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AGENDA 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

24 March 2021 

7.00PM 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CIVIC PRAYER  

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 

COUNCILLORS  

 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES AND ANY MATTERS ARISING 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday 

24 February 2021, as circulated, be taken as read and CONFIRMED.  

5. DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

6. PUBLIC REPRESENTATIONS 

 

7. MAYORAL MINUTES   

 

8. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

8.1 MINUTES OF COUNTRY MAYORS MEETING - 5 MARCH 2021 .......... 5 

8.2 UPDATE ON MOTIONS SUBMITTED TO THE NATIONAL 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 2020 AND 

THE LGNSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020 ...................................... 20 

8.3 MINUTES OF AND CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT ON THE AUDIT, 

RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 25 

FEBRUARY 2021 ............................................................................... 27 

8.4 MINUTES OF THE YANCO TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING - 8 FEBRUARY 2021 .......................................................... 30 
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8.5 MINUTES OF THE YANCO COMMUNITY HALL COMMITTEE 

MEETING - 8 FEBRUARY 2021 .......................................................... 34 

8.6 MINUTES OF THE WHITTON TOWN IMPROVEMENT 

COMMITTEE MEETING - 2 MARCH 2021 ......................................... 39 

8.7 YOUTH DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION - RAITH 

HENMAN ......................................................................................... 44 

8.8 YOUTH DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION - KIAN 

HENMAN ......................................................................................... 49 

8.9 BUSH BURSARY PROGRAM 2021 - FEEDBACK................................ 54 

8.10 FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY OF ANNUAL SKATE 

CHAMPIONSHIPS ............................................................................ 57 

8.11 LEETON MEN'S SHED MINUTES - WEDNESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 

2021 ................................................................................................. 61  

BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT MATTERS 

8.12 INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2021 ................................... 67  

OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

8.13 LEETON GOLF COURSE 1 JULY 2020 TO 31 DECEMBER 2020 

UPDATE ............................................................................................ 79 

8.14 LEETON  SHIRE  COUNCIL  LOCAL  AREA  TRAFFIC  

COMMITTEE  MEETINGS HELD ON THURSDAY 18 FEBRUARY 

2021 AND THURSDAY 4 MARCH 2021 ............................................ 83 

8.15 ALCOHOL FREE ZONES ................................................................. 154   

 

9. NOTICES OF MOTIONS   

 

10. COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

10.1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT ................................................... 158  

 

11. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

11.1 LEETON LANDFILL COMPOST FACILITY 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Closed Council with the 

press and public excluded to allow consideration of this item, as provided for 

under Section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the grounds 

that the report contains information that would, if disclosed, confer a 

commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 

(or proposes to conduct) business.  

 

12. CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  

 

Council meetings are now video recorded. Members of the public are 

advised that their voice and/or image may form part of that recording. 
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PUBLIC REPRESENTATION 

 

If any member of the public wishes to formerly address the Council in relation 

to a matter in this agenda they are to register to speak for a maximum of 

three (3) minutes by Tuesday 12 noon preceding the meeting. 

 

Contact Regina Butler – 6953 0938 

 

 

 

Public Attendance Restrictions 

 

Due to COVID-19 there are limits on numbers of people in the Council 

Chambers. 

 

Residents and ratepayers wishing to address Council will need to register in 

advance so that Council has time to arrange presentation schedules and 

options. 

 

 

 

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 March 2021 

 

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
A GUIDING CHECKLIST FOR COUNCILLORS, 

OFFICERS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEES 

 

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

• Is the decision or conduct legal? 

• Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 

• What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 

• Does it raise a conflict of interest? 

• Could your possible conflict of interest lead to private gain or loss at public expense? 

• Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 

• Would it withstand public scrutiny? 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty.  There are 

two types of conflict:  Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act and 

Division of Local Government and, Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct 

and policy.  ICAC, Ombudsman, Division of Local Government (advice only). 

 

THE TEST FOR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 

• Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 

• Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of “corruption” – using 

public office for private gain. 

• Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest 

 

IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS 

1st Do I have private interest affected by a matter I am officially involved in? 

2nd Is my official role one of influence or perceived influence over the matter? 

3rd Do my private interest conflict with my official role? 

 

Whilst seeking advice is generally useful, the ultimate decision rests with the person 

concerned. 

 

AGENCY ADVICE 

Officers of the following agencies are available during office hours to discuss the obligations 

placed on Councillors, Officers and Community Committee members by various pieces of 

legislation, regulation and Codes. 

 

Contact Phone Email Website 

Leeton Shire Council 6953 0911 council@leeton.nsw.gov.au www.leeton.nsw.gov.au 

 

ICAC 8281 5999 icac@icac.nsw.gov.au www.icac.nsw.gov.au 

 Toll Free  

 1800 463 909 

  

Office of 

Local Government 4428 4100 olg@olg.nsw.gov.au www.olg.nsw.gov.au 

 

NSW Ombudsman 9286 1000 

 Toll Free  

 1800 451 524 nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au www.ombo.nsw.gov.au  

 

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
http://www.leeton.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:icac@icac.nsw.gove.au
http://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:olg@olg.nsw.gov.au
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au
http://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/
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GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

ITEM 8.1  MINUTES OF COUNTRY MAYORS MEETING - 5 MARCH 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/90 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF14/77 

AUTHOR/S Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

and Mayor  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Country 

Mayors Association meeting held on Friday 5 March 2021 (Attachment 1). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Country Mayors Association  

meeting held on Friday 5 March 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The Country Mayors Association (CMA) allows Local Government (LG) from rural and 

regional NSW to come together to discuss issues of specific interest to areas outside 

the major metropolitan centres as well as looking at the bigger picture of the whole 

LG sector within the State. The CMA represents about three quarters of the state in 

land mass. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Country Mayors Association held an Ordinary Meeting on Friday 5 March 2021.  

 

Presentations included: 

 

• Cr Linda Scott, President LGNSW – as per Attachment 2 

 

• Hon Brad Hazzard MP, Minister for Health and Medical Research – who 

acknowledged the issues faced in rural NSW with the availability of doctors. The 

Mayor had the opportunity to present that allocating more funds for Emergency 

Departments and Ambulance Services will not help unless the underpinning 

system issues are addressed. 
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Discussions also took place regarding several matters including: 
 

• Solar Farms – concern about solar farms occupying valuable agricultural lands. 

• Town Planning Zones – concern that number of zones is being reduced without 

adequate consultation with rural Councils. 

• Relocating COVID Isolation to Rural Areas – vote against COVID isolation centres 

being extended into regional and rural NSW. 

• RFS Contributions and Emergency Services Levy impacts on Councils – vote for 

CMA and LGNSW to advocate ways for government to collect funds or, at least, 

represent them separately on rates notices. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Costs of membership of CMA and attendance at CMA meetings are budgeted 

annually. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Attending CMA ensures that Leeton Shire Council is able to present key community 

issues in and to a forum and network whose collective voice is held in high regard 

and that has ready access to NSW Government Ministers and industry leaders. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Members of the Country Mayors Association 

 

(b) Internal 

 

The DMA meeting on Friday 5 March 2021 was attended by the Mayor and General 

Manager. 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 18 - A community that has politicians 

who act and listen - 18 a - Forge and maintain strong regional relationships – 

Participate in Country Mayors Association. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Country Mayors Association Minutes 5 March 2021 

2⇩  Country Mayors Association LGNSW Update 5 March 2021 
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ITEM 8.2  UPDATE ON MOTIONS SUBMITTED TO THE NATIONAL GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 2020 AND THE LGNSW ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 2020   

RECORD NUMBER 21/77 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/497 

AUTHOR/S Manager IPR and Governance  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to update Councillors in the outcomes of motions 

submitted to the National General Assembly of Local Government 2020 and the 

Local Government NSW Annual Conference 2020. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes for information the update on the outcomes of the motions 

submitted by Leeton Shire Council to the National General Assembly of Local 

Government 2020 and the Local Government NSW Annual Conference 2020. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

National General Assembly of Local Government 
 

Leeton Shire Council submitted five motions to the Australian Local Government 

Association (ALGA) National General Assembly of Local Government, which was to 

be held in June 2020. 

 

1. Water/Food Security 

 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to protect 

national food security and the sustainability of regional irrigation communities by: 

 

• acknowledging irrigation communities were purposefully built by governments to 

feed and drought proof the nation  

• acknowledging the unintended adverse impacts on regional communities as a 

result of certain water policy decisions and the operation of water trading 

markets 

• acknowledging that the nation’s primary producers are adept at using water 

efficiently and responsibly through on-farm practices and infrastructure  

• providing enhanced water access for general security water holders in regional 

communities who depend on the availability of this water for their livelihoods and 

employment 
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• ensuring decisions foster diversity in agriculture and value adding industries as 

diversity is our strength and builds resilience in our communities and economies 

• reviewing and adjusting timelines for the completion of Murray-Darling Basin 

projects and plans such as the Murray-Darling Basin Plan Sustainable Diversion 

Limit Adjustment Measures (SDLAM) Projects and Water Sharing Plans to be more 

realistic, achievable and prevent any adverse third-party impacts 

• ensuring better water transparency on environmental water holdings, the trading 

of environmental water and the outcomes of efficiency projects 

• ensuring water conveyance losses are recognised and are properly costed and 

accounted for 

• acknowledging that annual crops grown close to the source of our water 

supplies are key to maintaining resilience in our relatively dry and inconsistent 

climate. 

