed Section 355 Committee Report - 

from the Agenda for the 22 September Councl Meeting 

Page 67 

 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 1 - Item 8.4 Dissolving the Leeton Men's Shed Section 355 Committee Report - 

from the Agenda for the 22 September Councl Meeting 

Page 68 

 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 1 - Item 8.4 Dissolving the Leeton Men's Shed Section 355 Committee Report - 

from the Agenda for the 22 September Councl Meeting 

Page 69 

 

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 2 - Response from the Leeton Men's Shed Section regarding Section 355 

Committee status - Friday 22 October 2021 

Page 70 

 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 2 - Response from the Leeton Men's Shed Section regarding Section 355 

Committee status - Friday 22 October 2021 

Page 71 

 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 2 - Response from the Leeton Men's Shed Section regarding Section 355 

Committee status - Friday 22 October 2021 

Page 72 

 

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

Item8.8 Attachment 3 - Men's Shed location - part Lot 330 DP 751742 - exact location of access to be determined Page 73 
 

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 November 2021 

 

 

74 

CORPORATE MATTERS 

ITEM 8.9  ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/376 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/317 

AUTHOR/S Manager Finance  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Corporate    
 

 

  

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present Council’s Annual Financial Reports and the 

Auditor’s Reports for the 2020/2021 Financial Year to the public. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the presentation on the 2020/21Financial Reports and Auditor’s 

Reports for Leeton Shire Council by Mr Brad Bohun from Crowe in Albury representing 

the Auditor General. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Council’s Annual Financial Reports for the financial year ending 30 June 2021have 

been audited and in accordance with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government Act 

1993 are now presented along with the Auditor’s Reports to the public.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Mr Brad Bohun from Crowe in Albury, the agent representing the Audit Office of NSW 

(Council’s Auditor) will present the Annual Financial Reports and Auditor’s Reports for 

the 2020/21 financial year at this meeting. 

 

Mr Bohun will address Council at the commencement of the Council meeting. It is 

recommended that Council moves into a Committee of the Whole to allow the 

Auditor’s Reports to be presented. 

 

Mr Bohun will highlight the key features of the Financial Reports together with 

comments on the conduct of the Audit. He will also take questions from Councillors 

at the conclusion of the presentation. 

 

A copy of the Auditor’s Reports for 2020/21 are contained within the 2020/21 

Financial Reports which are attached to this report (Attachment 1). Copies will also 

be available at the meeting.  
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Note: Both the Annual Financial Reports and Auditor’s Reports are available on 

Council’s website. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for noting. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Section 419 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a Council to present its 

audited financial reports, together with the auditor’s reports, at a meeting of the 

council held on the date fixed for the meeting. 

 

Section 419 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that the council’s auditor 

may, and if so required in writing by the Council, must attend the meeting at which 

the financial reports are presented. 

 

Section 420 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 allows any person to make a 

submission to the Council with respect to the Council’s audited financial reports or 

with respect to the Auditor’s Reports. 

 

Section 420 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the submission to be in 

writing and must be lodged with the Council within 7 days after the date on which 

those reports are presented to the public. 

 

Section 420 (3) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to ensure that 

copies of all submissions received by it to be referred to the auditor. 

 

Section 420 (4) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to take such 

action as it considers appropriate with respect to any such submission, including 

giving notice to the Departmental Chief Executive of any matter that appears to 

require amendment of the Council’s financial reports.  

 

(d) Risk 

 

If Council does not formally present its financial statements, then Leeton Shire 

Council will not meet its compliance obligations. 
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CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Public Notice advising of the meeting to be held on Wednesday 24 November 2021 

was placed in The Irrigator. 

 

The Statements including the Audit Reports will be on public display from Monday 1 

November until Wednesday 1 December 2021.  

 

Copies of the Statements will be available for public viewing on Council’s website, 

at the Leeton Administration Building, Leeton Library, and the Post Offices at Whitton 

and Yanco, until Wednesday 1 December 2021.  

 

Public submissions on the Statements can be made up until the close of business on 

Wednesday 1 December 2021. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Manager 

Group Manager Corporate 

Manager Finance  

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot - 20 b - Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community through sound 

financial and asset management - Investigate and propose Long-Term Financial 

Plan measures to support Council’s ongoing financial sustainability. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇨  Annual Financial Statements FINAL - 2020/2021 - Attached separately  

2  Audit Office Final Management Letter 2020/2021 - Confidential 

3  Audit Office Engagement Closing Report 2020/2021 - Confidential 
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ITEM 8.10  2021/22 BUDGET REVIEW FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 30 SEPTEMBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/451 

RELATED FILE NUMBER   

AUTHOR/S Manager Finance  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Corporate    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of the Quarterly Budget Review (QBR) is to provide a summary of 

Council’s financial position as at the end of the first quarter (30 September 2021) for 

the Year Ending 30 June 2022. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council review and consider the QBR as at 30 September 2021, and approve 

the changes as recommended by Management. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The QBR is required to be prepared quarterly in a prescribed format to inform 

Council of progress against the original budget along with recommended changes 

and reasons for the variances. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

A copy of the Quarterly Budget Review document is provided at Attachment 1.  

 

Quarterly Budget Review Summary – Consolidated Income Statement  

(Attachment 1, page 3)  

 

The recommended budget changes and detailed explanations and schedules are 

provided within Attachment 1 with the Income Statement and commentary on 

page 3 and supporting schedules on pages 5 and 6. 

 

It is important to note that a number of the recommendations relate to the 

incorporation of the Carry Overs (substantially started as at 30 June 2021) and Re-

votes (voted but not started as at 30 June 2021). These are incorporated in the 

2021/22 QBR to provide a forecast of Council’s financial position at 30 June 2022. 

Examples include capital grant funding for the Roxy ($2.17M), Wamoon Sewer 

($1.17M) and Canal Street ($1.7M). 
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Other recommendations relate to changes that have been identified since 

completion of the 2021/22 Budget. Examples include reversal of the removal of 

benefactor contributions for the Golf Clubhouse (-$900K), additional depreciation 

expense ($1.27M) and loss on the write-down on the value of the old pool assets 

following the upgrade ($1.4M).  

 

After incorporation of the Carry Overs and Re-votes and changes, Council’s forecast 

results for 30 June 2022 are: 

 

• Net operating result for the year - surplus of $14.0M (2020/21 Actual for year 

ended 30 June 2021: surplus of $2.5M). 

• Net operating result for the year before grants and contributions provided for 

capital purposes - loss of $4.6M (2020/21 Actual for year ended 30 June 2021: loss 

of $4.4M). 

 

Quarterly Budget Review Summary – Capital Budget (Attachment 1, page 4)  

 

The recommended budget changes and detailed explanations and schedules are 

provided within Attachment 1 with the Capital Budget and commentary on page 4 

and supporting schedule on page 7. 

 

Council’s original budget was for $25.9M in capital works which, with recommended 

Carry Overs and Re-votes and changes will rise to $37.7M.  

 

Management will continue to monitor the capital program to ensure its delivery in 

full or to ensure prioritisation of projects, if required. 

 

Quarterly Budget Review Summary – Cash and Investments (Attachment 1, page 10)  

 

The recommended budget changes and detailed explanations and schedules are 

provided within Attachment 1 with the Cash and Investments and commentary on 

page 10 and a schedule of items on page 5. 

 

After incorporation of the Carry Overs and Re-votes and changes Council’s 2021/22 

Cash and Investments position is forecast to decrease by $7.8M from $47M as at 30 

June 2021 to $39M as at 30 June 2022, including a decrease in unrestricted cash by 

$900K from $1.9M to $1.0M (impacted by: LED lighting upgrade of $216K; CBD 

façades $138K and DCP and LEP preparation of $98K).  