 

2. Constitutional Recognition of Local Government 

 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to hold a 

referendum to amend the Constitution to recognise local government as an 

important, legitimate and essential element in Australia’s system of government. 

 

3. National Agricultural Strategy 
 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to support the 

goals of 2030 Roadmap Australian Agriculture’s Plan for a $100 billion industry but 

make a principle-based commitment nationally to ensure the plan is realistic, 

optimises water use and supports existing regional and rural communities and 

industries by maintaining agricultural diversity that builds resilience into our 

economies and helps rural communities thrive. 

 

4. Ice Inquiry Findings 
 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to dedicate 

funds to increase drug and alcohol treatment and rehabilitation options in rural and 

regional areas, as a matter of priority.  

 

5. Weed Management – Fleabane (Conyza species) 

 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to develop and 

implement a weed management plan to protect agricultural land from this well 

established and widespread weed species incursion in order to maintain the 

productivity of agricultural land and ensure the sustainability of regional 

communities by: 

 

• acknowledging that Fleabane (Conzya spp.) is widespread across agricultural 

land and is having a negative impact on the productivity of agricultural land 

• acknowledging that the Fleabane (Conzya spp.) is resistant to standard and 

registered herbicides including Glyphosate 

• acknowledging that limited state or federal funding is provided for the control of 

the Fleabane Conyza species, under the Biosecurity Act through the General 

Biosecurity Duty. 
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• acknowledging that the NSW Government Weed Action plan is focused on new 

and emerging weed varieties. The Fleabane (Conyza spp.) does not meet these 

criteria and therefore attracts no state or federal funding for its management as 

a species. 

 

LGNSW Annual Conference 2020 

 

Leeton Shire Council submitted five motions to the Local Government NSW (LGNSW) 

Annual Conference, which was to be held in November 2020. 

 

1. Treatment of Rural Fire Service (RFS) Plant and Equipment in Council Financial 

Statements 
 

That LGNSW lobbies the Auditor General and the NSW Government to: 

 

a. Acknowledge that the Rural Fire Service (RFS) is the Controlling Authority for 

rural fire service plant and equipment assets and that these assets should be 

recognised in the RFS Financial Statements and not local council General 

Purpose Financial Statements 

b. Cease the current practice of labelling the financial statements of Councils 

that do not recognise RFS Plant and Equipment as an “Uncorrected 

monetary misstatement” in the Auditors’ Engagement Closing Report. 
 

2. Local communities to have a greater say in the delivery of health services 
 

That LGNSW advocates for the Local Area Health Committee (LHAC) model to 

be revised to give local residents a far greater say in the scope and delivery of 

health services in their local communities. 
 

3. NSW Health to retain public ownership of Aged Care Facilities 
 

That LGNSW calls for NSW Health to retain ownership of its National Disability 

Insurance Scheme (NDIS) and State owned Aged Care Facilities. 
 

4. Review of NSW Electoral District Boundaries 
 

That LGNSW advocates for rural and regional state electoral districts to more 

accurately reflect Local Government Area ‘communities of Interest’ and for 

larger districts to be reduced in area. 

 

5. Support for NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into healthcare services in rural, regional 

and remote NSW 
 

That LGNSW supports the Inquiry into health outcomes and access to health and 

hospital services in rural, regional and remote NSW. 
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(b) Discussion 

 

National General Assembly of Local Government 

 

The National General Assembly of Local Government 2020 was cancelled due to the 

Coronavirus pandemic. However, the ALGA Board considered the 153 motions 

submitted by councils in late July. 
 

ALGA subsequently referred most motions to the relevant Federal Ministers for their 

consideration and advice. Some motions were forwarded to state and territory local 

government associations for their action as they related to state government rather 

than Australian Government issues. A small number were not  progressed as they did 

not meet the criteria set by ALGA.  

 

The ALGA draws upon motions referred to a Minister in its general advocacy work to 

support policy principles and give additional weight to local government positions. 

 

As per the correspondence from the ALGA (Attachment 1) Leeton Shire Council’s 

motions were actioned as follows: 

 

No. Motion Action: Referred to 

1. Water/Food Security • the Hon David Littleproud MP, Minister for 

Agriculture 

• the Hon Keith Pitt MP, Minister for Resources, Water 

and Northern Australia, as Minister responsible for 

the Murray Darling Basin  

Note: The Board also suggested that, given the 

importance of this issue, the Council resubmit the 

Motion for debate at the 2021 National General 

Assembly.  

2. Constitutional Recognition of 

Local Government 

• the Hon Mark Coulton MP, Minister for Local 

Government 

3. National Agricultural Strategy • the Hon David Littleproud MP, Minister for 

Agriculture 

4. Ice Inquiry Findings • the Hon Mark Coulton MP, Minister for Regional 

Health 

5. Weed Management – Fleabane 

(Conyza species) 

• the Hon Sussan Ley MP, Minister for the 

Environment 

 

Ministers’ responses were uploaded to the ALGA website. 

 

The Hon Mark Coulton MP, Minster for Regional Health, Regional Communications 

and Local Government, wrote a letter (Attachment 2) in response to the Motions 

referred to him. In his letter, Minister Coulton addressed water security when he 

wrote: 

 

Also announced as part of the 2020–21 Budget is an additional $2 billion in 

funding for water infrastructure investments through the National Water 

Infrastructure Development Fund (the Fund). The new investment will support 

the next generation of water infrastructure, helping to grow agriculture, 

increase water security and build resilience. Our commitment is also to the 
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operation of the Fund as a 10-year rolling program, enabling a planning 

horizon that helps provide for Australia's regional economies for the long term. 

 

Minister Coulton’s letter did not address the issue of the Ice Inquiry Findings or 

Constitutional Recognition of Local Government. 

 

The Hon David Littleproud MP, Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency 

Management, also responded by letter (Attachment 3). He addressed motions 

related to agriculture, motions related to drought and motions related to 

emergency management. 

 

In his letter, Minister Littleproud specifically referenced the Leeton Shire Council 

motion on weed control, saying: 

 

State and territory governments and landholders are primarily responsible for 

the on-ground management of flaxleaf fleabane, and the Australian Local 

Government Association should raise its concerns regarding the control of the 

weed in relation to the New South Wales Biosecurity Act and Weed Action 

program directly with the New South Wales Government.   

 

The government provides leadership and coordination, and invests in research 

and development, to improve established weed management where it is in 

the national interest, including through the Established Pest Animals and Weeds 

Management Pipeline Program. 

 

There were no letters of response from the Hon Sussan Ley MP, Minister for the 

Environment, or the Hon Keith Pitt MP, Minister for Resources, Water and Northern 

Australia. 

 

LGNSW Annual Conference 2020 

 

The LGNSW Annual Conference was held in 2020 but, rather than the three-day on-

site event initially planned, the conference was held as one-day on-line event on 

Monday 23 November 2020.  

 

All of the five motions submitted by Leeton Shire Council were included in the 

agenda for the event, however, Motions 2 and 5 were combined with a motion 

submitted by Gilgandra Shire Council (see Motion 83 on page  27 of Appendix 4) 

and Motion 4 was combined with a similar motion put forward by Narrandera Shire 

Council (see Motion 20 on page 8 of Appendix 4). 

 

The revised one-day on-line format of the Conference did not allow sufficient time 

for a delegate vote on all the motions included in the agenda. The remaining 

motions were referred the Board of LGNSW. A record of the decisions made in 

relation to each motion is included in Appendix 4.  

 

All the motions submitted by Leeton Shire Council or into which Leeton Shire Council 

had input – which are highlighted in yellow on pages 6, 8 and 27 of Appendix 4 – 

were adopted. After each LGNSW Annual Conference, LGNSW reviews the 

resolutions and identifies key areas of focus to guide LGNSW’s advocacy for the 

following year. This process feeds into the development of LGNSW’s Advocacy 

Priorities for the following year.  
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The LGNSW advocacy priorities and policy platform have not yet been updated in 

line with the resolutions of the 2020 Annual Conference. 