 

Please note that the forecast Cash and Investments position is conditional on work 

completion and timing of receipt of milestone payments. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The QBR recommendations include the incorporation of the Carry Overs and Re-

votes from the prior year as well as changes that have been identified since 

completion of the 2021/22 Budget. These recommendations have a significant 

impact on the forecast financial position, capital budget and cash position of 

Council as at 30 June 2022. 
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(c) Options 

 

1. Adopt the Quarterly Budget Review as recommended. 

 

2. Adopt the Quarterly Budget Review with amendments. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Overall Position 

 

The Responsible Accounting Officer Statement (Page 2 of Attachment 1) indicates 

that Council’s position at 30 September 2021 is considered satisfactory compared to 

the original 2021/22 Budget which was adopted by Council. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

The Quarterly Budget Review is required in accordance with clause 203 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2005.  

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Specifically, clause 203 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 states 

the following: 

 

1. Not later than 2 months after the end of each quarter (except the June 

quarter), the responsible accounting officer of a council must prepare and 

submit to the council a budget review statement that shows, by reference to 

the estimate of income and expenditure set out in the statement of the 

council's revenue policy included in the operational plan for the relevant year, 

a revised estimate of the income and expenditure for that year.  

 

2. A budget review statement must include or be accompanied by: 

 

(a) A report as to whether or not the responsible accounting officer believes 

that the statement indicates that the financial position of the council is 

satisfactory, having regard to the original estimate of income and 

expenditure, and  

(b) If that position is unsatisfactory, recommendations for remedial action.  

 

3. A budget review statement must also include any information required by the 

Code to be included in such a statement.  

 

(d) Risk 

 

If Council does not adopt the September 2021 Budget Review Statements, then 

Leeton Shire Council will not meet its compliance obligations. 
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Cashflow will need to be monitored to ensure funds are readily available for Council 

to pay its debts on time, especially given the unprecedented capital works 

program.  

 

Council may need to reconsider the timing and scope of its capital works program 

due to the available time and resources. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Internal 

 

All Officers Responsible for Budget Management 

Senior Management Team (SMT) 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot - 20 b - Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community through sound 

financial and asset management - Investigate and propose Long-Term Financial 

Plan measures to support Council’s ongoing financial sustainability. 

. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  LSC - QBRS Summary for September 2021 
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ITEM 8.11  INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/445 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/312 

AUTHOR/S Accountant  

APPROVER/S Manager Finance 

Group Manager Corporate    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide details to the Councillors on the funds which 

have been invested during the month of October 2021. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the information contained in the Investments Report for October 

2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

This report is required to be prepared on a monthly basis and presented to the next 

available Ordinary Council Meeting in accordance with Clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2005. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Leeton Shire Council has $14,629,262 invested with local bank branches and credit 

unions. This equates to 32.85% of the total investment portfolio as at 31 October 2021. 

The total current investment portfolio of $44,531,458 is invested in Approved Deposit 

Institutions (ADIs) which are regulated by the Australian Prudential Regulatory 

Authority (APRA). 

 

Attached to this report is a Statement of Bank Reconciliation (Attachment 1) and a 

Summary of Investments (Attachment 2) as at 31 October 2021. 

 

The Statement of Bank Reconciliation details what Council has in its bank account at 

31 October 2021 (after taking into account unpresented cheques, unpresented 

deposits, and unpresented debits) compared to what Council has in its general 

ledger as at 31 October 2021. 

 

The Summary of Investments details all the investments held by Leeton Shire Council 

as at 31 October 2021 (including the on-call accounts). It also details the institutions 
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where the investments are held, how long the investments have been held by 

amount and percentage and differentiates the investments between current (12 

months or less) and non-current (over one year). 

 

The table below details the monthly movements of investments for October 2021. 

 

Opening Balance as at 30 September 2021 $ 45,527,341 

Less:   

Maturities (4) $ 3,500,000 

Transfer to CBA Current Account (1)  1,000,000 

Subtotal $ 41,027,341 

Plus:   

Roll-overs (4) $ 3,500,000 

New Investments (2) $  

CBA Business Online Saver (BOS) movements $ 298 

AMP Business Saver Account  $  

AMP 31 Day Notice Account  $ 2,798 

Macquarie Cash Management Accelerator Account  $ 1,021 

Closing balance as at 31 October 2021  $ $44,531,458 

 

The following table details the investment holdings split between the Banks and 

Credit Unions. 
 

Institution Investment Holdings 

Banks $41,531,458 

NT Bond $  1,000,000 

Credit Unions $  2,000,000 

Total $44,531,458 

 

The following table details the break-up of investments according to the restrictions 

which are placed on them. 
 

Total Investments $ 44,531,458 

Less restrictions     

Water Supply (Excl. Unfinished Works) $ 16,671,283 

Sewerage Services (Excl. Unfinished Works) $ 7,551,192 

Domestic Waste Management $ 3,491,415 

Other external restrictions $ 4,578,994 

External Restrictions (Excl. Unfished Works) - Sub Total $ 32,292,884 

Internal restrictions $ 10,516,283 

Total restrictions $ 42,809,167 

Net unrestricted investments $ 1,722,291 
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Externally restricted funds can only be used for the purposes for which they were 

raised. These include water, sewer, domestic waste operations and unexpended 

specific purpose grants.  

 

Internally restricted funds are set aside through Council resolution to fund specific 

items such as plant replacement, infrastructure renewal or liabilities such as 

employee leave entitlements. Internal restrictions are considered as part of the 

Budget adoption or the Quarterly Budget Review process. 

 

Unrestricted cash is used to provide working capital for Council to fund short-term 

operations and fluctuations in payables and receivables. The level of unrestricted 

cash will also vary depending upon the level of outstanding creditors and debtors at 

month-end. 

With unexpected upwards pressure on inflation, The Reserve Bank of Australia may 

raise interest rates earlier than expected. This is most likely to be in 2023 or late 2022 

but there is almost no risk of an interest rate rise in the next six months. 

 

The average yield on Council investments for October fell from 0.69% in September 

to 0.64% in October. This is due to a drop in Term Deposit returns available for re- 

investment. 

 

With an eye to protect capital and maintain liquidity, Council is investing for longer 

terms for better returns. Council is also considering more Unrated and BBB+ rated 

institutions where the investment can be fully protected by APRA’s Financial Claims 

Scheme by limited such deposits to $250,000. This shift should be reflected in 

investment returns as reinvestments are made. It is unknown if this shift in strategy will 

allow council to reach it’s budgeted income from investments. 

 

The following column graph compares monthly accrued interest with the original 

budgeted interest for each month. 

 

The actual $24,205 in interest accrued for October 2021 is lower than the original 

budgeted amount of $33,333 by $9,128.  
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The following line graph compares year-to-date interest with the original budgeted 

interest for the period. This shows that Council’s actual investment income has been 

lower than the original budget as at 31 October 2021.  

 

 
 

The following tables provide information on investment rates this year compared to 

last year, as well as a comparison of investment balances from this year to last year. 

 

Performance Measures This Year Last Year 

Portfolio Average Interest Rate (year to date) 0.75% 1.60% 
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Investment Balances  This Year Last Year 

Opening Balance as at 1 Oct    $45,527,341 $45,489,541 

Current Balance as at 31 Oct   $44,531,458 $44,493,990 

 

Water Investments Summary 

 

Total Water Licenses currently held are 5,626 ML, of which 1,529 ML are transferable. 

The transferable licenses had a valuation by Breed & Hutchinson as at 30 June 2021, 

of $ 8,315,900 (2019/20 valuation $8.4M). For the 2021/22 year there is 100% 

allocation for both high security and general security water. Council has undertaken 

temporary trade of water to date of 1,100 ML for $109,713 (net of sale brokerage 

fees). This equates to a ROI of 1.31%. 

 

 
 

Lehman Brothers  

 

Lehman Brothers Australia (LBA) Dividend Payment Update:  

 

The latest update relates to private binding Rulings from the ATO. These are 

necessary to obtain to resolve the tax position for the LBA estate. Once the Rulings 

are issued, the Liquidator will need to go through its own procedures to pay out the 

final dividend, which will comprise the remaining monies left in the estate less any 

monies claimed by the ATO under its Rulings. 

Council has been advised that some progress has been made but no amounts or 

timeframes have yet been released. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The annualised rate of return across the portfolio is 0.64% for October 2021. The 

budgeted percentage for the 2021/22 Financial Year equates to 1.30%.  

 

The consolidated actual investment income from 1 July 2021 to 31 October 2021 

compared to the original budgeted annual investment interest from 1 July 2021 to 

31 October 2021 is detailed below. 

 

 

Water Entitlements
Allocation

(1.11.21)
Megalitres Alloc Sold Unsold

High Security  100% 971 800 171

General Security  100% 558 300 258

Transferable Water 1529 1100 429

Town Water   100% 4,097 0 4,097

Total 5626 1100 4526
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Actual versus budgeted interest  

Actual Interest Accrued from 1 July 2021 to 31 October 2021 $114,753 

Original Budgeted Interest – 1 July 2021 to 31 October 2021 $133,333 

Variance – Negative -$18,580 

 

(b) Policy 

 

All funds are invested in accordance with Leeton Shire Council’s Investment Policy. 

Investments are to be considered in conjunction with the following key criteria:  

 

• No Institution at any time shall hold more than 45% of Council’s total investments. 

The maximum percentage will be determined by the short-term rating of the 

institution: A1+ up to 45%, A1 up to 35%, and A2 up to 30%.  

• The Trustee Act 1925 provides for investments with building societies and credit 

unions. While they are not rated, they are now covered under Financial 

Prudential legislative controls.  

• The maximum amount of funds invested with a building society/credit union will 

be 5% of Council’s total investments at the time the investment was placed. Not 

more than 40% of Council’s total portfolio should be held with building 

societies/credit unions at the time of placing each investment.  

• Council’s investments should be placed in an appropriate mixture of short-term 

(0–1 year) and medium term (1–5 years) categories according to Council’s 

funding requirements and risk profile at the time of placing each investment.  

 

Council’s Portfolio Compliance 

 

Financial Asset Allocation 

 

The majority of the portfolio is directed to Fixed-Term Deposits (61.75%), followed by 

the cash at call accounts with the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, AMP Bank and 

Macquarie Bank (26.23%).  Floating Rate Notes are 9.77% of the portfolio, and 2.25% 

is held in Bonds.   

 

Term to Maturity  

 

Overall, the portfolio remains lightly diversified from a maturity perspective with 

deposits maturing out to 3 years.  

 

Counterparty  

 

At 31 October 2021, Council did not have an overweight position to any single 

Authorised Deposit Taking Institution. The portfolio is well-diversified across the entire 

credit spectrum, including the unrated Authorised Deposit Taking Institution.  

 

Credit Quality  

 

The portfolio remains well-diversified from a credit ratings perspective, with the 

portfolio spread across the entire credit spectrum.  
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All aggregate ratings categories are within the Investment Policy limits. 

 

The following table details the credit rating of each of the categories in which 

Council has money invested. All investments are compliant with Council’s 

Investment Policy. 

 

Compliant Credit Rating Invested ($) Invested % Max. Limit (%) Available ($) 

Yes AA Category $10,348,924 23.22% 100.00% $34,215,692 

Yes A Category $3,007,354 6.75% 100.00% $41,557,261 

Yes BBB Category $29,208,338 65.54% 100.00% $15,356,278 

Yes Unrated ADI's $2,000,000 4.49% 40.00% $15,825,846 

    *$44,564,615 100.00%     

*Note: Valuations of Council’s senior Floating Rate Notes on the Imperium Markets platform are marked-

to-market and priced on a daily basis from an independent third-party provider. Council has recorded 

its FRNs internally at the purchase price or face value. As such, the total portfolio’s balance is likely to 

differ as at the reporting date. 

 

A credit rating is an evaluation of the credit risk of a prospective financial institution 

predicting their ability to pay back the investment and interest at maturity and an 

implicit forecast of the likelihood of the institution defaulting.  

 

The credit ratings are an opinion based on the credit-worthiness of the company 

issuing the security and are assigned by Australian Ratings based on publicly 

available information at a point in time.  

 

If a company is unrated, it does not necessarily mean that its interest rate securities 

are high risk, but it does mean that investors will have to turn to other means to 

evaluate its financial strength or the security's complexity. Council utilises its 

investment advisors to gather company research data to ensure that due diligence 

is performed for all its investments. 

 

Investments are generally classified between Investment Grade and Non-investment 

Grade based on their credit rating. Council does not invest in non-investment grade 

securities. A table of where each credit rating sits is provided below. 
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(c) Legislative/Statutory 
 

All funds are invested in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 

1993 and the Ministerial Investment Order. 
 

Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires an 

Investment Report to be prepared monthly and presented to the next available 

Ordinary Council Meeting. 
 

(d) Risk 

 

The following table provides information on investment types, including a risk 

assessment and the amount and percentage invested compared to the total 

investment portfolio. 

 

Investment Type 
Risk Assessment Amount 

$'000 
% of Portfolio 

Capital Interest 

Term Deposits Low Low 27,500 61.75 

Cash/At Call Deposits Low Low 11,681 26.23 

Bond Low Low 1,000 2.25 
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Floating Rate Notes Low Low  4,350 9.77 

Total 
  

44,531 100.00 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Council’s investment advisors are Amicus Advisory and Imperium Markets. Both 

investment advisors were contacted by staff for advice during the month of October 

2021. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

No additional internal consultation was undertaken. 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot – 20b is to Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community through 

sound financial and asset management – Maintain Council’s financial sustainability 

through maximising investment returns. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Summary of Investments - 31 October 2021 

2⇩  Bank Reconciliation - 31 October 2021 
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OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

ITEM 8.12  ADOPTION OF THE ENERGY MASTER PLAN   

RECORD NUMBER 21/428 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/132 

AUTHOR/S Utilities and Assets Engineer  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Operations    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present the Energy Master Plan to Council for 

adoption. The report provides guidance to Council for the implementation of energy 

sustainability and carbon emission reduction initiatives. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Adopts the Energy Master Plan compiled by ‘100% Renewables’. 

 

2. Endorses the development of a revolving energy fund as identified in the Energy 

Master Plan. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 
 

The formulation of an Energy Master Plan is to provide Council with technical 

guidance to aid the implementation of best practice energy sustainability, savings in 

operational expenditure and reduction of Council’s carbon footprint. This was 

identified as a key priority in the 2017-2022 Delivery Program and has been 

formulated to align with the NSW Department Primary Industries & Environment - 

Sustainable Councils and Communities’ Program. Leeton Shire Council was funded 

through DPIE to engage the services of 100% Renewables to prepare this Energy 

Master Plan. 
 

At the February 2019 meeting Council resolved to note and endorse the RAMJO 

Statement of Strategic Regional Priorities 2018/2022. The 6 priorities are listed below 

with Leeton Shire Council being represented on each committee as follows: 
 

1. Water Security 

2. Freight Connectivity 

3. Energy Security and Affordability 

4. Digital Connectivity 

5. Health Services  

6. Industry, Jobs and Growth  
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The Energy Master Plan aligns with priorities 3 and 6.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The objective of the Energy Master Plan is to define a clear and sustainable strategy 

to help guide Council in the future delivery of energy efficiency projects. The Energy 

Master Plan outlines an approach to increasing Council’s renewable energy, future 

mechanical upgrades to energy-efficient equipment and the overall reduction of 

Council’s carbon footprint. The Plan delivers this by: 

 

• Construction/upgrade of behind-the-meter solar and energy efficiency 

opportunities at Council-operated sites, 

• Continuation of the rollout of LED streetlighting, and 

• Investigating emerging opportunities such as battery storage and hybrid/electric 

vehicles. 

 

The Plan can be implemented progressively over several years. It will support Leeton 

Shire Council to become a leader in energy sustainability through reductions in 

emissions and providing long term operational benefits. The total estimated cost of 

all identified and costed short and medium term opportunities for Leeton Shire 

Council is in the order of $1.58 to $1.73 million, with annual cost savings of $177,577 to 

$188,833. 

 

The Energy Master Plan identifies short-medium term opportunities as well as long 

term objectives that are deliverable as funding availability becomes obtainable 

providing Council with longevity for program delivery.  

 

To achieve deep cut improvements in energy use and carbon emissions, it is 

recommended Leeton Shire Council adopts the Energy Master Plan to inform a 

multi-year program of work that will link the identified opportunities listed within the 

Energy Master Plan and ultimately provide a reduction to emissions and supportive 

infrastructure that will improve Council’s bottom line. The adoption of this Plan will 

empower Council greatly in the application of future grant funding relating to 

energy efficiencies and improvements. 