 

As LGNSW undertakes advocacy actions on each of the Conference resolutions 

throughout the year, these actions and their outcomes will be published on the 

LGNSW website in an Action Report. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Relevant local and regional policy positions in relation to each topic area were 

reflected in the motions submitted to the National General Assembly of Local 

Government 2020 and the Local Government NSW Annual Conference 2020. 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The motions submitted by Leeton Shire Council were intended to address policy 

gaps that negatively impact on the wellbeing of residents of Leeton Shire, with joint 

advisory by the state and national collectives of Councils via LGNSW and ALGA. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Leeton Shire Council’s motions were reviewed and adopted by conference 

delegates and/or Board members of the  ALGA and LGNSW. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

The motions Leeton Shire Council submitted to the National General Assembly of 

Local Government 2020 and the Local Government NSW Annual Conference 2020 

were prepared with the guidance of Councillors and Council staff with expertise in 

the five topic areas. 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 18 - A community that has politicians 

who act and listen – 18 c - Develop and maintain strong working relationships at a 

Federal and State level – Continue advocacy with Federal and Local MPs and 

government agencies on key issues for the region. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇨  2020 National General Assembly motions forwarded to relevant Ministers - PDF 

of text of email - Attached separately  

2⇨  Letter from the Hon Mark Coulton MP in response to motions submitted to the 

ALGA National General Assembly 2020 - Attached separately  

3⇨  Letter from the Hon David Littleproud MP in response to motions submitted to 

the ALGA National General Assembly 2020 - Attached separately  

4⇨  Record of Conference/Board Decisions regarding motions put to the LGNSW 

Annual Conference 2020 - Attached separately  

  

../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_24032021_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=3
../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_24032021_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=6
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ITEM 8.3  MINUTES OF AND CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT ON THE AUDIT, RISK AND 

IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 25 FEBRUARY 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/79 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF18/46 

AUTHOR/S Manager IPR and Governance  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to submit the Minutes of and Chairperson’s Report on the 

Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) meeting held on Thursday 25 

February 2021. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council endorses the Minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 

meeting held on 25 February 2021 and notes the information contained in the 

Chairperson’s Report on the meeting. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Leeton Shire Council’s ARIC met on Thursday 25 February 2021. The Minutes of and 

Chairperson’s Report on that meeting are now presented for Council’s information 

and endorsement. 

 

The ARIC is charged with providing independent assurance and assistance to 

Council on risk management, control, governance and external accountability 

responsibilities, as well as for the purposes of quality assurance and quality 

improvement. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

At the meeting of 25 February 2021, ARIC reviewed the Annual Audit Engagement 

Plan (AEP) for the audit of Leeton Shire Council’s financial statements for the year 

ending 30 June 2021 and set the dates of the ARIC meetings at which the draft and 

audited financial statements will be reviewed.  

 

Auditor Brad Bohun of Crowe Australasia attended the meeting, via Zoom, to present 

the engagement plan and answer questions regarding the document. 

 

As per the Chairperson’s Report to Council (Attachment 2), the ARIC were “generally 

satisfied with the draft AEP although it was agreed that Leeton Shire Council would 

not be preparing proforma financial statements before 30 June 2021. Brad Bohun 
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(contract auditor) agreed with our position and the AEP will be amended 

accordingly”. 

 

ARIC now seeks Council’s endorsement of its resolutions as recorded within the 

Minutes of the 25 February 2021 meeting (Attachment 1). No new actions are 

triggered by the resolutions other scheduling and organising ARIC meetings for 9 

September and 11 November 2021. 

 

(c) Options 

 

The attached documents are provided for Council’s information and endorsement. 

Council may choose not to endorse the ARIC’s recommendations. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

All audits and improvement plan actions are being undertaken within existing 

operational budgets, as are actions associated with the Annual Audit Engagement 

Plan. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

There are no policy implications arising from this report. 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

The Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee is established under the Local 

Government Act 1993.  

 

The ARIC is bound by Council’s Code of Conduct and Code of Meeting Practice. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

There are no direct risk implications arising from this report.  

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

The ARIC membership includes three independent external members, including the 

Chair. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

ARIC Councillor members 

Manager Finance 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 6 - “STRONG LEADERSHIP” within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 
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the front foot – 20c is to: Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community through 

sound governance practice – Continue to hold Audit, Risk and Improvement 

Committee meetings. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇨  Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee Meeting Minutes - 25 February 2021 - 

Attached separately  

2⇨  ARIC Chairperson's Report to Council on the Meeting of 25 February 2021 - 

Attached separately  

3⇨  Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee Meeting Agenda - 25 February 2021 - 

Attached separately  
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ITEM 8.4  MINUTES OF THE YANCO TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING - 8 

FEBRUARY 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/33 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF12/68 

AUTHOR/S Corporate and Community Planning Officer  

APPROVER/S Manager IPR and Governance    
 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Yanco Town 

Improvement Committee meeting held on Monday 8 February 2021 (Attachment 1). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Yanco Town Improvement 

Committee meeting held on Monday 8 February 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The former Yanco Progress Committee folded into the Yanco Town Hall Committee 

nearly a decade ago. It was recently resolved by the Yanco Hall Committee on 

Council’s recommendation to re-establish a separate committee to ensure a 

stronger focus on town improvement. 
 

The purpose of the Committee is to be a forum for engagement between the 

community of Yanco and Leeton Shire Council. To facilitate this purpose, the 

Committee holds meetings on a quarterly basis to discuss priorities for the Yanco 

community, and develop/implement a Yanco Town Improvement Plan. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Yanco Town Improvement Committee held an Ordinary Meeting on Monday 8 

February 2021. Discussions took place regarding several matters including: 
 

• Horse trough - works for the horse trough have been booked for March 2021 

• Middle Beach - the track to Middle Beach has been improved to allow for all 

vehicle access. Facilities have also been improved with the addition of new 

picnic tables and seating 

• Action Plan - an action plan is to be developed which includes short- and long-

term community priorities. The ‘Place Creation – Community Feedback Report’ 

will be used as the basis of the plan. Suggestions for actions included: 

o additional kerb and guttering along the Main Avenue service road 

o promotion of the Yanco Powerhouse Museum 

o signage for McCaughey Bicentennial Park 

o installation of a clock tower 
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o a mural for the water tower or smokestack. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

As an Advisory Committee, the committee has no financial responsibility. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Financial (ensuring community knows identified projects are subject to budget bids). 

Representative (ensuring voice of community is heard, not just Committee). 

Steps to keep general Yanco Community informed about Committee/ 

plans/progress. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Manager Open Space & Recreation 

Manager Special Projects 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making – Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Yanco Village Improvement Committee Minutes - 8 February 2021 
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ITEM 8.5  MINUTES OF THE YANCO COMMUNITY HALL COMMITTEE MEETING - 8 

FEBRUARY 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/41 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/165 

AUTHOR/S Corporate and Community Planning Officer  

APPROVER/S Manager IPR and Governance    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Yanco 

Community Hall Committee meeting held on Monday 8 February (Attachment 1). 

 

The Minutes are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee and are 

presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Yanco Community Hall 

Committee meeting held on Monday 8 February 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Yanco Community Hall Committee is to: 

 

• oversee the day-to-day operations of the Yanco Community Hall as per the 

delegation issued by Leeton Shire Council. 

• overview the strategic direction of the Yanco Community Hall. 

• provide reports and recommendations to the Council as considered appropriate 

• promote optimum usage of the hall. 

• care for and maintain the facility through responsible day-to-day management  

• ensure the safety of the patrons of the hall.  

 

To facilitate this purpose, the Committee holds meetings on a monthly basis to 

discuss issues relating to the upkeep and management of the facility. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Yanco Community Hall Committee met on Monday 8 February 2021 for its 

Ordinary Meeting. Discussions were held in relation to several matters including: 

 

• Replacement of the ceiling panels on which mould is growing in the main hall – a 

CRM has been submitted to Council’s Maintenance Team.  

• Removal of heaters in the supper room – completed. 

• Advertising on social media for the cleaner position, which remains unfilled 
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• Installation a new gas port near the stage. 

• Vandals on the roof of the hall – damage has been assessed and the incident 

has been reported to the police.  (Council assessed the roof and no damage 

was identified.) 

• Replacement of outdoor tables. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

As the Yanco Community Hall Committee is a Section 355 Committee, any identified 

maintenance issues are met through Council’s annual maintenance program. Any 

enhancements are required to be funded by the Committee. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political and financial impacts. Note that Council is in the process of 

reviewing all Section 355 Committees to check for legislative compliance. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Manager Open Space & Recreation 

Building Services Coordinator 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making – Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees”. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Yanco Community Hall Committee  - Minutes - 8 Feb 2021 
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ITEM 8.6  MINUTES OF THE WHITTON TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING - 

2 MARCH 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/44 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF16/12 

AUTHOR/S Corporate and Community Planning Officer  

APPROVER/S Manager IPR and Governance    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Whitton Town 

Improvement Committee meeting held on Tuesday 2 March 2021 (Attachment 1). 

 

The Minutes are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee and are 

presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Whitton Town Improvement 

Committee meeting held on Tuesday 2 March 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Whitton Town Improvement Committee is to be a forum for 

engagement between the community of Whitton and Leeton Shire Council. To 

facilitate this purpose, the Committee holds meetings on a quarterly basis to discuss 

priorities for the Whitton community, including those identified in the Whitton Town 

Improvement Plan. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Whitton Town Improvement Committee met on Tuesday 2 March 2021 for its 

Ordinary Meeting. Discussions were held in relation to several matters including the: 
 

• Increased presence of khaki weed across the community – A CRM has been 

submitted to the relevant team at Council. 