 

The full Draft Energy Master Plan for adoption by council can be found in 

Attachment 1. The following priority projects have been identified as having the most 

immediate benefit and will be proposed in future budgets: 

 

• Installation/renewal of solar arrays on the following facilities: 

o Council Depot – new 30kW installation 

o Council Office Building – additional 30kW and renewal of inverters 

o Library – removal of old system and installation of new 35kW system 

o Multipurpose Centre – repurposing of the Library 10kW system onto this 

building 

o Sewer pump stations #1 and #3 – new 30kW installation 

o Murrami water filtration plant – new 10kW installation 

o Yanco sewer treatment plant – new 10kW installation 
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• Installation of power factor correction units to improve efficiency of power 

delivery/distribution to Council facilities. 

 

It should be noted that these projects will result in Council being able to measure its 

reduction in power consumption and develop renewable energy targets from this 

data. 

 

(c) Options 

 

1. That Council adopts the Energy Master Plan. This is the preferred option. 

 

2. That Council does not adopt the Energy Master Plan. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Initial cost implications for adoption of the Energy Master Plan is NIL. 

 

Cost estimates provided by 100% Renewables indicate the implementation of all 

suggested projects included in the Energy Master Plan across Leeton Shire owned 

infrastructure, inclusive of both short and longer-term opportunities, is in the order of 

$1.58 to $1.73 million, with annual cost savings of $177,577 to $188,833. This is 

underpinned by the likely large cost (~$975,524) to upgrade main road lighting to 

LED (already underway), and by the implementation of several solar PV systems of 

291.16 kW capacity or more. The full delivery of this project will produce an 

approximate return on investment (ROI) of 11.3% based on current electricity prices. 

 

Grant Funding 

 

Upon adoption of this Energy Master Plan, Council will be well placed to identify and 

secure future grant funding opportunities relating to energy and carbon footprint 

reduction works to enable a wider works delivery program and bolster the Revolving 

Energy Fund. 

 

Revolving Energy Fund 

 

The establishment of the Revolving Energy Fund will support and accelerate the 

funding of initiatives identified in this plan, where these cannot readily be funded 

from Council’s budget.  

 

A Revolving Energy Fund (REF) is a sustainable funding mechanism, whereby savings 

from sustainability projects are tracked and used to replenish the fund for the next 

round of investments. In this way, funds used for energy efficiency, renewable 

energy, and sustainability projects can be spent multiple times to drive emissions 

reduction, energy usage, and cost savings. REFs allow a monetary investment to be 

spent several times (through reinvesting energy cost savings) without reducing its 

value. 
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Decreased Operational costs 

 

The implementation of the projects detailed within the master plan will provide 

positive long term financial benefits to Council with a reduction in energy 

consumption and benefits of installing energy efficient equipment in an ever price 

increasing energy market. 

 

(b) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Risk 

 

If the Energy Master Plan is not adopted and the actions contained within are not 

carried out, the risk to Council is: 

 

• Increased costs as electricity prices are expected continue to rise. 

• Lost opportunity to reduce Council’s carbon footprint. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

NSW Dept of Planning, Industry & Environment (DPIE) 

100% Renewables 

Riverina and Murray Joint Organisation   

 

(b) Internal 

 

Procurement and Building Services Coordinator 

Manager Information & Technology 

General Manager 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Three: A HEALTHY NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 09 - Advance 

environmental sustainability by leading at the local level – 9c is to Develop an 

Energy Savings Strategy for Council, track Council’s Energy production and 

consumption and participate in RAMJO’s Energy Audit.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇨  Leeton Shire Council Energy Master Plan - Attached separately  

  

../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_24112021_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=226
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ITEM 8.13  MINUTES OF THE LEETON TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING - 28 

OCTOBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/437 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/444 

AUTHOR/S Manager Open Space and Recreation  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Operations    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the October 2021 

meeting of the Leeton Tree Advisory Committee. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council endorses the Minutes of the Leeton Tree Advisory Committee Meeting 

held on 28 October 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

The Leeton Tree Advisory Committee met most recently on 28 October 2021 and the 

Minutes of the meeting are provided for Council’s information (Attachment 1). 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The major discussion points from the meeting were as follows: 

 

1. Council staff to further engage with Murrumbidgee Irrigation regarding the 

removal and replacement of the Sugar Gum trees along MR80 between Yanco 

and Leeton. These works have not been scheduled by MI in the foreseeable 

future. 

 

2. The Manager Roads & Drainage informed the Committee that an arborist has 

been engaged to undertake a tree risk assessment of the boat ramp area at 

Euroley bridge.  

 

3. The Manager Open Space & Recreation advised the Committee that tree 

plantings in the existing gaps between Yanco and Leeton (eastern side) will 

continue in April/May of 2022.  

 

4. The Manager Open Space and Recreation presented the recently reviewed 

Tree Management Policy for Committee endorsement. There were only a few 
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minor changes to the previous version and the Committee endorsed the 

reviewed policy. 
 

(c) Options 

 

1. Endorse the Minutes of the Tree Advisory Committee meeting held on 28 

October 2021. This is the recommended option. 
 

2. Do not endorse the Minutes of the Tree Advisory Committee meeting held on 28 

October 2021. 
 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 
 

(a) Financial 
 

All activities described above are as per the adopted budget. 
 

(b) Policy 
 

Leeton Shire Council Tree Management Policy 
 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 
 

There are no legislative implications from this report. 
 

(d) Risk 
 

Public safety risks due to tree limb loss will be mitigated by ongoing inspection and 

management. 
 

CONSULTATION 
 

(a) External 
 

Essential Energy 
 

(b) Internal 
 

Group Manager Operations 

Manager Roads & Drainage 

Mayor Paul Maytom 
 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 
 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making - Support 

and report on Council Advisory and Action Groups. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Minutes of the Tree Advisory Committee 28 October 2021 
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ITEM 8.14  MINUTES OF THE LEETON LOCAL AREA TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING - 

16 NOVEMBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/453 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/430/02 

AUTHOR/S Road Safety Officer  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Operations    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the outcomes of the Local Area 

Traffic Committee (LATC) meeting held on Tuesday 16 November 2021 and to seek 

Council’s endorsement of the recommendations made by the LATC.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the Minutes and endorses the recommendations of the Local 

Area Traffic Committee meeting held on 16 November 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The LATC is a technical review committee which advises on matters referred to it by 

Council. These matters are related to prescribed traffic control devices and 

facilities for which Council has delegated authority. The Council must refer all traffic 

related matters to the LATC prior to exercising its delegated functions. All 

recommendations of the LATC must be referred back to Council for adoption prior 

to enactment. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

A copy of the Agenda and Minutes of the meeting held on 16 November 2021 are 

included as attachments to this report (Attachments 1 and 2). 

 

The meeting addressed the following matters: 

 

1. Business Arising/Outstanding Action Report 

2. Pine Avenue Pedestrian Crossing  

3. Chelmsford Place Traffic and Parking Changes  

 

(c) Options 

 

1. Council endorses the LATC recommendations. This is the recommended option. 
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2. Council does not endorse the LATC recommendations, noting there is a process 

that should be followed when such occasions occur. 
 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 
 

(a) Financial 
 

Pine Avenue pedestrian crossing works have to been finalized so no financial costs 

have been associated with these works as yet.  
 

The costs associated with Chelmsford Place are funded through external grants 

applied for through Council, except for the intersection of Wade Avenue and 

Grevillia Street which will be funded from the Traffic Facilities budget once plans 

are finalised. 
 

(b) Policy 
 

Nil 
 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 
 

Delegation of Authority passed from Roads and Maritime Services to Local Traffic 

Committees. 
 

(d) Risk 
 

All risks have been addressed within the Traffic Committee Report prior to any 

endorsement from the Traffic Committee. 
 

CONSULTATION 
 

(a) External 
 

Roads and Maritime Services 

Local Police 

Delegate for the Local Member of the Murray Electorate (NSW Government) 
 

(b) Internal 
 

Environment and Engineering staff 
 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 
 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 1 - A HEALTHY AND CARING COMMUNITY within 

Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 04 - A community that is 

safe to live in and move about – 4b is to Advocate and support road safety 

initiatives – Promote road safety through design and appropriate regulation.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Traffic Committee Agenda - 16 November 2021 

2⇩  Traffic Committee Minutes - 16 November 2021 
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ACTIVATION MATTERS 

ITEM 8.15  LOCAL HERITAGE PLACES GRANT 2021/2022   

RECORD NUMBER 21/377 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/338/01 

AUTHOR/S Town Planner  

APPROVER/S Manager Planning, Building and Health 

Group Manager Shire Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The Local Heritage Places grant scheme was advertised in July 2021 and August 

2021. As a result, seven applications for funding assistance were received and 

considered by Council’s Heritage Advisor Noel Thomson in conjunction with the 

Leeton Shire Council Heritage Committee who held a meeting on 21 October 2021.  
 

These applications are now submitted to Council for review and approval. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT Council approves the following Local Heritage Places Grant offers for 2021/22:  
 

Applicant  Address/ 

Property 

Work to be 

done 

Total 

Project 

Cost 

Funding 

Requested 

Funding 

Recommended 

Applicant’s 

Contribution 

Keith 

Camilleri 

9 Main Ave, 

Yanco 

Roof Repairs 

at former 

Post Office 

$2,970 $1,485 $1,500 $1,470 

Beverly 

Johnson 

9 

Melbergen 

St, Whitton 

Repairs to 

flooring at 

former 

church 

$10,670 $5,000 $5,000 $5,670 

Fr Robert 

Murphy (St 

Peters 

Church) 

Cnr Oak 

and 

Church Sts, 

Leeton 

External 

Painting to 

Church Hall 

$2,684 $1,342 $1,350 $1,334 

Russell 

Magelarkis 

119-121 

Pine Ave, 

Leeton 

Repairs to 

east and 

west walls of 

shop 

$12,350 $5,000 $4,500 $7,850 

Leeton Show 

Society 

Acacia 

Ave, 

Leeton 

Recladding 

of Secretary’s 

Office at 

Showground 

$27,940 $5,000 $3,650 $24,290 

Trustee for 

Showground 

Trust 

Acacia 

Ave, 

Leeton 

Recladding 

of 

Agricultural 

Pavilion at 

Showground 

$14,850 $5,000 $3,500 $11,350 

       

TOTAL (incl GST)  $84,464 $27,827 $19,500 $51,946 
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REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Funding is available for ‘Listed’ heritage items in the Leeton Local Environmental Plan 

2014 or for buildings supported by Council’s heritage advisor as being of heritage 

significance. The Local Heritage Places Grants for 2021/22 were advertised and 

open for application during July 2021 and August 2021. Noel Thomson reviewed the 

seven (7) applications received whereupon the applications were presented to the 

Leeton Shire Council Heritage Committee on 21 October 2021 for consideration and 

a recommendation to Council. It is recommended that 6 applications be approved. 

It is further recommended that the owner of the Hydro Motel seek development 

approval first, prior to lodging a grant application due to the fact the premises is 

State Heritage listed and will require a licence under the Heritage Act. Integrated 

development is very time consuming and the applicant will run out of time as all 

projects will have to be completed by 30 April 2022. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The following seven (7) applications were received and assessed. 

 
Applicant  Address/ 

Property 

Work to be 

done 

Total 

Project 

Cost 

Funding 

Requested 

Funding 

Recommended 

Applicant’s 

Contribution 

Keith 

Camilleri 

9 Main Ave, 

Yanco 

Roof Repairs 

at former 

Post Office 

$2,970 $1,485 $1,500 $1,470 

Beverly 

Johnson 

9 

Melbergen 

St, Whitton 

Repairs to 

flooring at 

former 

church 

$10,670 $5,000 $5,000 $5,670 

Anthony 

Boots 

Hydro 

Hotel, 

Chelmsford 

Place, 

Leeton 

Front entry 

works 

$13,000 $5,000 Nil - 

Fr Robert 

Murphy (St 

Peters 

Church) 

Cnr Oak 

and Church 

Sts, Leeton 

External 

Painting to 

Church Hall 

$2,684 $1,342 $1,350 $1,334 

Russell 

Magelarkis 

119-121 

Pine Ave, 

Leeton 

Repairs to 

east and 

west walls of 

shop 

$12,350 $5,000 $4,500 $7,850 

Leeton Show 

Society 

Acacia 

Ave, Leeton 

Recladding 

of Secretary’s 

Office at 

Showground 

$27,940 $5,000 $3,650 $24,290 

Trustee for 

Showground 

Trust 

Acacia 

Ave, Leeton 

Recladding 

of 

Agricultural 

Pavilion at 

Showground 

$14,850 $5,000 $3,500 $11,350 

       

TOTAL (incl GST)  $84,464 $27,827 $19,500 $51,946 
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Summary of Applications 

 

2021-22/1 Repairs to roof at former Post Office, Main St, Yanco 

 

Submission from Owner (Keith Camilleri) for the proposed repairs to the roof of the 

former ‘Yanco Post Office’ is required and project as proposed will restore the roof to 

‘as new’ condition. The former ‘Yanco Post Office’ is local heritage item (I99) in 

Leeton LEP and therefore the building has heritage significance. The roof repairs suit 

the criteria for heritage funding, and this is a good project for the Local Heritage 

Fund.  

 

Recommendation is for the roof repair project at former ‘Yanco Post Office’ be 

undertaken as per heritage advisor recommendations with funding of $1,500 (incl 

GST) acceptable for this project. 
 

2021-22/2 Repairs to flooring at former Church, Melbergen St, Whitton 

 

Submission from Owner (Beverly Johnson) for the proposed repairs to the damaged 

and deteriorated flooring to the former Church at 9 Melbergen St, Whitton. The 

former ‘St Johns Anglican Church’ is local heritage item (I92) in Leeton LEP and has 

heritage significance. 

 

Recommendation is for the flooring repairs at the former ‘St Johns Anglican Church’ 

 be undertaken as per heritage advisor recommendations with funding of $5,000 

(incl GST) acceptable for this project. 

 

Note: Development Application for ‘Adaptive Reuse’ has been approved by Leeton 

Shire Council, with repair works to be undertaken as per Heritage Advisors previous 

report. 

 

2021-22/3 Front Entry works at Hydro Hotel, Chelmsford Place, Leeton    

 

The Historic Hydro Hotel in Chelmsford Place, Leeton has previously been awarded 

funding through the Local Heritage grants program for works at the entrance. This 

latest submission from Owner (Anthony Boots) is for the front entrance painting and 

the installation of ‘Automatic Operators’, to the original timber doors. 

 

Note: Because of its State Heritage Listing, approval from Council for a Development 

Application as per LEP Clause 5.10 (2) and with Heritage NSW in the form of a 

Section 60 approval to works commencing on site. This process may take many 

months, thus impacting on the ability to complete the project in the required 

funding timeframe. 

 

Recommendation is for the Owner/applicant to prepare detailed Drawings / Scope 

and Statement of Heritage Impact and submit to authorities in obtaining approval to 

undertake the works. Once approval received the Owner can seek quotations for 

the work (none provided with the application) and then apply for funding through 

next LHF Round. 

 

Further note: The General Manager has requested that Council’s Heritage Advisor 

actively support the Hydro Hotel with their Section 60 application. 
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2021-22/4 External painting to Church Hall, Church St, Leeton 

 

Submission from representative of the Anglican Church (Fr Robert Murphy) for the 

proposed external repainting of locally listed Heritage Item (I58) ‘St Peters Church’ in 

Leeton LEP and on review of the works proposed suits the criteria of the local 

heritage fund.  

 

Recommendation for the repainting of the external area of St Peters Church is that it 

be undertaken to Heritage Advisor recommendations in report dated March 2021. It 

is an important project that will improve the streetscape when the works are 

completed.  