• Location of the “Oldest Town in the MIA” sign at the entranceway of Whitton – It 

was removed in 2018 and is to be gifted to the Whitton Courthouse and Historical 

Museum. 

• Sunken graves – Graves are to be backfilled mid-March to rectify the issue of 

water pooling. 

• Whitton Swimming Pool water temperature – Investigation into the cost of a pool 

cover and/or gas heating for the Whitton Pool requested. 

• Whitton Mural Project – A preferred artist has been selected following Expressions 

of Interest. Negotiations are underway regarding a contract. 
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• Bill Jansen Senior’s artwork in Red’s Butcher Shop – the artwork has been 

collected with the intention of it being presented to the Whitton Courthouse and 

Historical Museum Committee.  

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

As an Advisory Committee, the committee has no financial responsibility.  The Mural 

and Water Tower artwork is being funded from grant monies (Drought Funding and 

Stronger Country Communities).  All other actions will be funded from operations or, 

in the case of the pool, will be subject to budget bids for the 2021/22 budget. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Financial (ensuring community knows identified projects are subject to budget bids). 

Representative (ensuring voice of community is heard, not just Committee). 

 

Steps to keep general Yanco Community informed about Committee/ 

plans/progress. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Manager Open Space & Recreation 

Events & Cultural Services Coordinator  

Regulatory Services Coordinator 

Manager Special Projects 

Road Safety Officer 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making – Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Whitton Town Improvement Committee - Meeting Minutes - 2 March 2021 
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ITEM 8.7  YOUTH DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION - RAITH HENMAN   

RECORD NUMBER 21/80 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/292 

AUTHOR/S Corporate and Community Planning Officer  

APPROVER/S Manager IPR and Governance    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of an application received for funding 

assistance (Attachment 1) through Council’s Community Strengthening Grants under 

the Youth Development Category. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council awards Raith Henman a $250 Youth Development Grant to assist with 

the costs associated with representing Leeton and the Riverina at the New South 

Wales Combined High Schools Sports Association Swimming and Diving State 

Championships in Sydney, NSW. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Council’s Community Strengthening Grants includes a ‘Youth Development’ Grant 

Category which is offered at a set amount of $250 per applicant and is available to 

support high achievement in a cultural, academic or sporting activity that requires 

attendance at a State, National or International level event.  

 

A request has been received from Raith Henman for financial assistance to attend 

the New South Wales Combined High Schools Sports Association Swimming and 

Diving State Championships in Sydney, NSW from 28–30 April 2021.  

 

The request for financial assistance was lodged with Council on Monday 8 March 

2021. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Raith was selected as one of the members of the Riverina team as result of 

competing in and placing in the Boys 100m Butterfly at the Riverina Secondary 

Swimming Championships held in Leeton on 1 March 2021.  

 

(c) Options 

 

Council has the following options available: 

 

1. Approve the application for a grant of $250. This is the recommended option. 
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2. Reject the application. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Quick Response and Youth Development Category of the Community 

Strengthening Grants program has an annual budget of $10,000. Each year $1,175 is 

allocated for annual donations to each school in the Shire for end-of-year 

presentations. This year, because of COVID-19, only $925 of the allocation was 

utilised. This leaves $9,075 in the budget for Quick Response and Youth Development 

Grants. If the two applications being tabled at this Council meeting are approved 

by Council, there will be $8,525 remaining in the account. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

This application meets the eligibility criteria stated in Leeton Shire Council’s Grants 

Program Guidelines and Application Instructions for 2020/21.  

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Nil 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Staff have consulted with the parent of the applicant. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Accountant 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 6 - “STRONG LEADERSHIP” within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot - 20a is to “Ensure the aspirations of the community are delivered - 

Support the community by offering a Community Grants Program”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Youth Development Grant Application - Raith Henman 
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ITEM 8.8  YOUTH DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION - KIAN HENMAN   

RECORD NUMBER 21/81 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/292 

AUTHOR/S Corporate and Community Planning Officer  

APPROVER/S Manager IPR and Governance    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of an application received for funding 

assistance (Attachment 1) through Council’s Community Strengthening Grants under 

the Youth Development Category. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council awards Kian Henman a $250 Youth Development Grant to assist with 

the costs associated with representing Leeton and the Riverina at the New South 

Wales Combined High Schools Sports Association Swimming and Diving State 

Championships in Sydney, NSW. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Council’s Community Strengthening Grants program includes a ‘Youth 

Development’ Grant Category which is offered at a set amount of $250 per 

applicant and is available to support high achievement in a cultural, academic or 

sporting activity that requires attendance at a State, National or International level 

event.  

 

A request has been received from Kian Henman for financial assistance to attend 

the New South Wales Combined High Schools Sports Association Swimming and 

Diving State Championships in Sydney, NSW from 28–30 April 2021. 

 

The request for financial assistance was lodged with Council on Monday 8 March 

2021. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Kian was selected as one of the members of the Riverina team as result of 

competing in and placing in the Boys Under 13 4x50m Freestyle Relay at the Riverina 

Secondary Swimming Championships held in Leeton on 1 March 2021.  

 

(c) Options 

 

Council has the following options available: 
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1. Approve the application for a grant of $250. This is the recommended option. 

2. Reject the application. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Quick Response and Youth Development Category of the Community 

Strengthening Grants program has an annual budget of $10,000. Each year $1,175 is 

allocated for annual donations to each school in the Shire for end-of-year 

presentations. This year, because of COVID-19, only $925 of the allocation was 

utilised. This leaves $9,075 in the budget for Quick Response and Youth Development 

Grants. If the two applications being tabled at this Council meeting are approved 

by Council, there will be $8,525 remaining in the account. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

This application meets the eligibility criteria stated in Leeton Shire Council’s Grants 

Program Guidelines and Application Instructions for 2020/21.  

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Nil 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Staff have consulted with the parent of the applicant. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Accountant 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 6 - “STRONG LEADERSHIP” within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot - 20a is to “Ensure the aspirations of the community are delivered - 

Support the community by offering a Community Grants Program”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  KIAN HENMAN - YOUTH DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION 
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ITEM 8.9  BUSH BURSARY PROGRAM 2021 - FEEDBACK   

RECORD NUMBER 21/89 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/373 

AUTHOR/S Manager Community Services  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with feedback regarding it’s 

participation in the 2021 Bush Bursary/Country Women’s Association (CWA) (NSW) 

Scholarship Program as a host Council. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the information contained within the report. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Leeton Shire Council has supported the Bush Bursary Program for student doctors 

and nurses for over nine years. Council has provided funding, accommodation, and 

support in organising the program of a two week stay in Leeton for the students, 

providing a valuable experience of medicine and lifestyle in a rural setting in their 

pre-clinical years. 

 

Leeton Shire Council continued to support the program in 2021, agreeing to host two 

nursing students. Unfortunately, one student was unable to attend due to COVID-19 

restrictions.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Phoebe Kinsey, a first year Nursing Student at the University of Technology, Sydney, 

commenced her placement on Monday 11 January and during her two week stay 

resided at Kindred Studio Apartments in Boree Street as Henry Lawson Cottage is 

being occupied by a MLHD staff member. 

 

Phoebe spent her first week in the Emergency Department of the Leeton District 

Hospital, which gave her the opportunity to get to know the staff and get first-hand 

experience of the great variety of medical experiences presenting in a country 

hospital. Her second week was spent at Leeton Medical Centre, Narrandera District 

Hospital, Marathon Health, and Murrumbidgee Medical and Primary Care. During 

her stay she gained valuable experience in emergency care, community nursing, 

general practice nursing, childhood immunisation, and post-surgery physiotherapy. 
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Phoebe really enjoyed her time in Leeton and reported that she had gained 

valuable learnings from her experience. The Rural Doctors Network also gave 

Council very positive feedback: 

 

“We thank you for facilitating such an engaging, educational and memorable 

experience for Phoebe. Based on Phoebe’s feedback this placement was incredible 

– from authentic and engaging clinical exposure to the social and community 

activities including being so warmly welcomed into the community - this placement 

was obviously a huge success. It is because of you, and the Leeton Council that we 

are actively working to make positive sustainable change in the rural health space. “ 
 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The total cost of Council investment for two students is $3,000 (plus GST). 

 

Leeton Shire Council has an annual allocated budget of $3,000 (plus GST) to 

participate in the Bush Bursary Scholarship program.  