 

Recommendation for the repainting of church hall is that funding of $1,350 (incl GST) 

is acceptable for this project and approval required from Council as per LEP Clause 

5.10 (3) prior to works commencing on site. 

 

2021-22/5 Repairs to external walls at Shop, 119-121 Pine Ave, Leeton 

 

Submission from Owner (Russell Megelakis) for the proposed repairs to the east and 

west walls of shop at 119-121 Pine Ave Leeton and on review of the works proposed 

suits the criteria of the local heritage fund.  

 

Recommendation for the repairs to walling / external areas of the Heritage Listed 

Item (I35) ‘Shop (former Cafe Grande)’ in Leeton LEP. It is an important project that 

will improve the streetscape and works to be undertaken to Heritage Advisor 

recommendations.  

 

Recommendation for the repairs to the walls of shop is that funding of $4,500 (incl 

GST) is acceptable for this project and approval required from Council as per LEP 

Clause 5.10 (3) prior to works commencing on site.  

 

2021-22/6 Recladding of Secretary’s Office/Pavilion at Showground, Acacia Ave, 

Leeton  

 

Submission from representative of the Leeton Show Society (Janne Skewes - 

secretary) for the proposed recladding to the Secretary’s Office/Pavilion building at 

the Listed Heritage Item (I52) ‘Showground buildings’ at 66 Acacia Ave, Leeton and 

on review of the works proposed suits the criteria of the local heritage fund.  

 

Recommendation is for the recladding project is that funding of $3,650 (incl GST) 

acceptable for this project. 

 

Recommendation for the works/recladding to the building is to be undertaken as 

per heritage advisor requirements (report to be completed) and approval required 

as per LEP Clause 5.10 (3) prior to works commencing on site.  

 

2021-22/7 Recladding of Agricultural Pavilion at Showground, Acacia Ave, Leeton 

 

Submission from representative of Trustee for Showground Trust (Bill Aliendi) for the 
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proposed recladding to the Agricultural Pavilion building at the Listed Heritage Item 

(I52) ‘Showground buildings’ at 66 Acacia Ave, Leeton. NT Notes that on review the 

“Building” is the same as per LHF Application 6 and on review of the works proposed 

suits the criteria of the local heritage fund.  

 

Recommendation is for the recladding project is that funding of $3,500 (incl GST) 

acceptable for this project. 

 

Recommendation for the works/recladding to the building is to be undertaken as 

per heritage advisor requirements (report to be completed) and approval required 

as per LEP Clause 5.10 (3) prior to works commencing on site.  

 

Refer to the attached assessment forms and summary for further information 

(Attachment 1).  

 

(c) Options 

 

1. Approve the Local Heritage Places Grants as recommended. 

 

2. Approve the Local Heritage Places Grant with amendments. 

 

3. Another resolution as determined by Council. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The 2021/22 Operational Plan Council documents an allocation of $19,500 for the 

Local Heritage Places Grants. This funding is made up of a grant of $5,500 from the 

NSW Office of Environment and Heritage and a Council commitment of $14,000. If 

Council approves the recommendations made in this report, there will be no 

remaining funds available. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Leeton Local Environmental Plan 2014 

Heritage Act 1977 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Applicants must complete projects by the due date or grant funds will not be paid. 

This would allow grant funds to be reallocated. 
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CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

The Local Heritage Places Grants were advertised in the local paper three times 

within the application period. The grants were also advertised on Council’s website 

and via social media through the same period.  

 

(b) Internal 

 

Heritage Committee 

Heritage Advisor 

Group Manager Activation 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 2 - AN ACTIVE AND ENRICHED COMMUNITY within 

Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 08 - A community that 

values its heritage - 8a is to Support and showcase the history of our Shire - Offer an 

annual Heritage Grants program. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Report of Local Heritage Fund Applications 2021-22 - 30 September 2021 

2⇩  Local Heritage Fund Summary & Assessments 2021-22 
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ITEM 8.16  DRAFT HOUSING STRATEGY   

RECORD NUMBER 21/385 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/239 

AUTHOR/S Group Manager Shire Activation  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present the DRAFT Leeton Shire Housing Strategy to 

Council for endorsement.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Endorses the DRAFT Leeton Shire Housing Strategy for placement on public 

exhibition for a period of at least 28 days. 

 

2. Adopts the Leeton Shire Housing Strategy on completion of the public exhibition 

period if no formal submissions requiring substantive changes are received. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 
 

A local housing strategy establishes Council’s vision for providing housing in a local 

government area. It includes consideration of demographic factors, local housing 

supply and demand, and local land use opportunities and constraints. 
 

Councils are to prepare a local housing strategy if required by the relevant regional 

or district plan. Currently this includes all metropolitan and some regional councils. 

Leeton Shire Council is not currently required to produce a local housing strategy, 

however, it is encouraged and is often requested when pursuing zoning and lot size 

issues with the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment.  

 

In Leeton, the shortage of housing (rental and owner occupier) is a barrier to 

attracting workforce, including for agribusiness (primary production and processing 

industries). A Housing Strategy will be a useful document to support strategic 

decisions and funding applications.  
 

(b) Discussion 
 

A local housing strategy provides Council with the opportunity to identify local issues, 

whilst aligning to regional and state planning initiatives.  
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It also investigates opportunities for Council to look at the range of housing options 

and to identify where Council can guide facilities and infrastructure development by 

either facilitating, planning or land use zoning to fulfill identified gaps in the area.  

 

Key population statistics identified include: 

 

• Leeton Shire Council population is forecast to increase by approximately 1,300 

residents by 2041. Key age groups increasing include: 

o 30-44 years (+150) 

o > 60 years (+1,250) 

• Household number increases by 2041 include: 

o Families with children +150 

o Couple only +300 

o Lone persons +400 

 

(c) Options 

 

1. Endorse the DRAFT Leeton Shire Housing Strategy as recommended. (This is the 

recommended option) 

 

2. Endorse the DRAFT Leeton Shire Housing Strategy with suggested amendments. 

 

3. Another resolution as determined by Council. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil direct implications. The Strategy is a policy consideration for future investment 

and infrastructure decisions.  

 

(b) Policy 

 

Leeton Local Strategic Planning Statement 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Housing variability – while Council zoning and planning instruments enable medium 

density and dual occupancy opportunities, identified subdivision developments are 

predominately for standard sized 1,200m² blocks.  

 

Aging population – key population growth is forecast in the >60 years age groups. 

Additional aged and retirement care accommodation will be required. 

 

Economic development – additional workforce requirements for larger industries do 

not match forecast population growth profile.  
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Affordable and social housing needs – housing shortages are driving high rental 

yields in the area, which creates additional pressure on the supply of affordable and 

social housing.  

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Local real estate agents 

Local property developers 

Site managers of Assumption Villa and Alf Hermann Lodge 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Senior Management Team 

Manager, Planning, Building and Health 

Manager, Economic and Strategic Development  

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome One: A HEALTHY AND CARING COMMUNITY 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 5 - A community that 

enjoys good housing - 5 b - Expand the range of residential opportunities across the 

Shire - Develop a Housing Strategy for Leeton Shire. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Draft Housing Strategy - November 2021 
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ITEM 8.17  MINUTES OF THE YANCO TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING -   

8 NOVEMBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/439 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/447/02 

AUTHOR/S Manager Visitor Services and Local 

Activation  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Shire Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Yanco Town 

Improvement Committee meeting held on Monday 8 November 2021 (Attachment 

1). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Yanco Town Improvement 

Committee meeting held on Monday 8 November 2021.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The former Yanco Progress Committee folded into the Yanco Town Hall Committee 

nearly a decade ago. It was recently resolved by the Yanco Hall Committee – on 

Council’s recommendation – to re-establish a separate committee to ensure a 

stronger focus on town improvement. 

 

The purpose of the Committee is to be a forum for engagement between the 

community of Yanco and Leeton Shire Council. To facilitate this purpose, the 

Committee holds meetings on a quarterly basis to discuss priorities for the Yanco 

community, and to develop and implement a Yanco Town Improvement Plan. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Yanco Town Improvement Committee held a Committee Meeting on Monday  

8 November 2021. Key outcomes from this meeting were: 
 

• Yanco Town Improvement Committee Chair Hugh Milvain advised that he 

received clarification from Council’s Road Safety Officer that Main Road 80 

through Yanco is an approved road train route meaning that road train 

vehicles visiting places such as the Yanco Shop are permitted to park along 

this road. Mayor Maytom asked that this be clarified by Council’s Group 
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Manager Operations as he was sure that only road train vehicles visiting JBS 

were permitted to use this route. 