 

Leeton Shire Council also commits to providing subsidised accommodation and 

coordination support from a staff member. In the past this has been equivalent to 

approximately $1,000 per student in value. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Not participating as a host Council will reduce Leeton’s exposure as a good centre 

for practicing rural medicine. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

NSW Rural Doctors Network. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Admin Officer – Community Services 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 1 - “A HEALTHY AND CARING COMMUNITY” within 

Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 01 - "A community that 

focuses on being healthy - 1b is to “Ensure the availability of appropriate health and 

social services - Support programs that enhance opportunities to increase doctor 

numbers in Leeton Shire”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report 
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ITEM 8.10  FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY OF ANNUAL SKATE CHAMPIONSHIPS   

RECORD NUMBER 21/92 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/167 

AUTHOR/S Manager Community Services  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Councillors with details of the income and 

expenditure associated with hosting the annual Riggz Cup Skate Championships to 

enable them to make an informed decision about the future of the competition. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council resolves to continue to host the annual Riggz Cup Skate 

Championships at the Leeton Skate Park, noting an anticipated budget bid of 

$7,000 for the 2021/22 financial year. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The annual skate competition originated as a project of the Youth Action 

Committee, whose members advocated for the skate park to be built and who ran 

the competition as a voluntary activity.  

 

The competition was run as a Council and volunteer-led event for many years, until 

some of the leading young people who had contributed so much to the event 

moved out of the area and established themselves as Totem Skateboarding, a 

skateboarding education and event business. As a business, they now require 

payment to bring their considerable expertise to the event.  

 

In recent years the members of the Youth Action Committee have had little interest 

in skateboarding, so Council staff have had to take on a larger role in running the 

event.   

 

Food and water for the event is provided free by a volunteer organisation, the Rapid 

Relief team. This support is very much appreciated. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Riggz Cup Skate Championship is generally scheduled for Easter, although in 

2020 COVID-19 restrictions meant that the event had to be postponed until October. 

Should it proceed in 2021, the event would have to be held in the second half of the 

calendar year because the skate park expansion project is currently underway. This 
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project, which will see the skate park being expanded by an additional 370m2, is not 

expected to be completed until the end of June 2021. 

 

The 2020 event attracted 29 competitors, a significantly lower number than in 

previous years - presumably as a result of COVID-19. The competitors came from a 

variety of locations including Wagga Wagga, Leeton, Hunters Hill, Yenda, Fairy 

Meadow, Flynn, Nichols and Wollongong. The average age of competitors was 14 

and all but one were male. Past competitions have attracted 40-50 competitors with 

an average of 500 or more spectators  during a SunRice Festival and an average of 

300 spectators attending in a non-festival year. 

 

In 2020, three competitors competed in the skateboard session, 21 competed in the 

scooter session, and five competed in the BMX session. The lone female competitor, 

who was from Wollongong, won outright champion. The three other prize winners 

were from Leeton. 

 

The Rapid Relief Team provided free sausage sandwiches and water at the event. 

They reported that they had given out 200 sandwiches - an indication of the total 

number of people present on the day - and said that they had observed a very 

convivial atmosphere between spectators. Totem Skateboarding staff were also 

very pleased with the atmosphere, although they were disappointed with the low 

number of competitors.  

 

Only five event feedback surveys were completed but all were extremely positive. 

 

The total cost of organising, promoting and running the 2020 Riggz Cup Skate 

Championships was $8,814. This figure does not include the Council staff wages. This  

figure is made up of: 

 

Totem Skateboarding -   $4,865  

TV and print advertising -   $2,368 

Prize money -     $1,200 

Trophies -         $218 

Miscellaneous        $163  

      $8,814 

 

The total income from the event was $86 in entry fees.  

 

The total budget allocation for the 2020 event was $5,500. 

 

Totem Skateboarding’s quote for running the 2021 competition is $5,826, an 

additional $961, making the minimum cost for a 2021 competition $9,775 if all other 

costs remain the same.  There is a strong view from staff that the advertising could 

be reduced down to $500, with extensive use of social media which is more cost 

effective than TV advertising.  Also sponsorship could be sourced for prizes. 

 

(c) Options 
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1. Continue to host the Riggz Cup Skate Championships as a stand-alone annual 

event at the Leeton Skate Park with a budget of $7,000. Preferred option 

 

2. Continue to host the Riggz Cup Skate Championships as a stand-alone annual 

event at the Leeton Skate Park with a budget of $10,000. 

 

3. Host the Riggz Cup Skate Championships every 2nd year and, in the intervening 

years, run other youth-related activities that might attract a different audience 

with different interests. 

 

4. Cease hosting the Riggz Cup Skate Championships and suggest to Totem 

Skateboarding that they run a private event.  

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

If approved, the budget for 2021/22 would need to be at least $7,000 with a further 

$3,000 to be secured through sponsorship. 

 

Grant money could be sought but cannot be relied on. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Skateboarding is a high-risk activity – public liability insurance is required.  

 

Sponsorship may be difficult to secure, especially in SunRice year – seek sponsorship 

from clothing and skateboards if local business is unable to support. 

 

Acceptable Economic Return on Investment – undertake a complete event analysis 

at the conclusion of 2021/22 competition. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

The event facilitator, the volunteer group providing catering and participants. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Community Services staff coordinating and attending the event. 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 
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Under the Key Priority Area Outcome One: A HEALTHY AND CARING COMMUNITY 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 3 - A community that 

is friendly and inclusive - 3b - Provide opportunities and support for young people in 

Leeton Shire - Facilitate activities and events for young people”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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ITEM 8.11  LEETON MEN'S SHED MINUTES - WEDNESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/71 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/165 

AUTHOR/S Manager Community Services  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The Leeton Men’s Shed is a Section 355 Committee of Council. 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Leeton Men’s 

Shed meeting held on Wednesday 10 February 2021 (Attachment 1). 

 

The minutes of the meetings are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee 

and are presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Leeton Men’s Committee 

meeting held on Wednesday 10 February 2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Leeton Men’s Shed Committee is to oversee the day-to-day 

operations of the Leeton Men’s Shed as per the delegation issued by Leeton Shire 

Council: 

• To develop the strategic direction of the Leeton Men’s Shed 

• To provide appropriate reports and recommendations to Council 

• To care for and maintain the Men’s Shed facility through responsible day-to-day 

management 

• To ensure the safety of the patrons of the shed. 

 

The Leeton Men’s Shed Committee holds regular monthly meetings to which all 

members are invited. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Men’s Shed Committee met on 10 February and resolved to: 

 

• Encourage members to get their Working with Children Checks 

• Purchase two shipping containers for storage of wood and identify possible 

sources of funding 
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• Rescind the previous motion to move the baker’s cart to Yanco museum and to 

keep the cart at the Men’s Shed 

• Get a quote for improved lighting in the Painting Shed 

• Purchase a new compressor pump from the Men’s Shed funds 

• Source external contractors to test and tag the electrical equipment in the Shed, 

as they had been advised that Council uses external contractors itself and could 

not provide that service to the Shed in-house 

• Seek clarification as to whether shed members would be covered by Council’s 

insurance if participating in community activities outside the shed premises. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for noting only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Leeton Men’s Shed Committee is a Section 355 Committee. It currently manages 

its own finances. Any identified minor maintenance issues are met through Council’s 

annual maintenance program. Any major enhancements are to be funded by the 

Leeton Men’s Shed Committee. If applications for funding for the shipping 

containers are not successful, the Committee may approach Council for assistance 

in obtaining the $12,500 purchase cost. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

The Men’s Shed is operated as a Section 355 Committee of Council, which is an 

unusual situation for Men’s Sheds in Australia. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political and financial impacts. Note that Council has commenced a 

review of all Section 355 Committees to check for legislative compliance. 

 

Work Health and Safety – the Men’s Shed abides by the Australian Men’s Shed 

Association (AMSA) guidelines. Safety issues are addressed in the general Men’s 

Shed meetings and there is a designated Safety Officer. A safety inspection was 

completed by Council’s WHS Coordinator 4 September 2020. A defibrillator has 

been purchased and is available in the shed. Council’s insurer has confirmed that 

Men’s Shed members are only covered by Council’s insurance if the activity they 

are engaged in can be regarded as “exclusively working for Council”. 
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Working with young people – Council has adopted a Child Safe Policy, which has 

implications for all Council volunteers. Staff have provided the Committee with a 

comprehensive briefing. No programs are to be held with children below the age of 

18 unless all members present on the day have a current Working With Children 

Check. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

JLT (broker to Statewide, Council’s insurer) 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Manager WHS, QA and Risk 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 19 - A community that speaks up and 

gets involved - 19 c - Provide a framework for inclusive decision-making - Support 

and report on Council’s Section 355 Committees”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Leeton Men's Shed Committee Meeting Minutes - 10 February 2021 
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BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT MATTERS 

ITEM 8.12  INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/82 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/137 

AUTHOR/S Finance and Customer Service Coordinator  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide details to the Councillors on the funds which 

have been invested during the month of February 2021. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT the information contained in the Investments Report for February 2021 be 

noted. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

This report is required to be prepared on a monthly basis and presented to the next 

available Ordinary Council Meeting in accordance with Clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2005. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Leeton Shire Council has $15,528,272 invested with local bank branches and credit 

unions. This equates to 38.91% of the total investment portfolio as at 28 February 2021. 