 

• Council’s Manager Cultural Services was a late apology for this meeting due to 

other competing calendar commitments but will be invited to the first meeting of 

2022 along with staff members from Councill’s Museum and Galleries Team and 

Yanco Powerhouse Museum representative Ian Peacock to provide an update 

on any grants, projects or activities that are currently being pursued for the 

Museum. 

 

• Mayor Maytom raised that Council’s Group Manager Operations was working 

with Murrumbidgee Irrigation seeking clarity on who owns and is responsible for 

the replacement of some trees between Yanco and Leeton which were initially 

identified as part of a beautification project being funded by Murrumbidgee 

Irrigation. 

 

• Beryl Coelli also asked for an update on where things were up to with getting 

new female changerooms for the Yanco Wamoon Hawks League Tag Team. 

She heard that a grant had been submitted but asked if this could be clarified. 

Council’s Manager Visitor Services and Local Activation to follow up with the 

Manager Open Space and Recreation.  

 

• Mayor Maytom raised that on a recent drive he noticed that the grass was very 

high and in desperate need of slashing in Hanwood Street, Yanco. Council’s 

Manager Visitor Services and Local Activation to generate a customer request 

submission to Council’s Open Space and Recreation Team. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Financial – ensuring community knows identified projects are subject to budget bids. 
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Representative – ensuring the voice of the Yanco community is heard, not just the 

voice of the committee. 

 

Informational – ensuring the community is kept informed about committee plans 

and progress. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Nil  

 

(b) Internal 

 

Manager Cultural Services 

Group Manager Operations 

Road Safety Officer 

Manager Open Space and Recreation 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved – 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making – Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Yanco Town Improvement Committee Minutes - 8 November 2021 
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ITEM 8.18  MINUTES OF THE YANCO COMMUNITY HALL COMMITTEE MEETING - 8 

NOVEMBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/443 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/436 

AUTHOR/S Manager Visitor Services and Local 

Activation  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Shire Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Yanco 

Community Hall Committee meeting held on Monday 8 November 2021 

(Attachment 1). 

 

The Minutes are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee and are 

presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Yanco Community Hall 

Committee meeting held on Monday 8 November 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Yanco Community Hall Committee is to: 

 

• Oversee the day-to-day operations of the Yanco Community Hall as per the 

delegation issued by Leeton Shire Council. 

• Overview the strategic direction of the Yanco Community Hall. 

• Provide reports and recommendations to the Council as considered 

appropriate. 

• Promote optimum usage of the hall. 

• Care for and maintain the facility through responsible day-to-day management. 

• Ensure the safety of the patrons of the hall.  

 

To facilitate this purpose, the Committee holds meetings on a monthly basis to 

discuss issues relating to the upkeep and management of the facility. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Yanco Community Hall Committee met on Monday 8 November 2021 for its  
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Ordinary Meeting. Discussions were held in relation to several matters including: 

 

• Fire safety plan – the fire safety plan for the Yanco Community Hall was last 

updated in 2019 and the fire safety map was last updated in 2006. A new fire 

safety plan and map will be organised as soon as possible. 

 

• Yanco Community Hall Committee Chair Hugh Milvain has asked that a proposal 

be presented in writing for the changes to Section 355 committees that were 

outlined by the Executive Manager IPR, Governance and Engagement at a 

special meeting of the Yanco Community Hall Committee held on Monday 25 

October 2021. Council’s Manager Visitor Services and Local Activation to work 

with the Executive Manager IPR, Governance and Engagement to prepare a 

communication piece to present back to the committee. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

As the Yanco Community Hall Committee is a Section 355 Committee, any identified 

maintenance issues are met through Council’s annual maintenance program. Any 

enhancements are required to be funded by the Committee. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a Council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political and financial impacts.  

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Executive Manager IPR, Governance and Engagement 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making - Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Minutes of the Yanco Hall Committee Meeting - 8 November 2021 
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ITEM 8.19  MINUTES OF THE YANCO COMMUNITY HALL COMMITTEE MEETING - 11 

OCTOBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/442 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/436 

AUTHOR/S Manager Visitor Services and Local 

Activation  

APPROVER/S Group Manager Shire Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Yanco 

Community Hall Committee meeting held on Monday 11 October 2021 (Attachment 

1). 

 

The Minutes are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee and are 

presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Yanco Community Hall 

Committee meeting held on Monday 11 October 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Yanco Community Hall Committee is to: 

 

• Oversee the day-to-day operations of the Yanco Community Hall as per the 

delegation issued by Leeton Shire Council. 

• Overview the strategic direction of the Yanco Community Hall. 

• Provide reports and recommendations to the Council as considered 

appropriate. 

• Promote optimum usage of the hall. 

• Care for and maintain the facility through responsible day-to-day management. 

• Ensure the safety of the patrons of the hall.  

 

To facilitate this purpose, the Committee holds meetings on a monthly basis to 

discuss issues relating to the upkeep and management of the facility. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Yanco Community Hall Committee met on Monday 11 October 2021 for its  
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Ordinary Meeting. Discussions were held in relation to several matters including: 

 

• There was strong discussion around the requirement for the Yanco Community 

Hall and Yanco Village Markets to have split bank accounts. This was initially 

raised by Council’s IPR, Governance and Engagement Team. The Executive 

Manager IPR, Governance and Engagement to be invited to the next meeting 

to present options to the committee.  

 

• Fence on southern side of the Yanco Community Hall needs renewing with a 

stronger material such as metal. Suggestions were made at the possibility of 

applying for grant funding to assist with the costs involved. 

 

• The ladies toilet requires a sign to be erected on the wall leading into the toilets, 

directing patrons with an arrow. It was noticed at the last Yanco Village Markets 

that the ladies were having trouble establishing where the ladies’ toilets were 

situated, and they were asking stallholders for directions. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

As the Yanco Community Hall Committee is a Section 355 Committee, any identified 

maintenance issues are met through Council’s annual maintenance program. Any 

enhancements are required to be funded by the Committee. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a Council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 
 

(d) Risk 
 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political and financial impacts.  

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 
 

(b) Internal 
 

Procurement and Building Services Coordinator 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making - Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Minutes of the Yanco Community Hall Committee Meeting - 11 October 2021 
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ITEM 8.20  MINUTES OF THE SUNRICE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE - ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING - 28 OCTOBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/446 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/433/02 

AUTHOR/S Events Officer  

APPROVER/S Manager Visitor Services and Local 

Activation 

Group Manager Shire Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The Leeton SunRice Festival Committee is a Section 355 Committee of Council. 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Annual 

General Meeting of the Leeton SunRice Festival Committee held on 28 October 2021 

(Attachment 1). 

 

The minutes of the meeting are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee 

and are presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Leeton SunRice Festival 

Committee Annual General Meeting held on 28 October 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Leeton SunRice Festival Committee is to coordinate and stage a 

successful biennial event and encourage individuals and businesses to participate in 

the Leeton SunRice Festival. 

 

The Leeton SunRice Festival Committee holds regular monthly meetings in the year 

leading up to the event.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Leeton SunRice Festival Committee held their Annual General Meeting on  

28 October 2021 at which a report on the previous year’s event was given by the 

outgoing president and a new executive was elected. 
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The meeting minutes are included with this report as Attachment 1. The audited 

financial report as tabled at the Annual General Meeting are also included with this 

report as Attachment 2.  

(c) Options 

 

Nil – meeting minutes are for information only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Leeton SunRice Festival Committee is a Section 355 Committee. It currently 

manages its own finances.  

 

Leeton Shire Council provides its contribution to this biennial event in the form of 

$15,000 cash sponsorship per Festival and staff wages towards the successful 

facilitation of the event. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Leeton Shire Council Code of Conduct 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a Council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political and financial impacts. Note that Council has commenced a 

review of all Section 355 Committees to check for legislative compliance. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Events Officer 

Manager Visitor Services and Local Activation 

Manager WHS, QA and Risk 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 
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gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making - Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees.  