The total current investment portfolio of $39,904,131 is invested in Approved Deposit 

Institutions (ADIs) which are regulated by the Australian Prudential Regulatory 

Authority (APRA). 

 

Attached to this report is a Statement of Bank Reconciliation (Attachment 1) and a 

Summary of Investments (Attachment 2) as at 28 February 2021. 

 

The Statement of Bank Reconciliation details what Council has in its bank account at 

28 February 2021 (after taking into account unpresented cheques, unpresented 

deposits, and unpresented debits) compared to what Council has in its general 

ledger as at 28 February 2021. 

 

The Summary of Investments details all the investments held by Leeton Shire Council 

as at 28 February 2021 (including the on-call accounts). It also details the institutions 

where the investments are held, how long the investments have been held by 
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amount and percentage and differentiates the investments between current (12 

months or less) and non-current (over one year). 

 

The table below details the monthly movements of investments for February 2021. 

 

Opening balance as at 1 February 2021 $ 39,901,829 

Less:   

Maturities (3) $ 2,000,000 

Subtotal $ 37,901,829 

Plus:   

Roll-overs (1) $ 2,000,000 

New Investments (0) $ 0 

CBA Business Online Saver (BOS) movements $ 87 

AMP Business Saver Account  $ 28 

AMP 31 Day Notice Account  $ 1,811 

Macquarie  $ 376 

Closing balance as at 28 February 2021  $ $39,904,131 

 

During February 2021, Council had three maturities. All investment maturities were 

rolled over with the financial institution they were currently with.              

 

The following table details the investment holdings split between the Banks and 

Credit Unions. 

 

Banks $37,404,131 

Credit Unions $  2,500,000 

TOTAL $39,904,131 

 

The following table details the break-up of investments according to the restrictions 

which are placed on them. 

 

Total Investments $ 39,904,131 

Less restrictions   

Water Supply $ 16,348,521 

Sewerage Services $ 9,112,896 

Other external restrictions $ 6,170,126 

Internal restrictions $ 11,995,273 

Total restrictions $ 43,626,816 

   

Net unrestricted investments $ -3,722,685 

 

Restricted funds are currently showing overdrawn due to major project expenditure.  

As at 19 March 2021, there is $2,237,006 owing in grant funds for completed works, 

with all invoices issued in late 2020.  The General Manager has contacted Regional 

NSW to ask for the payment of the funds to be expedited.  The balance presenting 

as being overdrawn ($1,485,679) is due to Council’s own contributions from internal 

restrictions being transferred once at year end.  The General Manager has asked 

Finance to develop a system that sees capital funds budgeted from restrictions 
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reconciled in the month payments are made so that future investment figures 

presented to Council are current. 

 

Currently Council has $2,000,000 sitting in the operating account (Attachment 1). This 

is higher than normal but due to delays in receiving outstanding grant funding the 

Manager Finance made the decision to hold the extra funds in the operating 

account to ensure that all expenses could be paid as they fall due.  

 

Externally restricted funds can only be used for the purposes for which they were 

raised. These include water, sewer, domestic waste operations and unexpended 

specific purpose grants.  

 

Internal restrictions are funds set aside by a Council resolution, usually through 

adoption of the Budget or as part of the Quarterly Budget Review process. Internally 

restricted funds can be set aside to fund specific items such as plant replacement, 

infrastructure renewal, unplanned building renewal or liabilities such as employee 

leave entitlements.  

 

Unrestricted cash is used to provide working capital for Council to fund short-term 

operations and fluctuations in payables and receivables. The level of unrestricted 

cash can vary depending upon the level of outstanding creditors and debtors at 

month-end. 

The Governor, Philip Lowe, made the following comments at the Australian Financial 

Review Business Summit on the 10 March 2021 “The full recovery of our economy 

requires a further lift in business investment.  Stronger investment will also boost our 

productivity and provide a firm basis for stronger growth in nominal and real wages. 

Globally, higher levels of investment relative to savings are also one of the keys to a 

return to more normal levels of interest rates over the medium term.” 

At the March meeting of the Reserve Bank of Australia, the Board decided to 

maintain the targets of 10 basis points for the cash rate and the yield on the 3-year 

Australian Government bond, as well as the parameters of the Term Funding Facility.   

 

The average yield on Council investments for February 2021 fell slightly to 1.31%, a 

decrease of 0.03% from the 1.34% rate in January 2021.          

 

The following column graph compares monthly accrued interest with the original 

budgeted interest for each month. 

 

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 March 2021 

70 

 

 

 

The actual interest accrued for February 2021 of $41,819 is lower than the budgeted 

amount of $66,667 by $24,848.   

 

The following line graph compares year-to-date interest with the original budgeted 

interest for the period. This shows that Council’s actual investment income is tracking 

lower than the original budget as at 28 February 2021.  

 

 
 

 

The following tables provide information on investment rates this year compared to 

last year, as well as a comparison of investment balances from this year to last year. 

 

Performance Measures This Year Last Year 

Portfolio Average Interest Rate (year to date) 1.48% 2.38% 

 

Investment Balances  This Year Last Year 

Opening Balance as at 1 February     $39,901,829 $44,283,946 

Current Balance as at 28 February      $39,904,131 $44,784,391 

 

Lehman Brothers  

 

Lehman Brothers Australia Dividend Payment Update:  

 

No further information to report for February 2021.   

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information only. 
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IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The rate of return across the portfolio is 1.31% for February 2021. The budgeted 

percentage for the 2020/21 Financial Year is 2.0%.  

 

The consolidated actual investment income from 1 July 2020 to 28 February 2021 

compared to the budgeted annual investment interest from 1 July 2020 to 28 

February 2021 is detailed below. 

 

Actual Interest Earned from 1 July 2020 to 28 February 2021 $434,252 

Budgeted Interest – 1 July 2020 to 28 February 2021 $533,333 

Variance - Negative -$99,081 

 

(b) Policy 

 

All funds are invested in accordance with Leeton Shire Council’s Investment Policy. 

Investments are to be considered in conjunction with the following key criteria:  

 

• No Institution at any time shall hold more than 45% of Council’s total investments. 

The maximum percentage will be determined by the short-term rating of the 

institution: 

A1+ up to 45%, A1 up to 35%, and A2 up to 30%.  

 

• The Trustee Act 1925 provides for investments with building societies and credit 

unions. While they are not rated, they are now covered under Financial 

Prudential legislative controls.  

 

• The maximum amount of funds invested with a building society/credit union will 

be 5% of Council’s total investments at the time the investment was placed. Not 

more than 40% of Council’s total portfolio should be held with building 

societies/credit unions at the time of placing each investment.  

 

• Council’s investments should be placed in an appropriate mixture of short-term 

(0–1 year) and medium term (1–5 years) categories according to Council’s 

funding requirements and risk profile at the time of placing each investment.  

 

Council’s Portfolio Compliance 

 

Asset Allocation 

 

The majority of the portfolio is directed to Fixed-Term Deposits (73.93%), followed by 

the cash at call accounts with the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, AMP Bank and 

Macquarie Bank (12.66%).  Floating Rate Notes held, equal 10.90% of the portfolio, 

and 2.51% is held in Bonds.   
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Term to Maturity  

 

Overall, the portfolio remains lightly diversified from a maturity perspective with 

deposits maturing out to 5 years.  

 

Counterparty  

 

At 28 February 2021, Council did not have an overweight position to any single 

Authorised Deposit Taking Institution. The portfolio is well-diversified across the entire 

credit spectrum, including the unrated Authorised Deposit Taking Institution.  

 

Credit Quality  

 

The portfolio remains well-diversified from a credit ratings perspective, with the 

portfolio spread across the entire credit spectrum.  

 

All aggregate ratings categories are within the Investment Policy limits. 

 

The following table details the credit rating of each of the categories in which 

Council has money invested. All investments are compliant with Council’s 

Investment Policy. 

 

Compliant Credit Rating Invested ($) Invested % 

Max. Limit 

(%) Available ($) 

Yes AA Category $8,757,639 21.92% 100.00% $31,189,612 

Yes A Category $2,001,197 5.01% 100.00% $37,946,054 

Yes BBB Category $26,688,415 66.81% 100.00% $13,258,836 

Yes Unrated ADI's $2,500,000 6.26% 40.00% $13,478,900 

    $39,947,251 100.00%     

            

 
Note: Valuations of Council’s senior Floating Rate Notes on the Imperium Markets platform are marked-

to-market and priced on a daily basis from an independent third-party provider. Council has recorded 

its FRNs internally at the purchase price or face value. As such, the total portfolio’s balance is likely to 

differ as at the reporting date. 

 

A credit rating is an evaluation of the credit risk of a prospective financial institution 

predicting their ability to pay back the investment and interest at maturity and an 

implicit forecast of the likelihood of the institution defaulting.  

 

The credit ratings are an opinion based on the credit-worthiness of the company 

issuing the security and are assigned by Australian Ratings based on publicly 

available information at a point in time.  

 

If a company is unrated, it does not necessarily mean that its interest rate securities 

are high risk, but it does mean that investors will have to turn to other means to 

evaluate its financial strength or the security's complexity.  Council utilises its 

investment advisors to gather company research data to ensure that due diligence 

is performed for all its investments. 
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(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

All funds are invested in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 

1993 and the Ministerial Investment Order. 
 

Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires an 

Investment Report to be prepared monthly and presented to the next available 

Ordinary Council Meeting. 
 

(d) Risk 

 

The following table provides information on investment types, including a risk 

assessment and the amount and percentage invested compared to the total 

investment portfolio. 
 

Investment Type 
Risk Assessment Amount 

$'000 
% of Portfolio 

Capital Interest 

Term Deposits Low Low 29,500 73.93 

Cash/At Call Deposits Low Low 5,054 12.66 

Bond Low Low 1,000 2.51 

Floating Rate Notes Low Low  4,350 10.90 

TOTAL 

  

39,904 100.00 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Council’s investment advisors are Amicus Advisory and Imperium Markets. Both 

investment advisors were contacted by staff for advice during the month of 

February 2021. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

No additional internal consultation was undertaken. 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Six: STRONG LEADERSHIP within Council’s 

adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 20 - A community that is always on 

the front foot – 20b is to “Strive to deliver the aspirations of the community through 

sound financial and asset management – Maintain Council’s financial sustainability 

through maximising investment returns”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Statement of Bank Reconciliation - February 2021 

2⇩  Summary of Investments - February 2021 
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OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

ITEM 8.13  LEETON GOLF COURSE 1 JULY 2020 TO 31 DECEMBER 2020 UPDATE   

RECORD NUMBER 21/28 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF13/1 

AUTHOR/S Manager Open Space and Recreation  

APPROVER/S Acting Group Manager Operations    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

A report is provided to Council on a half-yearly basis on the operation of the Leeton 

Golf Course. This report covers the first six months of financial year from 1 July 2020 to 

31 December 2020. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the Income and Expenses Report from 1 July 2020 to 31 

December 2020 on the operation and events at the Leeton Golf Course. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Council, at the Ordinary Meeting held on 22 March 2017, agreed to extend the 

management and responsibility for the operation of the Leeton Golf Course for a 

further four-year period commencing on 1 July 2017 and ending on 30 June 2021.   

 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 13 December 2017, it was resolved that 

staff would provide Council with a report on the activities of the Leeton Golf Course 

on a six-monthly basis. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The following table details the membership numbers for the Golf Club for the past 

two financial years. 

 

Membership Numbers 

 ACTUAL ACTUAL 

 2020/21 2019/20 

 (1 July 20 to 31 Dec 20) (1 July 19 to 31 Dec 20) 

Full Members 160 140 

Sporting Members  23 37 

Junior Members  15 16 

Pensioners 42 43 

18-29 Years Members  27 30 
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TOTAL MEMBERS 267 266 

 

The total number of Golf Club Members for 2020/21 has remained steady with an 

overall increase of one member.  

 

The table below details the number of rounds played from 1 July to 31 December 

compared to the same time last year. 

 

Rounds Played 

 ACTUAL ACTUAL 

 2020/21 2019/20 

Competition Rounds Played 2200 1843 

Social Rounds Played 4155 3512 

TOTAL ROUNDS 6355 5355 

 

There has been an increase in the rounds of golf played during the 1 July 2020 to 31 

Dec 2020. The course is in excellent condition with a mild summer and above 

average rainfall assisting with course presentation. Council’s new Golf Course 

Superintendent has overseen some operational changes and has presented the 

course in an exemplary condition.   

 

1 July 2020 to 31 Dec 2020 Events Summary 

 

 There were three major events held during the period: 

 

• Veterans Week of Golf 

• MS Charity Golf Day 

• Twilight Golf Competition  

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil - This report is for information only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Council budgeted for an annual operating loss for the Leeton Golf Course of 

$120,000 for the 2020/2021 Financial Year.  

 

The table below is an Income and Expenses Statement for the period 1 July 2020 to 

30 Dec 2020.  The overall net result for the period was a net gain of $5097.66.  It 

should be noted that a 5% adjustment has been applied to oncosts for staff wages, 

representing a savings of $60,000. 

 

GOLF CLUB REPORT – SIX MONTHLY – AS AT 31 DEC 2020 

Account Description Annual Budget Actuals YTD 

Income   

Golf Course Members Fees  83,000.00   94,848.47 

Golf Course Green Fees 217,640.00  113,639.98  

Volunteers contribution - Golf Course  5,000.00  0    
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Total Income 305,640.00  208,488.45 

   

Expenditure   

Golf Green Renewals 50,000 4,736.12 

Building Maintenance   4,645.00  1,105.64 

Ground Maintenance (includes wages) 223,500.00  126,705.74 

Plant and Equipment Maintenance   5,600.00  93.14 

Watering & System Repairs  9,150.00  8,208.81 

Fertiliser Expenses  4,000.00  5,998.41 

Leasing/Rental/Hire Expense  3,500.00  2,010.99 

Chemical Expenses  7,000.00  3,802.43 

Electricity 15,000.00  2,695.90 

Telephone & Communication 1,500.00  265.08 

Rates & Charges 5,790.00  6,295.35 

Water Consumption 4,000.00  156.40 

Sewerage Consumption Charges 2,000.00  618 

Security 3,500.00  1,848.80 

Water Purchases - Fixed 10,000.00  - 

Water Purchases - Volumetric 10,000.00  - 

Cleaning Expenses 3,700.00  2,001.58 

Consultant  -    - 

Golf Club Pro 48,500.00  23,583.20 

Affiliation Fees - Golf 11,500.00  11,587.47 

 Licences & Permits 50.00  - 

Postage & Freight 200.00  160.73 

Advertising 2,000.00  1,520.00 

Bad Debts Expense 50.00  -    

Total Expenditure 425,640.00  203,390.79 

   

Council's Contribution   120,000.00  5097.66 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Nil 

 

(d) Risk 

 

• Greater than budget expenditure due to significant weather or unexpected 

events requiring additional spend or resources. A monthly review of expenditure 

against budget will be undertaken to manage resource utilisation. 

 

• Lower than expected income via green fees due to unexpected events or 

circumstances preventing play. Continued promotion of the golf course and its 

events to raise the facility’s profile in the wider community will help to mitigate 

this risk. 
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CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Golf Course Professional 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Accountant 

Manager Finance  

Finance Coordinator 

General Manager 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Two: AN ACTIVE AND ENRICHED COMMUNITY 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 6 - A community that 

participates in sports and active leisure - 6 a - Offer access to a range of quality 

sporting facilities - Promote usage and sustainability of the Leeton golf course”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 24 March 2021 

83 

 

ITEM 8.14  LEETON  SHIRE  COUNCIL  LOCAL  AREA  TRAFFIC  COMMITTEE  

MEETINGS HELD ON THURSDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2021 AND THURSDAY 4 

MARCH 2021   

RECORD NUMBER 21/74 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/248 

AUTHOR/S Road Safety Officer  

APPROVER/S Acting Group Manager Operations    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

This report is to inform Council of the outcomes of the Local Area Traffic Committee 

(LATC) meeting held on Thursday 18 February 2021 and the electronic meeting held 

on Thursday 4 March 2021 with the recommendations from the LATC Meeting going 

to Council for Endorsement. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council resolves to note the Minutes and endorse the recommendations of the 

LATC meeting held on 18 February 2021 and the electronic LATC held on the 4 March 

2021. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The LATC is a technical review committee which advises on matters referred to it by 

Council. These matters are related to prescribed traffic control devices, signs and 

facilities for which Council has delegated authority. The Council must refer all traffic 

related matters to the LATC prior to exercising its delegated functions. All 

recommendations of the LATC must be referred back to Council for adoption prior 

to enactment. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

A copy of the Minutes and Agenda of the meeting held on 18 February 2021 are 
included as attachments to this report (Attachments 1 and 2). 
 
A copy of the Agenda and M inutes  of the meeting held on 4 March 2021 is 
included as an attachments to this report (Attachments 3 and 4). 
 
The meeting on the 19 February 2021 addressed the following matters: 

 
1. Business Arising from previous Minutes 

2. Research Road and Back Yanco Road Intersection  
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The meeting on the 4 March 2021 addressed the following matter: 
 

1. ANZAC Day Road Closures 25 April 2021.  

 

Options 

 

1. Adopt recommendations. 

 
2. Do not adopt a l l  o r  s o m e  recommendations, noting there is a process to 

follow when such occasions occur. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Research Road signage upgrade will be funded through the financial year 

2020/21 Engineering Budget and the Vehicle Activated Signage (VAS) will be 

funded through a grant received from the Safer Roads Program. 