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Four: A THRIVING ECONOMY AND GOOD JOBS 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 13 - A community that has great 

attractions and events – 13 a - Encourage a range of exciting and interesting sports, 

arts and cultural events for the residents and visitors of Leeton Shire. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  SunRice Festival Committee AGM Minutes - 28 October 2021 

2⇩  SunRice Festival Audited Financial Report 2020/2021 
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ITEM 8.21  MINUTES OF THE LIGHT UP LEETON COMMITTEE - 30 SEPTEMBER TO 4 

NOVEMBER 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/460 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/433/02 

AUTHOR/S Events Officer  

APPROVER/S Manager Visitor Services and Local 

Activation 

Group Manager Shire Activation    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The Light Up Leeton Committee is a Section 355 Committee of Council. 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Light Up 

Leeton Committee meetings held on 30 September, 14 October, 28 October and  

4 November 2021 (Attachments 1-4). 

 

The minutes of the meetings are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee 

and are presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Light Up Leeton Committee 

meetings held on 30 September, 14 October, 28 October and 4 November 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Light Up Leeton Committee is to encourage individuals and 

businesses to participate in Light Up Leeton events and coordinate and stage a 

successful event. 

 

The Light Up Leeton Committee holds regular monthly meetings in the months 

leading up to the event, which is held on an annual basis.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Light Up Leeton Committee met at the end of September and commenced 

fortnightly meetings to start coordinating the 2021 event. Discussion and action on 

items have included: 

 

• Light Up Leeton Committee agreed to plan an altered format event with regard 
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 to current COVID restrictions – no children’s Christmas concert allowable and 

considerations given to controlling the number of people in attendance; event 

to be branded a Christmas Fair (as opposed to the Community Christmas 

Carnival and Concert).   

• The Light Up Leeton Committee advised they didn’t want to erect bunting in the 

main street due to WHS concerns and current condition of the bunting. 

• Council removed the Christmas lights in Chelmsford Place in preparation or the 

commencement of redevelopment works associated with the Chelmsford Place 

Promenade Redevelopment Project. The large tree above the bird avery in 

Mountford Park was suggested as an alternative permanent location however 

the Light Up Leeton Committee asked that the lights be stored at the Council 

Depot until a suitable replacement tree is built and location to redeploy them 

too is found. The Light Up Leeton Committee is currently investigating building a 

Christmas tree for their 2022 event with a potential location being in the gardens 

of the Leeton Visitors Information Centre. 

• Support for the proposed concept of the replacement Christmas tree to be 

installed in Chelmsford Place as part of the Chelmsford Place Promenade 

Redevelopment Project.  

• Investigation of suitability and viability of Leeton No 3 Oval/Rotary Park and 

Leeton Visitor Information Centre as a COVID-compliant event venue. After 

consideration the Light Up Leeton Committee made the decision to continue 

with Mountford Park as the event venue and utilise resources available from 

Council and other organisations to manage the changes in COVID restrictions.  

• Confirming previous not-for-profit and community group stallholders and their 

involvement in this year’s event.  

• Organisation of Christmas Light competition with revised categories and prize 

money value.  

The meeting minutes are included with this report as Attachments 1-4.  

(c) Options 
 

Nil – meeting minutes are for information only. 
 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 
 

(a) Financial 
 

The Light Up Leeton Committee is a Section 355 Committee. It currently manages its 

own finances.  
 

Leeton Shire Council provides its contribution to this annual event in the form of 

$5,000 cash sponsorship and staff wages towards supporting facilitation of the event. 
 

(b) Policy 
 

Leeton Shire Council Code of Conduct 
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(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a Council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political and financial impacts. Note that Council has commenced a 

review of all Section 355 Committees to check for legislative compliance. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Events Officer 

Manager Visitor Services and Local Activation 

Manager WHS, QA and Risk 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making - Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees.  

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Four: A THRIVING ECONOMY AND GOOD JOBS 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 13 - A community that has great 

attractions and events – 13 a - Encourage a range of exciting and interesting sports, 

arts and cultural events for the residents and visitors of Leeton Shire. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Light Up Leeton Meeting Minutes - 30 September 2021 

2⇩  Light Up Leeton Meeting Minutes - 14 October 2021 

3⇩  Light Up Leeton Meeting Minutes - 28 October 2021 

4⇩  Light Up Leeton Meeting Minutes - 4 November 2021 
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COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

ITEM 10.1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT 

RECORD NUMBER 21/441 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/508 

AUTHOR Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

and Mayor  

  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the Councillor Activity Reports for the period 28 October 2021 to 

24 November 2021. 

 

 

Cr Paul Maytom 
 

28 October 2021 Leeton Tree Management Group Meeting 

31 October 2021 Roxy Theatre Site Visit 

3 November 2021 Leeton Community Hospital Roadmap Meeting 

4 November 2021 Leeton Regional Aquatic Centre Soft Launch and Extra 

Ordinary Council Meeting 

8 November 2021 Yanco Town Improvement Committee Meeting and 

Murrumbidgee Irrigation AGM 

9 November 2021 Multicultural Interagency Meeting 

12 November 2021 DPIE Meeting on Plans for Higher River Flows 

16 November 2021 Leeton Early Learning Centre Site Visit, Traffic Committee 

Meeting and Leeton Connect Board Meeting 

18 November 2021 RAMJO Health Subcommittee and Water Subcommittee 

Meetings and RAMJO Board Dinner 

19 November 2021 RAMJO Board Meeting and Meeting with the Hon. Sussan 

Ley MP 

23 November 2021 Visitors Centre Volunteer Christmas Party 

24 November 2021 Sporting Walk of Fame Meeting and Weeds Committee 

Meeting 

 

Cr George Weston 
 

28 October 2021 SunRice Festival Meeting 

31 October 2021 Roxy Theatre Site Visit 

4 November 2021 Leeton Regional Aquatic Centre Soft Launch and Extra 

Ordinary Council Meeting 

5 November 2021 Australia Day Photo 

16 November 2021 Leeton Early Learning Centre Site Visit 

18 November 2021 SunRice Festival Meeting 

22 November 2021 Gogeldrie Weir Caretakers Interviews 

23 November 2021 Visitors Centre Volunteer Christmas Party 
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Cr Tracey Morris 
 

28 October 2021 Roxy Redevelopment Committee Meeting 

31 October 2021 Roxy Theatre Site Visit 

3 November 2021 Community Grants Round 1 Assessment 

4 November 2021 Leeton Regional Aquatic Centre Soft Launch and Extra 

Ordinary Council Meeting 

11 November 2021 Audit Risk & Improvement Committee Meeting 

16 November 2021 Leeton Early Learning Centre Site Visit 

23 November 2021 Visitors Centre Volunteer Christmas Party  

 

Cr Sandra Nardi 
 

28 October 2021 Roxy Redevelopment Committee Meeting 

31 October 2021 Roxy Theatre Site Visit 

4 November 2021 Extra Ordinary Council Meeting 

8 November 2021 Yanco Town Improvement and Yanco Hall Committee 

Meeting 

 

Cr Paul Smith 
 

31 October 2021 Roxy Theatre Site Visit 

3 November 2021 Community Grants Round 1 Assessment 

16 November 2021 Leeton Early Learning Centre Site Visit 

23 November 2021 Visitors Centre Volunteer Christmas Party  

 

Cr Tony Reneker 
 

2 November 2021 Leeton Connect FRRR Grant Application 

3 November 2021 Community Grants Round 1 Assessment 

9 November 2021 Riverina Murray Regional Alliance Meeting Day 1 

10 November 2021 Riverina Murray Regional Alliance Meeting Day 2, Leeton 

Men’s Shed AGM and Leeton Connect Meeting with 

Institute for Economics and Peace 

11 November 2021 Audit Risk & Improvement Committee Meeting 

16 November 2021 Leeton Connect Board Meeting 

24 November 2021 Sporting Walk of Fame Meeting 
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