 

The ANZAC Day Services will see the road closure advertising costs and associated 

traffic management wages expensed to Council. These costs will be expensed 

against the financial year 2020/21 ANZAC Day budget. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Delegation of Authority passed from Transport for NSW to Local Traffic 

Committees.  Attached for Council’s information is A Guide to the Delegation to 

Councils for the Regulation of Traffic (Attachment 5). 

 

(d) Risk 

 
All risks have been addressed within the Traffic Committee Report prior to any 
endorsement from the Traffic Committee. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 
The Traffic Committee has external representative from Transport for NSW, Police 
and a delegate of the Local Member for the Murray Electorate (NSW Government). 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Engineering Staff 

Events 

Work Health and Safety 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area THEME 1 - “A HEALTHY AND CARING COMMUNITY” within 

Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 04 - A community that is 

safe to live in and move about - 4b is to “Advocate and support road safety 

initiatives - Promote road safety through design and appropriate regulation”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1⇩  Traffic Committee Agenda Thursday 18 February 2021 

2⇩  Traffic Committee Minutes Thursday 18 February 2021 

3⇩  Traffic Committee Agenda Thursday 4 March 2021 

4⇩  Traffic Committee Minutes Thursday 4 March 2021 

5⇩  A Guide to the Delegation to Councils for the Regulation of Traffic 
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ITEM 8.15  ALCOHOL FREE ZONES   

RECORD NUMBER 21/76 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF10/563 

AUTHOR/S Manager Planning, Building and Health  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

Council resolved at the December 2020 Council meeting to notify the community of 

its intention to re-establish alcohol free zones in Leeton and Yanco Central Business 

Areas for another 4 year term.  

 

No objections were received during the 30 day public consultation period. 

 

Council is requested to confirm the establishment of Alcohol Free Zones (AFZ) for 

another 4 year term. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council resolves to: 

 

1. Re-establish Alcohol Free Zones in the Leeton and Yanco business areas for a 

four (4) year term. 

 

2. Notify the public of the adoption of the Alcohol Free Zones.  

 

3. Install appropriate signage for the Alcohol Free Zones. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

On 16 December 2020 Council resolved to: 

 

1. Undertake public notification for a minimum period of thirty (30) days of 

Council’s intention to re-establish existing Alcohol Free Zones in the Leeton and 

Yanco central business districts.  

 

2. Notify the proposal to interested parties including: 

 

• Liquor licensees and secretaries of registered clubs whose premises border, 

adjoint or are adjacent to the proposed zones. 

• Leeton Multicultural Support Group 

• Leeton and District Local Aboriginal Land Council 
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3. Seek NSW Police advice on: 

 

• The success of the previous Alcohol Free Zone in achieving a reduction in 

unacceptable street drinking 

• The value of re-establishing Alcohol Free Zones in Leeton and Yanco, as 

indicated by police statistics 

• The location and extent of the Alcohol Free Zones to be re-established and 

the location of signage for the zones 

• Other measure that may need to be considered if unacceptable street 

drinking is still of concern in the central business district of Leeton and Yanco.  

 

4. Seek NSW Police advise and/or support for the re-establishment of the Alcohol 

Free Zones for another 4 year term. 

 

5. Require a further report on the feedback received from the public, police and 

other interested parties to be submitted prior to the re-establishment of Alcohol 

Free Zones in Leeton and Yanco.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Council has undertaken the following in relation to Council’s intention to re-establish 

Alcohol Free Zones in the Leeton and Yanco central business districts.  

 

• public notification for a period of thirty (30) days 

• notified interested parties 

• consulted with the NSW Police  

 

No objections were received from the public, licensees, Leeton Multi-cultural support 

group, Leeton and District Local Aboriginal Land Council or NSW Police Force. 

 

A letter of support was received from the NSW Police Force (Police) for the re-

establishment of the alcohol-free zones. The Police stated that alcohol-free zones 

promote the use of roads, footpaths, and car parks in safety and without 

interference from irresponsible street drinkers. 

 

The Police further stated that from November 2019 to October 2020, there were 6 

incidents of assault involving persons who last consumed alcohol in a public place 

prior to the incident. One of these assaults resulted in grievous bodily harm injuries. 

Police also recorded 11 alcohol related street offences in 2019. 

 

Council followed the prescribed consultation procedures for the re-establishment of 

alcohol-free zones in Leeton and Yanco. After complying with the procedures 

council may, by resolution, adopt a proposal to establish an alcohol-free zone. The 

resolution itself will establish the zone.  

 

Section 644B (3) and (4) states that Council must publicly advise the establishment of 

an alcohol-free zone by notice published in a newspaper circulating in the area that 

includes the zone.  

 

An alcohol-free zone will not operate until 7 days after publication of the notice AND 

until the roads, footpaths and public carparks affected are adequately signposted. 
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The maps below depict the proposed alcohol free zones. 

 

 
Alcohol free zones in Leeton 

 

 
Alcohol free zones in Yanco 

 

(c) Options 

 

Option 1 – Re-establish alcohol-free zones as proposed (preferred option) 

Option 2 – Not re-establish alcohol free zones. 
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IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Modification of existing alcohol-free zone signage is a minor expense that will be 

covered by Council’s current budget for road sign maintenance. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993, as amended 

Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol-free zones – February 2009 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The declaration of alcohol-free zones is an initiative to combat crime associated 

with irresponsible street drinking. Street drinking can only be managed under these 

provisions if current alcohol-free zones are established by Council. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Consultation with Justin Cornes, Inspector, Officer in Charge of Murrumbidgee Police 

District and a written response dated 10 December 2020 received. 

 

A letter of intention to re-establish alcohol-free zones was sent to  Liquor licensees 

and secretaries of registered clubs whose premises border, adjoin or are adjacent to 

the proposed zones, Leeton Multicultural Support Group and Leeton and District 

Local Aboriginal Land Council. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Also notified the proposal to Council’s Multicultural Program Co-ordinator, Ken 

Dachi. 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome One: A HEALTHY AND CARING COMMUNITY 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 4 - A community that 

is safe to live in and move about - 4 a - Advocate for and support initiatives to 

reduce crime - Implement the Leeton Community Safety Strategy”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTSITEM 1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT 

RECORD NUMBER 21/85 

RELATED FILE NUMBER 10/130 

AUTHOR Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

and Mayor  

  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the Councillor Activity Reports 25 February 2021 to 24 March 2021 

 

 

Cr Paul Maytom 

 

25 February 2021 Henry V Sponsors Launch 

28 February 2021 Councillor Social Media Training 

4 March 2021 Roach’s Reservoir DA Site Visit 

5 March 2021 Country Mayor’s Meeting Sydney 

8 March 2021 International Women’s Day Breakfast Leeton Library 

11 March 2021 Leeton Connect Board Meeting 

15 March 2021 Murray Darling Association Committee of Regional Chairs 

Meeting and Corbie Hill Road Path Walkthrough 

16 March 2021 Leeton Emergency Department Concept Plan 

Presentation  

17 March 2021 Infrastructure Committee Meeting 

18 March 2021 Leeton LHAC Meeting 

23 March 2021  Murrumbidgee Police District Medal and Awards 

Ceremony 

24 March 2021 Weeds Committee Meeting, Councillor Workshop and 

Council Meeting 

 

 Cr George Weston 

 

25 February 2021 Henry V Sponsors Launch 

28 February 2021 Councillor Social Media Training 

2 March 2021 Whitton Town Improvement Meeting 

 

Cr Paul Smith 

 

28 February 2021 Councillor Social Media Training 

4 March 2021 Roach’s Reservoir DA Site Visit 

7 March 2021 Clean Up Australia Day 
 

Cr Sandra Nardi 

 

8 March 2021 Yanco Hall Committee Meeting 
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Cr Tracey Morris 

 

25 February 2021 Audit Risk Improvement Committee Meeting and Henry V 

Sponsors Launch 

28 February 2021 Councillor Social Media Training 

2 March 2021 Whitton Town Improvement Meeting 

4 March 2021 Leeton Parkrun Meeting 

8 March 2021 International Women’s Day Breakfast Leeton Library 

13 March 2021 Griffith Parkrun  

15 March 2021 Leeton Parkrun Meeting 

 

Cr Tony Reneker 

 

25 February 2021 Police and Aboriginal Community Meeting, Leeton 

Connect Interview Panel New Coordinator and Audit Risk 

Improvement Committee Meeting 

26 February 2021 Leeton Connect Interview Panel New Coordinator 

27 February 2021 Volunteer Duty at Leeton Museum and Gallery 

4 March 2021 Leeton Shire Sporting Walk of Fame Resident Meeting 

8 March 2021 Leeton Connect FRRR Review 

9 March 2021 Leeton Connect Evaluation with FRRR 

11 March 2021 Leeton Soldiers Club Meeting Regarding Leeton Sporting 

Walk of Fame and Leeton Connect Board Meeting 

16 March 2021 Leeton Connect Meeting WHS Review 
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